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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

Since the founding of the People's Republic of China (PRC) in
1949, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and the Chinese government
have been attaching great importance to the development of mass
communication. During the past four decades, China has established
its own press theories and a press system with its own characteristics.
Today the country enjoys a strong national and regional press with
about 850 newspaper titles (The Europa World Year Book 1992).
These papers, together with radio, television and other media, have
been playing an important role in the world's most populous nation.

The development of the Chinese press, however, has not been
smooth. In fact, it has undergone ups and downs ever since the
founding of the People's Republic. As a subsystem in the society, the
Chinese press is related and therefore affected by other subsystems,
especially the political subsystem. In China, politics is usually shaped
by the policies of the Chinese Communist Party (Hong and Cuthbert,
1991). The past four decades have seen many changes in China's
politics. Among the most drastic changes were the launching of the
so-called Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution in 1966 and the CCP's
adoption of the policy of economic reform and opening to the outside
world in the late 1970s. While affecting other aspects in the country,

these changes have also affected the development of mass media.



Research Question

Although the Chinese press has received quite a bit of attention
in the mass media research, many of the studies emphasized the
characteristics of the PRC press as a communist communication model,
rather than examine it as a dynamic institution. It was only in recent
years that researchers began to focus on the changes within the
Chinese press itself. Many of these studies, however, are confined to
examining theoretically the relationship between media and politics in
China and its impact on the structure and practice of the Chinese press.
Only a few content analyses have been conducted regarding the
changes in the Chinese press coverage, and nearly all of them were
comparing the coverage during and after the Culture Revolution,
leaving the first 17 years of the media practice unnoticed.

This study is designed to examine the news content of the
People's Daily (or Renmin Ribao in Chinese), China's official and largest
newspaper, in an attempt to reveal the overall coverage patterns of
the Chinese press since 1949. By comparing the coverage before,
during and after the Cultural Revolution, the study is intended to
investigate whether changes occurred in patterns of coverage during
different periods. Specific research questions include:

1) Are there any significant changes in news content of the
People's Daily among the three periods?

2) If yes, what are these changes?

3) What are the motivations behind these changes?



4) What are the implications of these changes?
In order to answer these questions, the study makes specific
comparisons in terms of information amount, news format, subject

matter, news writer, news orientation, and news source.

Selection of the People's Daily

The selection of the People's Daily was based on the following
reasons: 1) The People's Daily is ranked among the world's elite press
(Merrill, 1968; Merrill and Fisher, 1980). The elite newspapers are
read not only by the elite of the countries in which they are published,
but also by those in other countries; 2) It is the most influential
newspaper in China (Chang, 1989, p. 92). Being an official organ of the
Chinese Communist Party, the paper not only voiced the official
viewpoint of the Party and the government, but also set the tone for
other media in the country. It has a broad and varied readership
(Chang, 1989, p. 96); 3) It is the largest newspaper in China. Its
circulation has reached 5 million copies per day (The Europa World
Year Book 1991); 4) It is one of the several principal newspapers that
existed when the PRC was founded and have not stopped publishing in
the years thereafter; 5) The copies of the People's Daily (in microfilms
or in hard copies) are available in the United States.

Founded on June 15, 1948, the People's Daily originally
published four pages seven days a week, with occasional supplements

devoted to a special subject. It expanded to eight pages per day after



1956, but cut back to six pages in 1963. From January 1980 to June
1981, it ran eight pages on Monday through Saturday, and four pages
on Sunday. Since July 1981, the paper has been publishing eight
pages per issue. The first page is usually devoted to editorials,
commentaries, and major events, both domestic and international. The
emphases of the other pages varied in different periods. The size of

each page is about 15 inches by 22 3/4 inches.

Organization of the Study

The study is presented in six chapters. Chapter I deals with the
research questions and the reasons for selecting the People's Daily as
the study subject. Chapter II reviews the historical background of the
People's Republic of China. Chapter III includes a review of press
theories, and related studies on the characteristics and performance of
the Chinese press. Research hypotheses for the study are thus derived
based on the literature review. Chapter IV focuses on the research
methods and Chapter V presents the findings and discussion of the
study. Finally, Chapter VI states the conclusion of the study and

suggestions for further investigations.



CHAPTER II. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

In order to understand and examine the media development in
the People's Republic of China, it is necessary to review the socio-
political situation in the country since 1949. Demarcated by the start
of the Cultural Revolution in 1966 and the downfall of the Gang of
Four in 1976, the past four decades can be divided into three major
periods: the Pre-Cultural Revolution Period (1949-1965), the Cultural
Revolution Period (1966-1976), and the post-Cultural Revolution
Period (since 1977).

The Pre-Cultural Revolution Period (1949-1965)

When the Chinese Communist Party came into power in 1949,
the newly established government was facing great challenges both at
home and abroad. After eight years of war against Japanese
aggression and three years of civil war between the Kuomintang (the
Nationalists) and the Communist Party, the Chinese economy was on
the verge of bankruptcy. Meanwhile, the young republic was
threatened by the Kuomintang's attempt to regain its power on the
mainland and by the western countries' political and economic
embargo against it. Under such circumstances, to consolidate its
political power, to invigorate the economy and to strengthen national
security became the overwhelming tasks for the Chinese Communist

Party. In general, the 17 years prior to the Cultural Revolution were a



period of reconstruction and self-development.

As the first step to win its popularity, the PRC passed the
Agrarian Reform Law in 1950, which initiated a three-year land
reform. The reform ended the traditional gentry and redistributed
land among the peasantry. The sustainment of the rural population,
which constituted ninety percent of the total, had a profound effect on
the society as well as on the economy. By the end of 1952, both
industrial and agricultural outputs in China had surpassed the pre-
1949 peaks and the economy was "fully recovered" (Hung, 1976, p.
12).

The success of the economic recovery was, however, almost
completely offset by an unexpected event--the Korean War (1950-
1953). In October 1950, MacArthur broke his promise not to cross the
38th parallel, and the U.S. forces soon pushed toward the Sino-Korean
border. China felt a threat of direct military invasion. After its
repeated warnings were ignored by the United States, China sent out
its voluntary troops to Korea to "resist America, support Korea and
defend China.” The Chinese paid a high price for this military
involvement. By the cease-fire of 1953, the total Chinese casualties
were 360,000, excluding 20,000 people captured by the U.S. forces,
and the Chinese troops had used 3 million tons of military materials
and 250,000 tons of ammunition (Hao and Zhai, 1990).

Once the Korean War was over, the emphasis of the Chinese
government work again switched to economic development. In 1953,

the First Five-Year Plan was launched. The plan was intended for



quick industrialization through heavy industry development, rural
collectivization, and exploitation of natural resources (Hsu, 1983, pp.
645-64).

Following the Soviet model, China attached more importance to
heavy industry than light industry and to light industry than
agriculture (Hung, 1976, p. 14). While industry was said to be the
leading factor in the socialist economy, agriculture was described as its
base. The Chinese leaders believed that "China could break out of its
backwardness only through the transformation of the countryside”
(Martin, 1980, p. 99). Therefore, they launched a campaign for rapid
collectivization of agriculture. Through mutual-aid teams, lower co-
operatives, and then higher co-operatives, collectivization proceeded
step by step. By 1956, 95 percent of the peasant population was in
collectives.

Despite the economic success at home, China was still trying to
survive an unpeaceful external environment after the Korean War
ended. After the Communist Party took control over the mainland, the
Kuomintang retreated to Taiwan and occupied numerous offshore
islands. Some of these islands were used as a base for commando
raids on the mainland and frequent bombardments on coastal villages
and towns (Jiang, 1988, p. 150). The tension in the Taiwan Strait
increased in the summer of 1958 when Chiang Kaishek announced an
imminent invasion of the mainland. While one hundred thousand of
Chiang’s troops, more than one-fourth of his forces, moved onto the

offshore islands of Jinmen (Quemoy) and Mazu (Matsu), U.S. President



Eisenhower ordered the Seventh Fleet mobilized in the Taiwan Straits.
The American press also reported that the U. S. government
threatened to use nuclear weapons. The Chinese government
reiterated its sovereign rights over Taiwan and demanded the U. S.
troops to withdraw from the area. Meanwhile, it agreed to reopen the
suspended ambassadorial talks to settle the Sino-American dispute
over Taiwan. The Taiwan Strait crisis did not escalate to warfare,
although the dispute was hard to settle.

Back on the mainland, smug about the success of the First Five-
Year Plan, Mao Zedong, chairman of the CCP, and many other leaders
became impatient for quick economic development. In 1958, the
Chinese leadership adopted "the general line for socialist construction”
and embarked upon a mass campaign known as "the Great Leap
Forward." The aim of the campaign was to speed up the pace of
economic progress and make China a major industrial power in a short
time. A typical slogan at that time was "Catch up with England in
fifteen years."

One big push during the Great Leap Forward was to increase
native and local industries. An extreme example was the "backyard
furnace.” In answer to the call of the Communist Party, almost every
household or group of households built and operated a furnace in the
backyard, and the authorities really believed that the output of iron
and steel increased as a result. It was later found that much of the
iron and steel produced by the backyard furnace was substandard and

not suitable for use as raw material for industry (Hung, 1976, p. 17).



Extreme efforts like this, in fact, resulted in a great waste in the
country's resources.

In agriculture, private plots were abandoned, and collectives
were amalgamated into "people's communes.” The communes were
responsible for production, education, health, and social services, and
all construction work within the area. The payment system gave way
to a free supply system, under which people were paid according to
their needs rather than according to their work. In pushing for
increased agricultural production, close planting and deep plowing
without adequate fertilization tend to destroy the quality of the land.

Partly because of such damage to the natural environment, China
suffered from droughts, floods, and associated plant diseases in the
years that followed. Agricultural output dropped drastically in 1959
and 1960 and recovered only slightly in 1961 (cited in Hung, 1976, p.
19). By 1959 there was a serious shortage of food in many parts of
China, and the country had to buy grain from foreign countries (Chang,
1989, p. 39).

China's industrial output also began to decline in mid-1960 and
dropped more than 50 percent from 1960 to 1961 (cited in Hung,
1976, p. 20). In the summer of 1960, the Soviet Union withdrew its
experts from China, repudiated all the contracts and discontinued
supplying equipment and spare parts to China. As a result, many
Chinese factories had to close down and projects under construction
had to be cancelled. The Soviet Union even required that China repay

its loan of 2.2 billion dollars, which includes, in addition to the
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economic loans, the delivery of weapons and materials during the
Korean War (Hung, 1976). "Considering both its agricultural and
industrial production, China was at the bottom of a depression in
1961" (cited in Hung, 1976, p. 20).

The situation was even worsened by the Sino-Indian border war
in 1962. Although China and India coexisted peacefully in the early
1950s, their border dispute remained unresolved. In 1959, Tibet,
China's autonomous region bordering on India, flared into rebellion.
This event, coupled by the deteriorating economic conditions in China
and a worsening split in the Sino-Soviet relations, suggested to the
Indians that China's confidence in handling problems on its southwest
frontier was shakier (Segal, 1985). Towards the end of 1961, India
formulated a "forward policy” in the border area to give substance to
Indian territorial claims. Shooting incidents were reported in May
1962. In the following months, India launched two rounds of
offensives against China, but were easily rebuffed by the Chinese
army. In November, after teaching India "the final crushing part of its
military lesson,” China declared a unilateral cease-fire and withdrew
its troops back to the Chinese side of the traditional boundary line.

The boundary crisis was thus cooled down, and the Chinese
government could once again concentrate on domestic problems.
Starting from 1962, China entered a period of recovery, which was
characterized by "readjustment, consolidation, reinforcement, and
improvement” (Hung, 1976, p. 23). During the recovery period, while

Mao devoted himself to fundamental policy and ideological work, Liu
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Shaoqi, state chairman (president), Zhou Enlai, premier, Chen Yun,
vice-premier, and Deng Xiaoping (Teng Hsiao-p'ing), vice-premier,
were in charge of working out concrete government policies and their
implementation. They adopted a more pragmatic approach in their
work. In the countryside, the ownership of most of the means of
production reverted from the communes to the collectives, and the
original payment system was restored. Once again, people were
allowed to own private plots, which accounted for about five percent
of the farmland in a given commune (Chow, 1984, p. 122). The "free
market" for family-produced commodities, though of a limited scale,
reappeared in villages.

The priority of industrial development was also changed to a
certain extent. Since the "agriculture-first" strategy was formulated
by the Party's ninth plenum in January 1961, China's industry shifted
its emphasis to three basic areas: chemical fertilizers, agricultural
machines, and electrification of irrigation--to promote agricultural
development (Chow, 1984, p. 122; Hung, 1976, p. 23). Another
change was the reorientation of industrial production towards
satisfying consumer demands.

Owing to these fundamental adjustments, by 1963 China had
recovered from the crisis since 1959. Both agricultural and industrial
production returned to the level before the Great Leap Forward

(Martin, 1980, p. 110).
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The Cultural Revolution Period (1966-1976)

While economic recovery was achieved quite successfully, the
ideological conflict among the Chinese leaders remained unsolved, or
even heated up. Generally speaking, there were two factions in the
Chinese Communist Party--the radicals (the ultra-leftists) and the
moderates (Wang, 1982, p. 32). The radicals, led by Mao, stressed
ideological purity and "politics in command.” They emphasized class
struggle and the political domination of all government work. The
moderate faction, headed by Liu Shaoqi, regarded economic
development as a priority and emphasized the important role of
expertise, instead of political loyalty, in the development process.

The chief source of the conflict between Mao and Liu was their
different views of class struggle (Chow, 1984, p. 126). While Liu ruled
out the necessity of class struggle in China, Mao believed that class
struggle still existed in a socialist country such as China.

As Liu and the other moderates gradually gained upper hand in
the country, Mao was afraid that "the momentum of his revolution
aimed at establishing a truly Communist society was slowing to a
standstill” (Martin, 1980, p. 111) and that Liu's "revisionism" would
take China onto the "capitalist road.”

In order to put China back on his socialist road and to train
millions of successors for the proletarian revolution, Mao instigated
the Socialist Education Movement in 1963. It was first implemented

in the People's Liberation Army (PLA) under the direction of Lin Biao,
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then minister of defense. Lin replaced former defense minister Peng
Dehuai in 1959 when Peng was ousted by Mao for his disagreement on
the radical economic policies during the "Great Leap Forward"
campaign. As a strategy to get further confidence from Mao, Lin
began to transform the PLA into a political force. In 1964, to unify
ideological training, he had the PLA compile and publish Quotations
from Chairman Mao--the famous "little red book." A cult of Mao was
thus promoted and had become pervasive by 1965.

Despite the widespread of personality cult, Mao realized that the
Socialist Education Movement was not as successful as he had expected
(Bishop, 1989, p. 74; Martin, 1980, p. 113). In January 1965, for the
first time, Mao claimed that China's main enemies were inside the
Communist Party (Bishop, 1989, p. 74). He charged that "a new
bourgeoisie had emerged in the Party and socialist institutions had
fallen into its hands" (Chang, 1989, p. 42). In order to promote his
ideology and restore his complete control over the country, Mao
decided to purge those "capitalist roaders” in authority and their
accomplices in the lower ranks. With the help of Lin Biao and other
followers, Mao launched the "Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution"--a
nationwide mass movement intended to recapture power from the
bourgeoisie.

The Cultural Revolution formally began on May 16, 1966, when
the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party issued a
circular written by Mao. The circular called for the Cultural Revolution

to pound at "the decadent ideological and cultural position still held by
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the bourgeoisie and the remnants of feudalism" and to weed out "those
representatives of the bourgeoisie who had sneaked into the
Communist Party" (Martin, 1980, p. 114).

Mao's first target was the cultural and educational circles (Wang,
1982, p. 34). With the start of the Cultural Revolution, universities
and schools throughout the country were closed. Many intellectuals,
including university teachers, were denounced. Students released
from their studies formed a new militant organization--the Red
Guards. Their slogan was "Defend Mao Zedong"--"implying that
Chairman Mao was being threatened by conspiratorial forces that were
plotting to deprive him of all power" (Martin, 1980, p. 115). On
August 18, 1966, Mao officially unleashed this new revolutionary
force (Kitts, 1970).

The mass movement was at its height in 1966 and 1967. Many
people who were regarded as "opponents” of Mao’s revolutionary line
were publicly paraded, denounced, beaten and persecuted (Wang,
1982). In the Party leadership, Liu Shaoqi, Mao's main rival, was
branded by Mao in March 1967 as the "No.l person in authority taking
the capitalist road." He was expelled from the Party and from all posts
both inside and outside the Party in October 1968 (Peking Review,
1968) and died in November 1969. Deng Xiaoping, general secretary
of the Party, was labeled as the "No. 2 power-holder in the party
taking the capitalist road." He was strongly criticized for his pragmatic
view: "It makes no difference whether a cat is black or white. If it

catches mice it is a good cat." Deng was purged in July 1967 and sent
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to Jiangxi Province for labor reform (Fang, 1979, p. 47). Among the
purged were also Peng Zhen, mayor of Beijing, Luo Ruiging, vice
premier and chief of the General Staff of the PLA, Lu Dingyi, chief of
the Central Propaganda Department, and Yang Shangkun, director of
the General Office of the CCP Central Committee. With more and more
prominent people losing their positions, the whole system of the
country had been shaken from top to bottom.

During the early years of the Cultural Revolution, the Red Guards
created havoc almost everywhere by destroying temples, churches
and whatever else they considered "feudalist” or "bourgeois." Through
house investigations, works of Western as well as traditional Chinese
art and literature were hunted out and destroyed. Western-style
clothes, haircuts and products were also prohibited. Quotations from
Chairman Mao and collections of Mao's writings became the
predominant publication in the country (Dutt and Dutt, 1970, pp. 48-
55).

The Cultural Revolution soon went out of control when violent
disturbances took place between different factions among the Red
Guards and other revolutionary radicals. Many people were killed or
wounded, property damaged, and the country's economy was
adversely affected by disruption of production. In Beijing, Red Guards
also laid siege to some foreign embassies. Such a turbulence was
beyond Mao's expectation. In September 1967, Mao had to resort to
the PLA troops to restore order (Chow, 1984, p. 129). Later,

revolutionary committees--a new form of power consisting of soldiers,
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leftist cadres, and the revolutionary masses--were set up all over the
country.

By 1968, the country began to regain its composure. Most of the
violent disturbances had calmed down. Posters had been cleared
away. Schools had reopened. Yet, the entire educational system was
greatly changed. School years were shortened, and more emphasis
was placed on ideological education rather than regular basic
curriculum.  Admittance to college and universities largely depended
on one’s political attitude rather than on intellectual ability (Bishop,
1989).

Another reason for the cooling down of the Cultural Revolution
turbulence was the military threat posed by the Soviet Union. The
Soviet troops' constant movements along the Sino-Soviet border
caused the Chinese to prepare for invasion, and a military clash
between the two countries along the Ussuri River in March 1969 made
war seem inevitable (Bishop, 1989, p. 78).

The most radical phase of the Cultural Revolution came to an end
in April 1969, when the Chinese Communist Party opened its ninth
national congress. At the congress, Mao emphasized that "the Party
should now be reestablished to its vanguard position” (Chow, 1984, p.
129). As a result of the Cultural Revolution and the perceived military
threat, the ninth congress found increased military influence in
personnel of the Party organization. About 40 percent of the new
Central Committee were representatives from the People's Liberation

Army, while about 30 were from revolutionary cadres, and the
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remaining 30 from revolutionary masses (Bridgham, 1970, p. 16).
More than 70 percent of the Eighth Central Committee, elected in
1956, had been replaced (Bishop, 1989, p. 78). The Party congress
passed a new charter, in which Lin Biao was unprecedentedly
designated as "Mao's successor.”
In his report to the congress, Lin (1969, p. 23) proclaimed:
A great victory has been won in the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.

However, the revolution must continue. The struggle between the

proletariat and the bourgeoisie by no means dies out with our seizure of
power.

Lin's statement was not unreasonable. The conflict inside the
Party did not cease with Liu Shaoqi's dismissal. Ironically, it was then
that a struggle between Mao and Lin started. In March 1970, Mao
decided to abolish the position of state chairman against Lin’s wish
(Bishop, 1989, p. 79). Later that year, Mao criticized Lin at the Party
conference for his ambition for more political power. This
development made Lin determined to solve his conflict with Mao by
force. After an abortive coup, on September 13, 1971, Lin tried to flee
to the Soviet Union, only to die in an aircraft crash in Mongolia. A few
months later he was officially denounced as "a traitor, conspirator, and
would-be assassin of Mao" (Martin, 1980, p. 118).

After the Lin Biao incident, the Communist Party sought to
eliminate Lin's influence on the Chinese political life. Mao, with the
assistance of Zhou Enlai, began to make adjustment on both external

and internal fronts. In diplomatic terms, China moderated its policies
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toward the West. In October 1971, the United Nations voted to turn
the seat held by the Kuomintang in Taiwan to the People's Republic of
China. With this breakthrough, China succeeded in returning to the
international community. To further rid itself of its previous isolation,
China normalized its relations with Japan in 1972. The most dramatic
change, however, was the reconciliation of the Sino-U.S. relations
following President Nixon's visit to China in the same year.

In the meantime, Mao remodeled part of his domestic politics.
While the radicals still remained the majority in the Chinese
leadership, Mao began to turn to some of the former moderate leaders
for the country's development. The most conspicuous personnel
change was the appointment of Deng Xiaoping in 1973 as vice-
chairman of the Chinese Communist Party and chief of the general
staff of the army (Bown, 1977, p. 51). Deng was also named acting
premier two years later when Premier Zhou was hospitalized with
cancer.

Once in power, Deng again emphasized production and material
welfare, as desired by the moderates. He emphasized the importance
of science and technology, and resurrected some of the old policies,
such as private ownership and material incentives (Wang, 1982, p.
42). In January 1975, the Party leadership called for the realization of
China's modernization by the end of the century (Zhou, 1975, p. 23).

While Mao was not satisfied with Deng's performance to some
extent, the Gang of Four, the nucleus of the radicals, felt that Deng's

pragmatic policies and conduct constituted a great obstacle to their
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advocation of continuing revolution and ideological purification. The
Gang of Four, formed after the death of Lin Biao, included Jiang Qing,
Mao's wife and member of the Politburo, Yao Wenyuan, member of the
politburo of the CCP; Zhang Chunqiao, a standing member of the
Politburo; and Wang Hongwen, vice-chairman of the Party. They rose
to prominence during the Cultural Revolution and were eager to seize
the highest power of the country.

As a counterattack, the Gang of Four, with Mao's support,
launched the ideological campaign "Criticize Lin Biao- Criticize
Confucius." In the guise of criticizing Lin and the ancient Confucian
philosophy, they actually directed their spearhead at Zhou Enlai and
then Deng Xiaoping (Chang, 1989, p. 45; Bishop, 1989, p. 80).

After the death of Premier Zhou in January 1976, the conflicts
between Deng and the Gang of Four became more intensified. During
the Qing Ming festival (China's Memorial Day honoring the dead) in
April, spontaneous mourning activities in honor of Zhou appeared on
the Tiananmen Square, the center of Beijing. On April 5, the Gang of
Four sent out men with clubs and other weapons to break up the
mourning crowds, and 380 people were arrested (Bishop, 1989, p. 87).
Two days later, the CCP politburo, upon Mao's instruction, announced
the Tiananmen Square incident as "counter-revolutionary" and
dismissed Deng from all his posts both inside and outside the Party.
The official announcement charged that Deng was the planner behind
the incident and denounced him as a "counter-revolutionary and right

deviationist, arch unrepentant capitalist-roader in the Party" (Peking
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Review, 1976). Yet, against the wishes of the Gang of Four, Mao
appointed Hua Guofeng as premier and the first vice-chairman of the
Party, thus officially making Hua as his successor.

Mao died on September 9, 1976. About a month later, with the
help of Marshall Ye Jianying, Hua ordered the arrest of the members
of the Gang of Four. The arrest marked the end of the Cultural
Revolution. Hua was soon named chairman both of the Chinese

Communist Party and of its Central Military Commission.

The Post-Cultural Revolution Period (since 1977)

After the arrest of the Gang of Four, the radicals were greatly
weakened and the moderates gradually gained the dominant power in
the Chinese leadership.

In July 1977, the CCP Central Committee restored Deng Xiaoping
to his former posts (Pye, 1981). Under Deng's initiative, the Party
embarked on a liberal process. The first development was to "unify
the Party's thought,” namely to "accept practice as the sole criterion of
truth." This was in opposition to those "whateverists,” led by Hua, who
maintained that "whatever Mao has said ought to be done and
whatever he has not said ought to be left alone" (Sullivan, 1980, p. 39).
The struggle finally ended with the pragmatists' victory, and Deng
gradually took over power from Hua.

December 1978 witnessed the opening of the Third Plenary

Session of the Eleventh CCP Central Committee, which "marked a
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crucial turning point in Chinese history" (Chang, 1989, p. 45). The
plenary session reversed many previous unjust verdicts, including the
Peng Dehuai case in 1959 and the Tiananmen Square Incident in 1976.
The Party also decided to adopt the policy of economic reform and
opening to the outside world and to shift the focus of the Party and
government work to economic construction. In 1979, the CCP leaders
proclaimed that “"class struggle is no longer the principal contradiction
in our society; in waging it we must center around and serve the
central task of socialist modernization” (Howkins, 1982, p. 16).

In September 1980, Zhao Ziyang, a strong supporter of the
economic reforms, replaced Hua as premier at the Second Session of
the Fifth National People's Congress. In June 1981, Hua resigned as
both chairman of the CCPCC and of its Military Commission. Hu
Yaobang, another reformist, was elected as chairman of the CCPCC, and
Deng Xiaoping as chairman of the Military Commission. Hu was later
named the Party’'s general secretary, the center of the CCP leadership,
when the title of party chairman was abolished.

Since 1979, many changes have been made in China's domestic
and foreign policies. Individual economy was once again allowed and
even encouraged as an "auxiliary socialist economy" that could co-exist
with the system of state ownership and collective ownership (Yu,
1980). The responsibility system was adopted, first in agriculture and
then in industry, to ensure that the producers have more autonomy
and responsibility for planning and producing. The government also

adopted various flexible measures to improve China's finance and
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trade situation (Yao, 1982).

To speed up the four modernizations, China made efforts to
develop and improve relations, especially economic and trade
relations, with industrialized countries. One of the approaches adopted
by the government was to encourage and attract foreign direct
investment in China. This resulted in the establishment of many Sino-
foreign joint ventures in the country and the appearance of more
Western products on the Chinese market.

Another striking sign of change was that great importance was
attached to the development of science and technology. Deng claimed
in 1979 that "science and technology,” not "politics,” were the most
important factors in China's construction and modernization (Chen,
1979). Intellectuals who were denounced during the Cultural
Revolution were rehabilitated; many of the radical educational policies
during the Cultural Revolution were discarded; college entrance
examinations were restored; and preliminary knowledge again became
the major subject taught in schools and universities. Since the late
1970s, China has sent many students and scholars to major Western
countries, such as the United States, Japan, Britain, West Germany and
France, to acquire modern sciences and technologies. All these policies
have led to the rapid development of China's economy.

In politics, "democracy and legal systems"” were advocated by
the government. One of the remarkable changes was the abolition of
lifelong tenure for Party and government leaders in 1985.

While these policies proved quite successful in the
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modernization drive, China's advance toward a socialist market-
oriented economy did not seem easy. Problems like economic
dislocations and a big deficit occurred (Wang, 1982, p. 55). Therefore,
the government had to spend three years "readjusting, reforming,
rectifying, and raising standards” in order to seek the right way to
carry out the economic reform (Hua, 1979, p. 1). Some of the foreign
contracts had to be cancelled, and the work emphasis was shifted from
building new enterprises to consolidating, reorganizing and utilizing
the existing enterprises (Yao, 1982).

Another problem caused by the opening-up policy was the
penetration of pornographic materials and Western bourgeois ideas.
To ensure ideological purification, the CCP authority created an "Anti-
Spiritual Pollution” Campaign in 1983-84. Nevertheless, the problem
of "ideological liberalization"” was far from being solved.

In Spring 1989, a nationwide student demonstration for
“freedom and democracy” broke out in China. The movement
gradually escalated to sit-downs and hunger strikes on the Tiananmen
Square. It lasted for more than six weeks until it was quelled on June
3-4 as an "counterrevolutionary disturbance” (People's Daily, June 4,
1989, p. 1).

China's economy, which had been developing at a remarkably
fast pace, suffered a setback after the incident as foreign businessmen
suspended loans to China or cancelled their investment, fearing that
China was going to close its door once again (Anderson et al, 1989; and

Cheng, 1990). The Chinese leaders, however, repeatedly stressed the
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continuity of the reform and open policy (Zhang, 1989). In July 1989,
Jiang Zeming, the newly elected Party general secretary, reassured
that China's overall policy of reform and opening to the outside world
would never change; on the contrary, this reform and openness would
be carried out even more effectively (Beijing Review, 1989). He called
on leaders at all levels to "concentrate on economic construction.” In
January 1992, Deng Xiaoping, the chief architect of China's reform and
opening-up project reiterated that economic development is vital to
building socialism with Chinese characteristics and called for "bolder

reforms and faster economic development” (Beijing Review, 1992).
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CHAPTER III. LITERATURE REVIEW

General Systems Theory

According to the general systems theory, a system is "a complex
of elements or components directly or indirectly related in a causal
network, such that each component is related to at least some others
in a more or less stable way within any particular period of time"
(Buckley, 1967, p. 41). The interrelations between the various
components may be "mutual or unidirectional, linear, non-linear or
intermittent, and varying in degrees of causal efficacy or priority."

Smith (1987, p. 2) noted that the general systems theory
"provides a basis for making predictions about complex causal
relationships among elements of a social system.” He suggested that
social systems are "engaged in a dynamic process by which they
continually change their structures to ever increasing levels of
complexity” and that "subsystems within a larger social system both
affect and are affected by each other” (Smith, 1987, p. 1). Measuring
complex causal relationships among different subsystems requires
extensive time-based data.

Many studies view the media as significant subsystems within
the larger social systems of the community (DeFleur and Ball-Rokeach,
1982; Lin, 1983). Merrill (1974, p. 23) pointed out that "a nation's
press or media system is closely tied to the political system." Lin

(1983, p. 1) described the relationship between the political system
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and the media system as the "linkage between two social subsystems."”
This linkage directly influences the information availability to the
media and the access to the media by a society.

In China, the press serves as the instrument of the Communist
Party and the government. Because of this special relationship, the
subsystem of media is closely related to the subsystem of politics, and

is inevitably affected by any change in the political system.

Four Theories of the Press

In 1956, Siebert, Peterson and Schramm published their
landmark book Four Theories of the Press, which "remains the major
source and point of reference” for studies of world press systems
(McQuail, 1987, p. 111). The three American authors categorized
world press systems into four mutually exclusive theoretical types: the
authoritarian, the libertarian, the social responsibility and the Soviet
communist (Siebert et al., 1956).

The authoritarian theory

The authoritarian theory of the press represents the oldest form
of press system. Under this theory, the press, as an institution, should
be subordinate to established state authority. The chief purpose of the
press is to support and advocate the policies of the government in
order to maintain the status quo. Criticism of authority or official
policies is prohibited. The theory justifies censorship and punishment

on the press through laws and licenses (Siebert et al., 1956).
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The libertarian theory

The libertarian theory is regarded as "the main legitimating
principle” for mass media in "liberal democracies” (McQuail, 1987, p.
112). Most of its principles date from the Age of Enlightenment in the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. Under the libertarian doctrine,
the press should be separated from official control, and publication
should be free from prior censorship by a third party. The functions
of the media are "to inform and to entertain”, and to serve as a check
on the government. This philosophy emphasizes the concepts of "free
marketplace of ideas” and "self-righting process” (Siebert et al., 1956).

The social responsibility theory

The social responsibility theory of the press largely derived from
the belief that "in some respects the free market had failed to fulfil
the promise of press freedom and to deliver expected benefits to
society” (McQuail, 1987, p. 116). The theory emphasizes press
obligations to society, although the chief purpose and functions of the
press under this philosophy are similar to those under the libertarian
theory. According to the Commission on Freedom of the Press, a
responsible press should meet five requirements: 1) The press should
provide "a truthful, comprehensive, and intelligent account of the
day's events in a context which gives them meaning" (Siebert et al.,
1956, p. 87); 2) it should serve as "a forum for the exchange of
comment and criticism" (Siebert et al., 1956, p. 89); 3) it should project
"a representative picture of the constituent groups in society” (Siebert

et al., 1956, p. 91); 4) i