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INTRODUCTION 

A study of Iowa during the period from 1860 to 1870 

should result in a more thorough understanding of the whole 

economic and socla1 development of the West against the back

ground of the Civil War. 

The problems of the Iowa settler were similar to those 

of the settlers of other western states. The changes caused 

in increasing population and land distribution were common to 

most of the states of the west. The sources of their popula

tion were alike. Agricultural interests and industrial 

development were focused on the same type of products. Most 

of the states were deserting river transportation for rail

roads. The problem of finding new markets to take the place 

of the southern markets closed during the Civil War was shared 

by all the states along the Upper Mississippi River. Similar 

business conditions were encountered as these states developed. 

and the currency problem created by the national government 

troubled all of them. Social life in Iowa was typical of that 

found elsewhere in the West. All through the territory homes. 

schools) and churches were being established. Newspapers were 

circulating and entertainments, agricultural societies, and 

fairs were an important factor in the lives of the people. 

During the Civil War decade Iowa underwent great economic 

~~d social changes. Some of these changes came as a result 
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of the war. Others were more directly the outgrowth of Iowa's 

rapid transition from a frontier stage to a settled stage of 

culture. The Civil War and the political difficulties which 

f'ollowed of'ten appear as the only events ot: consequence during 

the decade; but the tremendous expansion of' the West during the 

same years is quite as deserving of note. 

The development ot: Iowa may be considered as representa

tive of a large group ot: Upper Mississippi Valley states. The 

purpose of' this thesis is to investigate the many changes in 

population, industry, transportation, business and other phases 

of society which took place in Iowa f'rom 1860 to 1870. 
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POPULATION 

Iowa contained 674,913 people in 1860.1 In that year the 

frontier line cut across the northwestern part of the state. 

Thirty counties had less than two persons to the square mile.2 

Roughly speaking, a line drawn from Cerro Gordo County down 

through Carroll, Adair, Audubon, and Shelby and back up to 

Monona County would show the frontier. The only other county 

with less than two persons per square mile was Grundy County. 

By 1870 this line had been completely broken, and only five 

scattered counties, Hancock, Ida, Lyon, O'Brien, and Sioux had 

less than two persons per square mile.3 

In contrast to the sparsely settled northwest, the 

eastern part of Iowa had many well-settled areas and some old 

towns, the river system being the great determlning factor in 

tneir location. In 1860 two cities, Dubuque and Davenport, 

each had n population of over 10,000, while four others, 

Keokuk, Burlington, Muscatlne, and Iowa City, had between 

5,000 and 10,000.4 The Mississippi River was of primary 

importance in the development of towns, but the Des MOines, 

Skunk, Iowa and Cedar rivers each attracted people north-

lIown. Secretary of state. Census of Iowa for 1880. 
F. N. Mills, Des Moines. 1883. 

2I bid., p. 200-201. 
3Ibid., p. 200-201. 
4Ibid., compiled from p. 424-610. 



westward into the interior. In 1860 twenty-five eastern 

counties had populations ranging from 12.000 to over 30~000. 

The first five of these named inorder~ Dubuque~ Lee~ Scott~ 

Clayton, and Des MOines, were on the Mississippi River. 

Lynn County, ranking 8ixth~ had the advantage of two large 

rivors, the Cedar and Wapsipinicon. Clinton on the 

Mississippi came next~ then Henry County on the Skunk River, 

Jackson on the Mississippi~ Johnson on the Iowa" Van Buren 

on the Skunk, and Marshall on the Iowa. 

The population of Iowa grew rapidly from 674.913 in 1860 

to 1,194,020 in 1870, an increase of 5l9~107 during the decade. 

This advanced Iowa from twentieth to eleventh place among the 

states.5 In average density the increase was from 12.26 to 

21.69 persons per square mile. During the period Burlington~ 

Keokuk, Des Moines, and Council Bluffs grew to over 10,000 

each,while Clinton~ Muscatine, ottumwa, Oedar Rapids and 

Iowa City joined the 5,000 class. The growth of Iowa through 

the decade is apparent from the table computed from the Iowa 

Census of 1880. 

The low figures for 1863 are explained in part by the 

fact that about 30,000 Iowa soldiers were in the war when the 

Census of that year was taken and many were not en~~erated.6 

5I bid., p. 4. 
6 . 
Ibid., p. xxii. 



Year 

1860 
1863 
1865 
1867 
1869 
1870 
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TABLE 1 

POPUIJ~ Tlon GROWTHa 

: Total 
: population : . . 

674,913 
701,093 
756,209 
902,317 

1,045,025 
1,194,020 

. • 

Increase over 
last Census 

26,180 
55,116 

146,224 
143,708 
148,995 

: Average annual 
: increase between 
: Censuses 

8,726 
27,558 
73,114 
71,854 

148,995 

alowa. Secretary of State. Census of Iowa for 1880. 
pp.170-l72. 

The population growth from 1865 to 1867 stimulated further 

immigration during the last three years of the decade. Reports 

of good crops attracted immigrants.7 More people came to Iowa 

in the last three years than in the first seven. The negro 

population also increased materially in this period. In 1860 

there were 1,134 negroes in Iowa, while in 1870 there were 

5,183. 

The three sources of population growth during this decade 

were: (1) the people who emigrated from other states of the 

United States; (2) the people coming from foreign nations; and 

(3) persons born in Iowa. Of these three groups the persons 

born in Iowa presented the greatest proportion of the increase. 

~lere were 237,472 more native Iowans living in Iowa in 1870 

than in 1860. The number of Americans from other states had 

increased by 183,020, and foreign born persons living in Iowa 

had increased by 98,615. Of the total population in 1860, 

7 Ibid., p. xiv. 
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28.3 per cent were born in Iowa, 55.9 per cent were born in 

other states, and 15.7 per cent were born in foreign countries. 

By 1870 the percentages had changed, with the result that 

35.9 per cent were Iowa born, 46.9 per cent were from other 

states, and 17.1 per cent were of foreign birth.8 

The large number of children born in Iowa was rapidly 

increasing the proportion of native Iowans wni1e the foreign 

percentage rose only a little. By 1870 about one person in 

six was foreign born. Another point about the population" 

which is frequently overlooked is that many people had already 

left Iowa either to return to their former homes or to go on 

pioneering in less settled territories. While Iowa in 1870 

had 478,186 residents who had been born in other states, 

89,011 natives of Iowa had settled in other states.9 

The foreign immigration was almost wholly from northern 

burope. There were 30,136 more Germans living in Iowa in 

1870 than in 1860. The British Empire ranked next with an 

increase of 29,137 from Ireland, British America, England, and 

Scotland. People of Scandinavian birth were an important 

element showing an increase of 11,868 Norwegians, 9,331 Swedes, 
10 and 2,166 Danes. The Dutch born increased by 1,898 while 

other nationalities were almost negligible in the population. 

Some foreigners were scattered throughout the state, but 

a few communities developed which had a preponderance of aliens. 

8Ibid., computed from p. 169. 
9I bid., p. 171. 
10Ibid., computed from pp. 168-171. 
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Large numbers of Danes and Norwegians settled in the northern 

counties of the state, especially in Winneshiek, Roward, Worth, 

and Winnebago counties. Jefferson and Boone counties con

tained numerous Swedes, while Dubuque, Webster, and Palo Alto 

had large groups of Irish. 

The Dutch settled at Pella in Marion County, and in the 

latter part of the decade many moved to Orange City in Sioux 

County.ll Religious persecution and poor economic and social 
~ 

conditions of the Separatist group in Holland caused the4?ella 

colony to come to Iowa about 1850. Almost ,600 pepple came 

from Holland under the leadership of Henry Peter Scholte, a 

clergyman, and by 1860 their town was a thriving city of Dutch 

Americans. Besides this group there were scatterings of Dutch 

in the larger towns of the Mississippi. Burlington and 

Dubuque received some, while Keokuk had about 150 foreign born 

Dutch in 1856.12 By 1869 Pella was ready to branch off and 

form a new colony_ The farm land around Pella was already 

settled and young men who wanted to start farming for themselves 

felt they must look elsewhere for land. The spot chosen was 

named Orange City. In 1870 about sixty-five Dutch families 

migrated to Orange City to begin again, as their fathers had 

done, in building homes on the unbroken prairie.13 

11Iowa• Board of immigration. Iowa: the home for immigrants, 
being a treatise on the resources, and giving useful in
formation with regard to the state, for the benefit of im
migrants and others. p. 66. Mills and Co., Des Moines. 1870. 

12Van der Zee, J. The Hollanders of Iowa. p. 103. State 
Historical SOCiety of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa. 1912. 

~ Ibid., p. 140. 
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Of the American born immigrants to Iowa, Ohio had con

tributed the most in 1860 with Indiana, Pennsylvania, New York~ 

and Illinois ranking next in order. In 1870 Ohio still con-

tributed the greatest number waile next in rank were New York, 

Pennsylvania, Illinois, and Indiana.14 Immigrants from New York 

and the New England States comprised the larger proportion of 

settlers in the northern part of the state while the settlers 

from Ohio, Indiana, and Pennsylvania tended to go to the 

southern part. There were numerous exceptions to this usual 

distribution. Tabor, Page, and Adams cOlmtles located in the 

southern part of Iowa had large groups of New England people.15 

Foreign immigration into Iowa was by no means as great 

as might lmve been expected in consideration of the number of 

foreign ~igrants to the United states. In 1860 less than 

one per cent of the 100,000 foreigners coming to this country 

settled in Iowa.16 This constituted a serious problem to a 

state waich was anxious for settlers. Wisconsin had maintained 

a Commissioner of Immigration in New York from 1852 to 1855 

for the purpose of directing settlers to his state. Both 

Wisconsion and Minnesota had generous provisions for suffrage 

for foreigners who would take out their first citizenship 

papers. Not to be outdone, Dubuque citizens organized the 

Erndgrant Association in 1858 for the purpose of spreading 

14Iowa. Secretary of state, op. cit., PP. 168-169. 1883. 
l5Iowa• Board of immigration. Ope cit., p. 66. 
l6Hansen, M. L. Official encouragement of immigration to 

Iowa. The Iowa Jour. of Hist. and Pol, 19:170. 1921. 
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information about Iowa and acting as agent in the land business. 

The organization made appeals to the press to publish complete, 

descriptions of their cmmties and much was done along this 

line.17 In 1860 a State Commissioner was appointed to reside 

in New York. -His salary vms $2400 and his term was for two 

years. At the end of the first term the office was closed 

because of the immediate problems of the Civil War. 

In 1870 the rivalry for immigrants reappeared and hand-

books advertising Nebraska, Kansas, Missouri, Minnesota, and 

Wisconsin were issued. MirL."1osota agents were reported to be 

circulating stories that the summers in Iowa VlCre so hot 
18 that no Norwegians could live there. In 1870 the Iowa Board 

of IIDm1gration was established by the governor. The Secretary 

of the Board of Immigration was to furnish publicity for Iowa 

and the Board: was authorized to appoint and pay agents to act 

in the East if it saw fit to do so.19 

Representatives of Germany, Holland, Scandinavian countires, 

and the eastern part of the United States were on the Iowa 

Board. Much credit is given to Mr. A. R. Fulton, the first 

Secretary for a series of articles he published in the Iowa 

state Register. Andreas, writing a few years mter about the 

Iowa State Register said: 

17Ibid., 19:162-163. 1921. 
18Ibid., 19:165-166. 1921. 
19Iowa • Laws, statutes, etc. Acts and joint resolutions 

passed ~t the 13th session of the general assembly of the 
state of Iowa. p. 34. F. W. Pal~er, Des Moines. 1870. 
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Among the distinctive reatlwes introduced by them was 
the 'Tour of Iowa Counties', in which nearly every 
county in the State was visited, its history, descrip
tion, resources and advantages fully written up and 
published. The benefit of this publication to the State 
cannot be too highly estimated. Thousands upon 
thousands of copies of the papers containing these 
sketches were circulated in the East and in Europe, and 
have been the means of bringing many thousands of good 
citizens to the state. Northwestern Iowa was settled 
up almost within a single year as the result of a series 
of sketches entitled tFree Homes in Iowa' published in 
the paper.20 

An agreement whereby the railroads paid most of the sala ry 

for Iowa's agents was very userul. Approximately 45,000 

copies of the "Tour of Iowa Counties" were published and 

distributed. Over 14,000 were printed in German and 2,800 

in Dutch. The Norwegian copies were destroyed almost im

mediately in the Chicago fire in 1871.21 

Despite Iowa's share in trying to attract settlers, Iowa 

was a leader in working for federal control of immigration •. 

state encouragement and regulation resulted in many misunder

standings among immigrants because state agents were often 

over-enthusiastic or unscrupulous. Some eastern states began 

to charge a special tax on immigrants under the guise of pro

viding hospitals or pauper relief for them. The western states 

and the transportation companies resented this and considered 

it an unfair gain on the part of the ~ast and a deterrent to 

immigrants. 22 In 1870 Iowa took an important part in the 

20Andreas, A. T. Illustrated historical atlas of 
of Iowa. p. 558. Andreas Atl~s Co., Chicago. 

21Hansen, OPe cit., 19:170. 1921. 
22I bid., 19:179. 1921. 

the State 
1875. 
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national convention called for the purpose of taking i~gra

tlon control away f~om the states and putting it under the 

national gove~~ent.23 

23I bid •• 19:181. 1921. 
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THE DISTRIBUTION OF IOWA LAND 

One of the most important problems of the immigrant was 

that of location. The arrangements for securing title to land 

were of great importance. As early as 1856 all the good 

public land within fifty or seventy-five miles of the 

Mississippi or near the railroads had been taken. 24 However, 

unimproved land near the Mississippi could be purchased from 

private ovmers for from $4 to $10 per acre and improved land 

was priced from $10 to $40, or even $50, per acre.25 

The public land available for settlement was all at a 

considerable distance from the waterways and railroads. 

However, back from the rivers and ral+roads, there was still 

much land unsettled and unclaimed in 1860. An article in the 

Clinton Herald in 1862 stated: 

The Hamilton Freeman s~ys there are 20,000 acres of 
choice land in Hamilton and Wright counties free to 
actual settlers under the Homestead Law;' and better 
soil never layout of doors. Mills are convenient, 
schoolhouses are abundant, and the public improve
ments most needed are built and paid for. Both 
counties are out of debt and their orders are just 
as good as Uncle Sam's "greenbacks. tf26 

As late as 1870 there were still 1,192,580.36 acres of 

pub~ic domain in Iowa.27 Government lands were surveyed as 

24Parker, N. H. 
citizens, and 
Lee, Chicago. 

25Ibid., p. 67. 

Iowa as it is in 1855; a gazeteer for 
a handbook for emmigrants. p. 67. Keen and 
1855. 

26Clinton Herald, July 26, 1862. 
27U• S. General Land Office. Report of the Commissioners 

for 1870. p. 87. 1872. 
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rapidly as possible during the late fifties and early sixties. 

By 1861 the whole state had been surveyed and opened for 

distributlon. 28 Land was offered for sale at public auction 

as soon as surveyed~ the minimum sale price being 01.25 per 

acre. There were numerolls bidders for the desirable land, 

and the auctions were frequently exciting events. After the 

auction unsold land was subject to private entry for $1.25 

per acre. Pre-emption rights made it possible for the earlier 

settler of land to purchase it at this price also. rltost of 

the Iowa land acquired directly by settlers was taken under 

the Pre-emption Act of 1841. Veterans of the Black Hawk and 

Mexican Wars~ and, in the later part of the decade, veterans 

of the Civil War, could obtain title to land through land 

warrants. By 1870 there was very little land left undistributed 

in IO\,la. 

Uathan Parker in !flowa As It Is in 1855" told prospective 

immigrnnts how to get their land. The first step for the 

settler was to go to the land office of the district in which 

he was interested. There he would be given maps of the 

townships showing all vacant or unentered lands. He could then 

go out to select his land, but was warned to take a surveyor 

or someone who understood the system to help him. 'Next he 

was to make application to the Register, receive a certiflcate 

of applicatlon which he was to present to the Receiver whom 

28U• S. General Land Of£ice. Report of the Cownissioner 
for 1861. p. 22. 1862. 
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TABLJ!) 2 

DISPOSAL OF PUBLIC LAnDa 

Acres 

Quantity sold to settlers 11,916,276.26 

Entered under the Homestead Law of 
!l.ay 20, l.862 and its supplements 714,598.28 

Granted for milItary service 14,075,385.77 

Approved under grants in aid of railroads 1,760,468.39 

Quantity granted for internal. improvements 500,000.00 

Salines 46,080.00 

Donations and grants for schools and 
universities 1,000,663.00 

Located with Indian scrip 2,200.00 

Seats of government and public blildings 3,840.00 

Reserved for benefit of Indians 119,183.34 

Remaining unsold and appropriated 
June 30, 1870 1,192,580.36 

au. S. General Land Office. Report of tho Commissioners 
for 1870. p. 504-507. 1872. 

he was to pay in specie or with a warrant or Virginia land 

script. Ho would recei v.~ a duplicate receipt and in a year or 

two was to present the receipt to the same office and receive 
29 his patent from the government. 

After 1862 it was possible to take out land under the 

Homestead Act. Under this law a settler in Iowa could get 

free of cost 160 acres of ~l.25 land or 80 acres of ~2.50 land, 

29 
Parker, OPe cit., p. 67. 
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the difference in price being based on the distance of the 

land from the railroad. The pr'ocedure VIllS much the same as 

for pre-emption except that a ten dollar fee and one per cent 

of the fixed cash price had to be paid to both the negister 

and the Receiver. Selling a homen~ead claim before five years 

had passed constituted abandonment of the claim.30 After f1ve 

years' settlement and cultivation the claim could be estab-

lished and the government pa tent obtained by paying another 

fee of four dollars each to the Register and the Receiver. 

Only 714,598 acres of Iowa land were actually settled under 

the Homestead Act. On the other hand, very large areas'were 

allotted for military service and swamp selections. 

Another way one could obtain land Vias to buy it from the 

railroad companies. In the fifties government encouragement 

to railroad companies had resulted in giving them hugs 

quantities of land. Tne land grant railroads might have held 

their lands much longer, but by 1870 they were sellIng it 

rapidly. It ~ms to their advantage as transportation companies 

to get the land settled. In Iowa: the Rome for IIIl!ni{':rnnts 

Parker said, "It is really a gratifying fact that these cor

porations prefer to have his vast and rich domain pass into 

the hands of actual settlers, who will render it prodl.1ctive.,,3l 

In 1870 the Burling-ton and l.iissouri River Railroad vms offering 

386,180 acres of land in southern Iowa for from $5 to ~l5 per 

30Iowa• Board of Irr~18ration. Op. Cit., p. 58. 
31Ibid.~ p. 46. 



-16-

acre depending on the distance from the road. To actual settlers 

ten years' credit at six per cent was offered to purchasers of 

over 40 acres.52 The Chicago~ Rock Island and Pacific offered 

most of its land for from $5 to $10 per acre which was below 

the price asked for similar lands in the same neighborhoOd.53 

However, the Chicago~ Rock Island and Pacific made a net gain 

of $4,887,260 on their Iowa land.54 Much railroad land was not 

sold unt11 the seventies and eight1es. The Cedar Rapids and 

Missouri River Railroad Company land was sold in 1869 to the 

Iowa Railroad Land Company which resold it to settlers for from 

$5 to $12 per acre. Woodlands were especially valuable and 

sold at $15 to ~~O per acre. 55 

Federal aid to the schools through land grants was well 

established by 1860 and considerable land was set aside for 

this purpose. Seven separate federal land grants were made. 

Some were specifically for education while others were 

eventually redirected into educational purposes. These grants 

were (1) The Sixteenth Section Grant, (2) The Five Hundred 

1~ousand Acre Grant, (5) The University Grant, (4) The 

Agricultural College Grant, (5) The Saline Land Grant~ (6) The 

Five Section Grant~ and (7) Tne Swamp Land Grant.36 

The sixteenth section in each township was granted to 

Iowa by an act of Congress in 1845 and accepted by the General 

32Ibid., p. 48 
33Ibid., p. 51 
34Sanborn, J. B. Congressional grants of land in aid of 

railways. p. 107. Bul. of U. of Wis. No. 30. 1899. 
35Iowa. Board of Immigration. Ope cit., p. 56. 
36Buffum, R. S. Federal aid to education in Iowa. The 

Iowa Jour. of Hist. and Pol.~ 4:562. 1906. 



-17-

Assembly in 1849.37 Over a million acres were thus made the 
\ 

basis for a permanent school fund. In 1860 the control of 

these lands was placed with the Board of Supervisors. Through

out the seventies there was difficulty about school lands belng 

sold too cheaply. Some school lands were sold as low as twenty

five cents per acre.38 In 1864 a minimum price of ~;I.25 per 

acre was set. This was replaced in 1870 by a minimum price of 

$6 per acre except under special circumstances. No school land 

was to be sold until there were at least twenty-five legal 

voters resident in the township~39 During the decade of 1860 

to 1870 patents were granted on 315,772.8 acres under the 

Sixteenth Section Grant" the generally prevailing price .being 

$1.25 per acre.40 '1'he Five Hundred Thousand Acre Land Grant 

for internal improvements passed by Congress in 1841 gave the 

state upon its admission to the Union another big grant all of 
. . . 41 

which was diverted to common schools. Of this amount 

197,884.58 aores were patented between 1860 and 1870. The 

University Grant passed by Congress in 1845 allowed seventy

two seotions for a univ.ersity. Of this 21,501.64 acres were 

patented in the decade.42 The remainder of the Saline Grant 

of 1845 was diverted to the University in 1860 and under the 

37Ibid.~ 4:563-564. 1906. 
38Kirkman" J. C. A his tory of land grants used for educa

tion in Iowa. p. 23. Unpublished M. S. thesis. 
Library" Lowa State College, Ames" Iowa. 1928. 

39Iowa• Laws, statutes" etc. Acta and joint resolutions 
passed at the 13th session of the general assembly of 
the state of Iowa. p. 29. 1870. 

40Buffum" OPe c1t.~ 4:576-577. 1906. 
41Ibid., 4:580. 1906. 
42Ibid., 4:587. 1906. 
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new law 24,566.87 acres were added to the school lands.43 

The Land Grant College Act of 1862 appropriated 30,000 acres 

of land for each Senator and Representative in Congress. 

Iowa received 240,000.96 acres for the establishment of colleges 
. A4 

of agriculture and mechanic arts. - 'l'his land was formally 

granted to the Iowa State Agricultural College.45 Part of the 

large Swamp Land Grant also went into the school fund. 

The disposal of the swamp lands was an outstanding part 

of the Iowa land problem. Approximately two-sevenths of Iowa 

had been approved for swamp seloction before 1870.46 

Originally the law provided for giving the land to the bene

ficiaries (the states) to provide them with funds to buIld 

levees and drain swampy places so that the land mi&~t be 

cultivated and malaria relieved.47 Congress paid an indemnity 

to the states on swamp lands which had already been bought from 

'the United States for cash and confirmed individual titles to 

that land under provisions of an act passed in 1855.48 'l'ne 

swamp lands were disposed of by the counties at very low 

figures in many Instanc9s. story CO~Ulty voted in 1863 to 

donate ner remaining swamp lands to the Cedar ~apids and 

Missouri Railroad in return for its locating the road through 

43Ibid. , 5:8. 1907. 
44Ibid. , 5:12. 1907. 
45Ibid. , 5:23. 1907 
46U. s. General Land Office. Report of the Commissioner :for 

1870. p. 504-505. 1872. 
47U. s. General Land O:ffice. Report of the COrrL.'l1iss ioner for 

1866. p. 36. 1867. 
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the central part of the county.49 Wright County voted with 

only one dissenting vote to sell its swamp lands to the 

American ~migrant Company for $1500. The deeds conveyed about 

18,000 acres.50 

By 1870 most of the public land in Iowa had been settled. 

What was left was in the northwestern part and had to be 

taken by pre-emption or homesteading. ~nen pre-empted the law 

required that the settler "inhabit and improve the land and 

shall erect a dwelling house thereon." Since most of the land 

remaining open to pre-emption in 1870 was within the railroad 

grants, the price was ~2.50 per acre. One man could get 160 

acres. Payment of the $2.50 per acre or the $1.25 per.acre if 

it were outside the railroad grants entitled the settler to 

full title at the end of the year.5l 

Especially notable is the fact that more land was granted 

for military service than for any other cause. While almost 

eleven million acres were designated as swamp land, it must not 

be understood that all this really was swamp land. Iowa and 

many other states received far more acres under swamp grants 

than were really justified by the lowland areas in the states.52 

49Allen, W. G. History of story County, Iowa. p. 354. Iowa 
Printing Co., Des Moines. 1887. 

50Covil, w. c. ~wamp lands in Wright Count~ The Annals of 
Iowa. Series 3, 7:360. 1906. Reprint from Webster- City 
Freeman-Tribune, July 13, 1904. 

5lIowa. Board of Immigration. Ope cit., p. 58. 1870. 
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AGRICULTURB 

Iowa covers an area o~ 55,045 squaro miles. It is 

approximately 300 miles lon3 from east to west and a little 

over 200 miles wide from north to south. Bounded on the east 

by the Mississippi River and on the west by the Missouri, Iowa 

had the advantage of two great waterways in a period wnen 

waterways were highly important. The climate, though at times 

uncomfortable due to extreme heat in the summer and extreme 

cold in the winter, was important in the development of a 

farming community. The fortunate combination of temperate 

zone climate with millions of acres of excellent soil cannot 

be over-estimated in influencing settlers to come to Iowa. 

The sur~aceof the state is gently rolling, the western part 

of the state being somewhat higher than the eastern. It"is 

drained by numerolls rivers and contains a few lakes, mostly 

in the northern part. The soil is fertile and the rainfall 

normally sufficient for the production of large grain crops. 

In 1860 almost every phase of development was apparont 

in Iowa. Tne wooded territories of the eastern part of Iowa 

had been settled for ten or twenty years while the treeless 

prairies o~ the northwestern part were still in the ~rontier 

stage. Parts of the state already had railroads and good 

river transportation while other parts were without any kind 

or means of transportation except wagon and horses. In 1870 
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agriculture was still far ahead of other types of employment 

in Iowa. There were 2l0~263 persons engaged in agriculture 

and 58~484 in professional and personal services. There were 

47,319 people employed in manufacturing, mechanical and mining 

operations and 28,210 in trade and transportation.53 

'Throughout the period of the sixties the number of farms 

almost dO'.lbled, rising from 59.629 farms in 1860 to 116.292 

farms in 1870.54 There were 15,541,793 acres in farms in 1870 

as compared with 10,069,907 acres in farms in 1860. The amount 

of improved land almost tripled in the decade, rising from 

3,792~792 acres to 9,396,467 acres. In 1860 sixty-two per cent 

of the total land in-farms was unimproved while in 1870. the 

unimproved land was only 39.5 per cent of the total.55 Improved 

land means cleared land used tor grazing~ grass or tillage, or 

lying fallow. Irreclaimable marshes and large bodies of water 

were not included in the figures. 

The following figures show the comparative sizes of fa~s 

in 1860 and 1870 and denote a' trend to larger farms as the 

territory developed: 

53U. s. 
1872. 

54Iowa• 
55U• s. 

1872. 

Census. Compendium of tne ninth census. 

secretary of state. Ope cit., p. 244. 
Census. Compendium of the ninth census. 

p. 594-595. 

1883. 
p. 688-689. 



Acres 

3 to 10 
10 to 20 
20 to 50 
50 to 100 
100 to 500 
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TABLE 3 

SIZE OF FARMSs 

1860 

1.6% 
7.1 

40.4 
32.9 
17.6 

1870 

3.6% 
5.3 

28.1 
35.6 
25.9 

SIowa. Secretary of state. Ope cit., p. 244. 1883. 

The percentage of farms larger than fifty acres increased 

eleven per cent. Several things contributed to this increase 

in larger farms. Plenty of cheap land was available throughout 

the Sixties, and the limit of land development was not reached 

before 1870. Implements were being improved and popularized. 

1'here were new implement factories in the state and the value 

of implements owned by Iowa farmers increased from $5,327,033 

1n 1860 to $20,509,582 in 1870.56 Better transportation made 

it easier to settle the prairie land away from the rivers. 

It was no longer necessary to live close to wooded land to 

obtain fuel and shelterj'so families could care for more acres 

since they did not,have to clear the land of trees and stumps. 

Train and livestock were the two main interests of the 

Iowa farmers. By 1860 corn led the field. Iowa produced 

over 42 million bushels in 1860, 48 million in 1865, 56 

million in 1867 and almost 69 million in 1870.57 Iowa rose 

56 U. S. Census. 9th, 1870. Census reports. Vol. on wealth 
and industry_ p. 86 and 146. 

57Iowa. Secretary of state. Ope cit., p. 278-280. 1883. 

". 
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from seventh to second in rank among the several states in 

production of corn. Other grain crops showed great increase 

in the number of bushels through the period. 

TABLE 4 

W~AT PRODUCTIONQ 

: ________ l_8~5~9 __________ : ________ ~1~8~6~9~ ______ _ . • • . : . . 
s Rank : No. of bushels : Rank : no. of bushels 

Wheat 8 8.449.403 2 29.435.692 
Oats 7 5,887.645 5 21,005,142 
Barley 8 467.103 4 1.960,,779 
Nye 17 183,,022 10 505,807 

alowa __ Secretary of state. OPe cit., p. 64-76. 1883. 

For every grain there was a steady increase as shown by figures 

for 1860, 1865. 1869, and 1870. In totals of all grains pro

duced Iowa rose from tenth to third place.58 

While corn ranked above all other crops in lawn, agri

cultural essays of the period show clearly the difficult~ies 

of raising it \rlthout modern machinery. The combination of 

hand-planting. "walking cultiva'!;ors;1 and hand-picking made 

corn production a hard task. Besides" ranny good farmers were 

not wholly convinced that maChinery was profitable. The winner 

of first prize in an essay contest on production wrote in 1860. 

"Beware of 'big bugs'--two-horse" spring-seat armchair plows. 

for gentlemen farmers. n59 This writer felt that the walking 

58I bid., p. 76. 1883. 
59Sellen " E. Essay on corn culture. Iowa state Agricultural 

SOCiety Report, 7:304. 1861. 
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plow or harrow was the only proper implement to use. He noted 

that in some places corn planters were being employed. His 

estimates were that a man and horse could properly care for 

twenty acres of corn per year. 

Yields of corn naturally varied from year to year, but 

seem quite large when one considers the difficulties of farming 

during the period. From 1860 to 1869 the average yield per 

acre was 36 bushels.60 There was a bumper crop in 1861 when 

the average yield was 47 bushels per acre, and another ex

cellent crop was raised in 1865. The two poorest years were 

1864 and 1866 when the average yields were 29 bushels per 

acre. Adverse weather conditions account for the sna1l yields. 

There was no decrease in acres planted during the war despite 

the fact that many of the men were away in the army. 

Iowa was also important for wheat in the sixties. Pro

duction of this grain increased rapidly over the period,- the 

yield being 8,449,405 bushels in 1860 as compared to 

29,435,692 bushels in 1870.61 . By far the greater proportion 

of this was spring wheat with the plantings of winter wheat 

steadily becoming smaller in comparison with the spring variety. 

The crop for 1861 was short and for 1862 was even less, the 

average yield then being eight and a half bushels per acre. 

These short crops were caused by the chinch bugs which did 

60Averages compiled from statements of yearly corn yields 
in Iowa state Agri. Soc. Rpt. from 1860 to 1870. 

61Iowa. Secretary of state. OPe cit., p. 284 and 287. 
1883. 
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great damage over most of the state.62 Within the next few 

year.s there seems to have been little darr~ge from them • 

. Methods of wheat cultivation were not advanced. Accord-

ing to the Iowa Agri~ultural SOCiety Report for 1866 little 

good farming was used in producing wheat. "Thousands of acres 

of spring wheat are sown on corn land# without plowing# and 

merely by harrowing in the seed in the land.,,63 Under this 

system yields tended to drop rapidly year by year and weeds 

multiplied. By 1867 cautious observers were noting that the 

high prices could not be maintained when there was so much 

land being planted to wheat. Diversified agriculture was 

proposed and it was suggested that wheat-growing should be 

left to the farmers on virgin soil or to those located very 

close to the railroads. Few farmers heeded this advice and 

prices in 1868 were much lower.64 

In the production of hay Iowa moved steadily forward 

through the decade. The 8l3~173 tons of hay produced in 

1860 was doubled by 1870 when 1#777#339 tons were produced.65 

The production of flaxseed also increased greatly# rising 

from 5#921 bushels in 1860 to 86~621 bushels in 1870.66 

An interesting development of the Civil War period was 

the great enthusiasm for the production of sorghum cane. 

62Iowa state Agri. Soc. Rpt.# 9:128. 1863. 
63Ibid., 13:17. 1867. 
64Ibid.# 13:17. 1867. 
65Iowa. Secretary of state. Ope cIt., p. 308-310. 1883. 
66IbId., p. 314-317. 1883. 
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Sorghum was introduced 1n Iowa in the latter part of the 

fifties. There were 5,606 acres planted to sorghum in 1860, 

36,667 in 1863, 21,452 in 1865, 25,796 in 1867, and 26,243 

in 1869. 

At the beginning of the decade high sugar prices and the 

fear that the Mississippi River would be closed resulted in an 

attempt to encourage the production of sorghum. This product 

had made its I'irst Iowa appearance at the Muscatine fair in 

1856. 

In 1860 and 1861 the state produced enough for its own 

use, and in 1862 it exported large amounts to Chicago. The 

production for 1862 was over four million 8a110ns. Costly 

mills were' built to refine the cane, but a sorghum crop 

failure :tn 1863 caused lar:e;e losses to the owners. Until 

this time sorghum had been rapidly gaining favor, but the 1863 

I'ai1ure gave it a temporary setback. Since sorghum requires a 

great deal of care, the scarcity of labor caused by the war 

partially checked expansion in that field. Furthermore, the 

attempts.to make good sugar .from the sorghum were not suc

cessful. In 1864 a much smaller number of acres .were planted. 

This crop was good and in 1865 more sorghum was raised than 

ever before. Hopes still ran high for the production of a 

merchantable sugar.57 The Iowa Stage Agricultural Society 

Report I'or 1869 continued to urge the production 0.1' sorghum. 
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It listed the income from average yields of corn, wheat, and 

sorghum at $26.93 per acre for wheat, $22.42 per acre for corn 

and $73.50 per acre for sorghum figurin3 Chicago prices as of 

January 1, 1869.68 

The production of ho,3s during the period under considera

tion also showed a remarkable increase" the number produced 

in 1860 being 934~820 and in 1869 being 2,409,679.69 The 

quality of hogs definitely improved, and most sections of Iowa 

introduced blooded swine. Improved breeds were Magee, Chester 

White, Suffolk, and Poland.70 

Hog cholera presented a big problem in Iowa. ~lere was 

a decrease of 706,748 hogs in 1865 as compared with 1863, the 

loss being due to this disease. Hany useless patent remedies 

for it were sold. Tn 1869 the cholera losses were very large. 

Losses from cholera varied greatly from year to' year. 

Chicago prices ,in January 1867. ranGed from $5.50 to '07.35 

for live hogs. In January, a year later, prices ranged from 

$.,8.25 to $9.75. 

In general hogs were raised where the transportation 

racilities were good. Cattle were eRsier to drive and were 

raised in greater numbers where the population was small and 

transportation was undeveloped. Large numbers of hOd;S and 

cattle raised in western I~/a were driven to market along the 

68Ibid., 16:18. 1870. 
69Iovm. Secretary of state. 
70Iowa state Agri. Soc. Rpt.~ 

Ope cit.~ p. 187. 
14:10. 1868. 

1883. 
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Missouri River. The Cedar Falls Gazette in 1862 carried this 

item as reprinted in the Clintonlierald: 

A g"entleman f'rom Wisconsin~ whose naIoe we did not learn, 
passed through this place with two hundred head of 
cattle for his farm in Wright County, which has .iust 
been opened. ~lhe farm consists of ten thousand acres ~ 
all of .which is to be turned to eood use. In addition 
to the two hundred head of cattle he now has he wishes 
to purchase three hundred head more', 'making five 
hundred, which he thinks will do very well to start on.7l 

In 1860 cattle production was not an outstanding industry 

in Iowa. Capital for large herds was lacking in most places 

although there were some exceptions. The cOming of the Civil 

War which closed the Southern market made the c~ttle price at 

Chicago comparatively low during the first part of the war, 

although near the end of 1862 the Beneral agricultural prices 

began to rise. The great interest in sheep probably detracted 

from interest in cattle. Prom the close of the war till 1868 

there were violent fluctuations in cattle prices with another 

rise in prices between 1868 and 1870.72 

By 1870 cattle had increased greatly· in number. Through-

out the decade there was an attempt to improve upon the breeds~ 

but most people were very slow to better their herds because 

there was no money to buy thoroughbred stock aftar the 

necessary expenditures on machinery, buildings, fences and 

other farm inprovements had been made. Many of the counties 

reported no thoroughbred cattle in 1863. A few Durham and 

71The Clinton Herald. 
72Hopkins, J. A., Jr. 

Iowa Jour. of Hist. 

July 12, 1862. 
Production of beef cattle in Iowa. 

and Pol., 26:89-90. 1928. 
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Devon animals formed a beginning. Prices for blooded cattle 

were very high, but by 1869 there was considerable improvement 

as a result of bringing in some premium stock from abroad. 

Milch cows increased in number during every two-year 

period from 1860 to 1870 so that there were over twice as many 

at the end of the decade as there had been at the beginning. 

Butter production also more than doubled,rising from 

11,953$666 pounds in 1860 to 27,512,179 pounds in 1870.73 

Cheese production of 918,635 pounds in 1860 was increased to 

1,087,741 pounds in 1870.74 

Working oxen numbered 56,964 in 1860. There were 22,058 

working oxen in 1870, a decrease of over 50 per cent during the 

decade.75 By 1860 horses were definitely replacing oxen. 

There were at that time 175,088 horses in the state and by 1870 

there were about two and a half times as many.76 

One of the great interests of farmers at this period was 

the possibility of earning large profits from sheep. Tlle light 

weie~t of wool made it easy to ship and was considered with 

great favor as transportation charges rose. Early attempts at 

extensive sheep raising had not been successful, but the period 

between 1855 and 1860 had shown some very profitable sheep 

raising enterprises, and by 1860 there was a definite attempt 

73Iowa. Secretary of state. Ope cit., p. 187. 1883. 
74U• S. Census. 9th, 1870. Census reports. Volume on wealth 

and industry. p. 148. 
75Ibid., p. 147. 
76Iowa • Secretary of state. Ope cit., P. 187. 1883. 
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to increase the herds. Newspapers contained articles such as 

the following: 

We have been exchanging pork for cotton. That exchange 
belng cut off# we must endeavor, ina measure to 
overcome the bad effects, and we see no better way 
than to commence paying less attention to pork, and 
more to wool, flax and cotton. • • • Wool must be 
produced, and in the farm houses tho spinning wheel, 
which of late has been crowded aside to make room for 
less worthy instruments, must be again brought forward, 
and the rising generation of females must learn to 
cultivnte an ear for its music.77 

In 1862 Governor Kirkwood urged Iowa farmers to produce 

more sheep on account of the value of wool in proportion to 

its bulk and weight. He called attention to tho fact that 

transportation charges on wheat, corn, cattle, and hogs were 

so great as to take up a large part of their value by the 
" 

time they reached New York and stated that wheat and corn 

could not bear the transportation costs nhen the lake traffic 

was closed during the winter months. He also urg~d that the 

production of flax and the manufacture of linseed oil be 

expanded.78 

Through more than half of the decade enthusiasm for 

sheep ran high and there was a great increase in their pro

duction. The number of sheep in Iowa in 1867 was six times 

as great as in 1860.79 In 1867 there were 1,598,226 sheep 

shorn, but by 1870 only a little over half as mnny were shorn 

as in 1867. The number of sheep increased very rapidly from 

77Cllnton Herald. Dec. 28, 1861. Reprint from the 
Davenport Democrat. 

78Clinton Herald. Jan. 25# 1862. 
79Iow~. Secretary of state. Ope Cit., p. 362. 1883. 



-31-

1860 to 1867. A la rge part of tho early increase was made 

possible by bringing sheep in from other states. In 1862 

about 250,000 were driven into Iowa and 63,819 were shipped 

in by rail.80 Cheap pasture, high wool prices, easier trans

portation, and the impression that sheep were almost free from 

disease in Io\va helped the industry along. Spanish 1:erinos 

were very popular and very high prices were paid for them. A 

Wool Growers' Assooiation was established and in 1864 a slleep

shearing festival added much to interest in sheep. 

The Iowa Agricultural Society Report for 1866 warned 

farmers a3ainst investing heavily in sheep, although Iowa was 

then exporting ten times as many sheep as she was importing. 

So popular was the production of wool thot there were at least 

31 woolen faotories manufacturing wool cloth in 1866.81 Although 

total numb~rs increased and many more people took up a sheep

raising program, there were large numbers of people abandoning 

it in 1867. The price of wool had dropped very low, diseases 

had appeared, shelter was a problem, foreign importers of 

blooded stock had often proved unreliable, and many of the 

farmers had found their lack of experience costly. By 1869 

sheep-raising was definitely on the decline and many animals 

were slau&~tered for their pelts. 

At first the farmers of Iowa raised very little fruit. 

80Iowa state Agri. Soc. Rpt., 10:9. 1864. 
81Ibld., 14:20. 1868. 
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There was a widespread" belief thnt the winters on the open 

prairie were too cold for fruit trees to survive, and there 

were very few attempts to raise much fruit before 1860. An 

early experiment of Iowa Stato College was the raising of an 

orchard of about 400 trees. The prevailing opinion that fruit 

could not be raised on the prairies was disproved by this ex

periment.82 Tllere were approximately three times the number 

of fruit trees in 1869 that there were in 1863. There were 

between five and six million trees in 1869,over four million 

of wrlich were not yet in bearing condition.83 Orchard 

products of Iowaanounted to $118,377 in 1860.84 By 1870 they 

were valued at $1,075,169.UO Great interest in the production 

of grapes was evident. In 1863 production amounted to 

294,755 pounds while in 1869 there were 2,128,472 pounds.85 

Wine production increased accordingly. 

Frequent attempts wore ~lade to interest the farmers "in 

the cultivation of t1rrber. There was considerable worry over 

the amount of lumber consumed by the railroads which burned 

about 115 cords of wood per day. Three hundred railroad ties 

per mile had to be replaced every year.86 So this item, too, 

reached a lar~ amount for the whole state. Attempts were 

ronde to get bounties for people who would plant and tend five 

82Clinton Herald. March 26, 1864. 
83Iowa. Secretary of state. Ope Cit •• p. 343. 1883. 
84U. 8. Census. 9th, 1870. Census reports. Volume on 

wealth and industry. p. 86. 
85Iowa. Secretary of state. Ope Cit., p. 342. 1883. 
86Iowa state Agri. Soc. Rpt., 14:29. 1868. 
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acres of trees. The Iowa State Agricultural Society Report 

for 1867 when discussing the proposals for bounties said: 

Many counties. in our judgment, now almost without 
settlement--if this encol~agement shall be extended-
would soon be filled with a thriving and industrious 
population, and thus add largely to the wealth and 
revenue of the State. Without some aid of this nature 
this same region must for years relnain wild and 
unoccupied.87 

In 1868 a law was passed exempting from taxation one 

hundred dollars for ten years for every acre of land planted 

and cultivated for timber, the trees to be not more than eight 

feet apart. Fruit trees planted not more than thirty-three 

feet apart brollght an exemption of fifty dollars for every 

acre planted to orchard. In spite of efforts to increase 

timber there was a difference of only 16,775 acres in planted 

timber between 1867 and 1875.88 

The farmers of the sixties had a number of serious 

problems peculiar to that period. First among these was the 

situation created by the Civil War. By 1861 the markets of 

the Middle West were seriously feeling the effect of the 

closing of the Mississippi River •. Europe was badly in need 

of foodstuffs and there was plenty in the Middle West, but all 

shipments had to go to the East by rail or lake, and railroad 

rates had jumped thirty to forty per cent. The complaint was 

made that the railroads were not adequate to carry the surplus 

87Ibid., 14:76. 1868. 
88lowa • Secretary of state. Ope cit., computed from p. 346. 



-34-

from the West. It was felt that wheat and corn would bring 

double the price if the Mississippi River were only open for 

navigation. The State Agricultural Society Report for 1862 

charged that the farmers "have been left to the tender mercies 

of relentless gamblers in Rail Road stocks. n89 ~~e report for 

the next year seemed more kindly disposed toward the railroads 

and emphasized the steady growth of Iowa in spite of the war, 

noting the tendency away from speculation and toward home and 

farm development.90 

In the report for 1864 there was emphasis on the war as 

a great sorrow and trial, but it was noted that even with 

thousands of soldiers gone, there was still great improvement 

in agriculture. The report said: 

• • • it might be supposed that there would be some 
waning in the vast interest of agriculture--some 
abatement of the prosperity which marked our progress 
before the war. But the actual result 1s \vholly 
different. At no time has there been so great atten~ 
tion paid to the importation of improved breeds of 
stock--especially sheep, to the purchase of· labor 
saving machinery, and to the improvement of the homeA 
and farm, and orchard, as during the past few years.~l 

The return of Iowa's soldiers after the war did not create 

a serious unemployment problem, for the country was expanding 

rapidly. The Iowa State Agricultural Society Report for 1865 

stated: 

Tne return of fifty thousand men has not disturbed the 
relation of employers and employed; wages are better 

89Iowa state Agri. Soc. Rpt., 9:126. 1863. 
90Ibid., 9:126. 1863. 
91Ibid.~ 11:4. 1865. 
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than they have been for several years; and tho supply 
of farm hands, mechanics, artisans, and men for every 
position of ,honorable labor, is inadequate to tho demand.92 

The report for 1866 repeated the same idea, and further 

prosperity was apparent in the reports for 1867 and 1868, but 

the report for 1869 showed an llnsatisf'actory condition on 

account of' bad weather for the production of most crops. 

A second big problem of the sixties was that of breaking 

the prairies. Much of the prairie land was covered with a 

matted growth of low shrubs and hazel brush with an accompany

ing heavy root system which had to be cut up by tho breaking 

plow. A breaking plow was very heavy and sometimes ,as many 

as nine yoke of oxen had to be used to pull a single breaking 

plow.93 More often three to six yoke were used. Tho operator 

walked behind guiding the plo1'l with the handle and gauging 

the depth at which to cutthc roots by lowering or raising 

the handles. Breaking prairie was done by plowing furrows 

from one and a half to two inches deep. 

Since the purpose was to get as many as possible of the 

roots to rot, the land was frequently not used the first year 

a1'ter it was plowed. Most of the breaking took place bet''1een 

the first of May and tho end of July. Some people made it a 

business and would break prairie for from $2.50 to $4.50 per 

acre.94 Slough land was particularly hard to break, for the 

92Ibld., 12:6. 1866. 
93Klingaman, O. E. The heavy breaking plow. Annals of 

Iowa, Series 3, 21:143. 1937.' 
94Coffin, L. S. Breaking prairie. Annals of Iowa. 

Series 3. 5:450. 1902. 
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plough would not stay in the tough ground of the slou~lls. 

Sod Which was broken early in the spring was sometimes planted 

to corn which was allowed to grow wi thout further cultivation. 

About half a crop could be raised. Planting was done by hand. 

A man would follow the line of the furrow and chop a hole 

with his ax. A boy coming behind would drop in three or four 

kernels of corn and cover them with his foot. In this manner 

the land was put to some use during the period while the old 

root system was rotting. 

Another big problem of the period was that of fencing. 

In the early part of the decade the county judges were 

authorized to submit the question to the people at an election 

as to whether stock should be permitted to run at large or be 

confined. In most cases it was necessary for a farmer to 

fence his fields to prevent animals from neighboring farms 

from ruining his crops. Fences, however, cost about $350-for 

forty acres.9S Rail fences were the most common, but the 

scarcity of lumber made them very expensive. So scarce was 

lumber that some writers despaired of ever fenCing the whole 

farm area of the state.96 The same group felt that fencing 

in Iowa did not pay and that it constituted the heaviest tax 

on the land in the state. There was a type of wire fence but 

it seems to have been of little value in turning stock.97 

In 1862 J. H. Wallace, Secretary of the state Agricultural 

95Iowa state Agri. Soc. Rpt., 7:115. 1861. 
9'" °Ibid., 7:113. 1861. 
97Nea1, H. G. The fence question. Iowa State Agrl. Soc. 

Rpt., 11:278. 1865. 
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Society, attributed a great deal of the slowness of immigration 

for the preceding five years to the fencing problem, and he 

strongly advocated a law to require every man to take care of 

his own stock.98 He reco~~ended special pastures for herding 

so that field crops need not be enclosed. In 1868 an act was 

passed making the owner of estrayad stock responsible for the 

dama~s it might do between the hours of sunset and sunrise. 

If the two parties could not agree on amount, the trustees 

were to assess the damages.99 However, the law was ineffective 

until it had been accepted by a majority of the votes cast in 

an election in the county where the trollble occurred. 

As the decade continued, more and more farmers became 

enthusiastic over hedge fences. The Osage orange became the 

most popular and was planted widely. From 306,728 rods of 

hedge in 1860, the amount increased to 3,393,061 rods in 1869 

and continued to increase rapidly for some time, there being 

7,396,662 rods in 1875.100 The cost of the Osage orange 

hedge was small. In Mahaska County one person contracted ten 

miles of hedge fence at $1.25 per rod for the grown hedge. lOl 

Problems of care and upkeep were large, but the old type rail 

fence had also presented difficulties, and worry over the 

lumber supply in the future led people to seek a substitute. 

9810wa State Agri. Soc. Rpt., 8:12. 1863. 
991owa. Laws, statutes, etc. Acts and joint resolutions 

passed at the 12th session of the general assembly of the 
stat~ of Iowa. p. 202 and 203. 1870. 

100Iowa. Secretary of state. Ope cit., p. 346. 1883. 
101Iowa state Agrl. Soc. Hpt., 8:12. 1863. 
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Wire fences began to be used more commonly, but were still 

not widespread in 1870. 

Along with the intense enthusiasm over sheep came con

siderable dlrficulty over dogs. The quarrels between the sheep 

owners and the dog owners seem a bit ludicrous but were most 

serious to the participants. The trouble was at its height in 

1862 when the Des Moines Register, figuring that there were 

120,000 dogs in the state, argued thus: 

The dog and sheep account for the year would stand 
very much as follows: 

Cost of food for 100,000 dogs at $5 
Yield of wool from all the -sheep in 

the state 
Difference 

$500,000 

350,000 
<6150 000 'iI' , 

The result is, that it costs one hund!"eo. fifty thousand 
dollars more to keep the dogs of this S~ate than the 
State can pay by the yield of the whole wool clip of the 
State. Are all the dogs in the State worth the 
difference?102 

The value of sheep destroyed by wolves and dogs in 1864 

was $126,148103 and in 1868 about $125,000.104 A law passed 

early 1n the decade which required registration of dogs and 

allowed the killing of any dogs molesting sheep was repealed 

in 1862 since there was general non-enforcement in the country 

areas where it was needed. The number of dogs in the state 

increased from 86,060 in 1865 to 147,623 in 1869. 

l02Clinton Herald. Aug. 9, 1862. Reprint from the 
Des Moines Register. 

103Iowa state Agri. Soc. Rpt., 12:12. 1866. 
l04rbid., 15:13. 1869. 
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Prairie fires were also a great problem to the early 

farmers. Acres upon acres of dried grass could make tremendous 

fires when allowed to start. Sometimes farmers purposely 

burned over their fields and occaSionally these fires "got 

away." The Fort Dodge Republican for Uovember 5, 1861 carried 

this account: 

There have been prairie fires in all directions, for 
the past two weeks, which have done an immense amount 
of damage in some localities. As far as we can learn~ 
the fire which occurred on the west side of the river, 
last Monday, extended for a distance of 25 miles down 
the river stripping nearly every farm of its fences. lOS 

The grasshopper~ too, brOUGht much grief for the Iowa 

rarmers of the period from 1860 to 1870. In 1864 the area all 

around Sioux City wus completely despoiled of its vegetation. 

Again the next year this area had no crops laft on account of 

the grasshoppers. In 1867 southwestern 100va was badly hit 

with numerous grasshoppers appearing as far north as Fort 

Dodge. l06 The grasshopper raids of the next decade were even 

more serious. 

lOSprairie fires. 
106Briggs, J. ~. 

Jour. or Hist. 

AJL~als or Iowa, Series 3~ 7:3GO. 1906. 
The grasshopper plsBUes in Iowa. Iowa 
and Pol., 13:356. 1915. 
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HmUSTRY 

While Iowa has always been primarily an agricultural 

state, the manufactures of IO\'m quickly became an important 

part of the income of the people. The most important mnnu-

factured products in both 1860 and 1870 were flour and meal, 

a fact not at ~ll surprising when one considers the widespread 

cultivation of wheat and corn, the numerous mills, and the 

home market for flour and meal. The production of sawed 

lumber ranked next amounting to about one-third the value of 

the flour and meal. 

The mills were of prime importance in manufacturing. 

'1'he1' developed early for two reasons: (1) mills furnished the 

power for the production of two major necessities of life, 

food and shelter, and (2) mills could be established with a 

small amount of money and ready-made machinery. In some 

places mills were used for wool carding and wool manufactur

ing.107 As late as 1870 when there were 900 steam engines in 

use, there were still 726 waterwheels in Iowa. lOS Many of 

these were small and home made. For example J. C. Smith's 

mill had the capacity to crack corn at the rate of two bushels 

per hour when the water was right. The millstones were made 

l07Hussey, T. The story of the Bonaparte dam. The Annals 
of Iowa, Series 3, 7:610. 1907. 

108U• S. Census. 9th, 1870. Compendium of the ninth 
census. p. 821-822. 
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rrom boulders which had been picked up on the prairie and 

manura~tured by Thomas Vest living near ontario.109 

Mills on the small streams were much alike, the cnier 

di£ferences being in the dam and wheel according to the purpose 

for which the dam was to be used, whether for saw mill, grist 

mill, or combined work. Many dams were made of hewn logs laid 

with crossties spliced and pinned to form pens two or three 

£eet wide. These were filled with rock and clay and covered 

with a plank or log roof. Secondary cribs formed reinforce

ments and prevented backwash. These dams were cnlled "crib" 

dams and were often £ourteen to sixteen feet through, eight to 

ten £eet high, and some were as much as sixty to sixty-five 

feet long.110 

Another type was the "brush" dam which consisted mainly 

o£ tree tops laid with the trunks'upstream and weighted with 

clay and stone and then finished with planks. A low place'at 

one end and a plank wall against the bank of the stream £ormed 

the mill race. On the early mills the £lutter or breast wheel 

was the most popular type. Bearings had practically no lubri

cation which accounted for the creaking of which one hears so 

much. A little soft soap or a pork rind bushing often su£

ficed for lubrication. III 

Dependence on mills was often most exasperating. They 

could run only when the water was rignt, andirequently a rise 

l09Allen, OPe cit., p. 51. 
110Duffield, G. C. Frontier mills. The Annals of Iowa, 

Series 3, 6:425-436. 1904. 
lllIbid., p. 425-436. 1904. 
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or fall of three feet in the stream would stop their operation. 

Yet. for lack of better facilities# it was the ambition of 

every town to get a mill. Every community wished to avoid the 

trouble of taking wheat long distances to be ground into flour. 

In 1867 Nevada was offering a bonus of ~;2 ~OOO for any re

sponsible person who would build a good flouring mill there. 

The offer was not accepted.112 Many of the smaller steam and 

water mills were used only a short time and did not do any 

great volume of business. 

In 1860 six counties had manufactures valued at between 

$500,000 and $1,538,447 the highest figure being for Muscatine 

County. All of these six counties were served by short rnil

road lines extending into the interior, and all were on the 

Mississippi River, except Lynn County which had both the Cedar 

and Wapsipinicon rivers from which to draw power. 

TABLE 5 

LEADING INDUSTRIAL COUNTIES IN l860a 

· • County • Important industries · Total • · · · 
1. Muscatine Provisions $628#380 $1#538,447 

Flour and meal 397,210 
2. Scott Flour and meal 688,365 1#145,659 
3. Des Moines Flour and meal 531,180 1,099,740 
4. Dubuque Flour and meal 318,046 929,751 

Lead, pig 161,000 
5. Lee Flour and meal 164,930 656,745 

Machinery 151,021 
6. Lynn Flour and meal 291,416 515,408 

aU. S. Census. 8th, 1860. Vol. on manufactures. p.146-161 

~~----------------------------------------------.-----------ll2Allen, OPe Cit., p. 382. 
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By 1870 manufactures had increased a great deal. There 

were 47~319 persons engaged in manufacturing, mechanical and 

mining industries in Iowa.113 'l'ne value of the products of 

the first fourteen counties was already large. 

TABLE 6 

LEADING·INDUSTRIAL COUNrrIES IN 1870B 

• • 
County • Total · · · 

1. Scott $3~455,479 
2. Dubuque 3,,308,339 
3. Lee 2,623,,135 
4. Clinton 2,,522,205 
5. Des Moines /' 2,010,299 
6. Polk 1,961,,956 
7, Wapello 1,,620,285 
8. Lynn 1,,612~837 
9, Henry 1,549,818 

10, . Muscatine :. 1,549,,742 
11. Jackson 1,412,703 
12~ Clayton 1,377,967 
13. Fremont 1,,090,545 
14~ Black Hawk 1,034,771 

au. S. Census. 9th, 1870. Compendium 
of the ninth census. p. 821-822. 

Nost of the counties showed a definite increase in value 

of manufactured products. Muscatine County, however, showed 

only a slight increase which, when corrected for the higher 

price level in l870,'would indicate an actual drop in amount 

produced. The reason for this may be in the fact that Muscatine 

COlmty relied largely on the provision trade down the 

113U• S C • ensus. 9th" 1870. Compendium of the ninth census. 
p. 594-595. 
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Mississippi, a trade with vlhich the Oi vil 'lIar greatly interfered. 

The .following table of the more important manui'actures of 

Iowa at the beginning and close of the decade will indicate 

the extent and growth of manufactures during the decade. 

TABLE 7 

TOTAL VALUE OF INDUSTRIESs 

1860 1870 
Per cent 

Product of 
changeb 

Flour and meal $6,799,324 $15,635,345 130 
Lumber, sawed 2,124,502 5,794,284 173 
Provisions, pork, etc. 756,866 
Machinery, steam engines 386,925 813,657 111 
Boots and shoes 364,257 1,218,480 235 
Tin, copper, and 

sheet iron 237,106 758,,011 216 

Furniture, cabinet 236,289 981,691 316 
Liquors, malt 232,192 992,848 328 
Saddlery and harnesses 229,130 1,110,852 384 
Lumber" planed 183,02~ 867,415 373 
Leather 177,948 94,449 - 47 
Lead 173,160 163,850 5 

Printing, newspaper 
and job 155,100 648,152 318 

Carriages 145,310 1,952,143 1246 
Clothing 138,245 1,003,732 627 
Iron castings 104,357 160,000 54 
Blacksmithing 102,481 1,320,019 1194 

au. S. Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
Statistical abstract for the U. S. 1936. p. 300. 1936. 

bper cents of change are all positive except the two 
marked. These were computed by the author. 

Except in the cases of leather and lead there was a definite 

per cent of increase in money value of the products manufactured. 

However, in comparing the man,~actures of 1860 and 1870 one 

must consider the change in the general price level caused by 
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the inflation at the close of the Civil War and tho deflation 

which followed. By 1870 the price level had fallen from its 

highest point but it was far from the 1860 level. The index 

of general wholesale prices on a 1926 basis was 61 in 1860 

and 87 in 1870.114 This was anmcrease of almost 43 per 

cent. Using the flour and meal industry as an example one 

can see that while the value of the product in money increased 

from $6,799,423 to Sl5,635,345 or 130 per cent, the actual 

physical product had not increased that much because of the 

43 per cent rise in the price level. Actually, in terms of 

1870 dollarS'. the value of the 1860 product was (c;9 ,723,175. 

The physical increase in production of flour and meal could 

then be figured from a base of $9,723,175. Using this cor

rected figure there was an increase in actual production of 

61 per cent. 

When the figures for 1860 have been corrected as ex- . 

plained above, the percentages of change in physical production 

appear in Table 8. 

In using these corrected figures one must bear in mind 

that the price indexes wore based on general wholesale price 

levels rather than specific prices, and will therefore not be 

wholly accurate for specific products. N'evertheless, they 

furnish a better comparison of the physical products than do 

the uncorrected amounts in dollars. 

114U. S. Bureau of Foreign and Domestic Commerce. 
Statistical abstract for the U. S. 1936. p. 300. 1936. 
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TABLE 8 

PRODUCTION CHANGES CORRECTED FOR PRICE I£VELa 

Per cent 
Product of 

Flour and meal 
Lumber, sawed 
Machinery~ steam engines 
Boots and shoes 
Tin, copper, and sheet iron 
Furniture, cabinet 
Liquors, malt 
Saddlery and harnesses 
Lumber, planed 

decrease 

Leather 63 
Lead 5 
Printing 
Carriages 
Clothing 
Iron cas tinga 
Blacksmithing 

aComputed from.Table 8. 

Per cent 
of 
increase 

61 
91 
47 

134 
124 
191 
199 
239 
231· 

192 
846 
458 

7 
801 

During the decade under consideration the population 

grew from 674,913 to 1,194,200, an increase of approximately 

77 per cent. If the per capita production had remained 

constant, one could have expected a growth of 77 per cent in 

the products of manufacturers. As it was, the per capita 

production far outstripped its earlier figures for most 

products. Flour and meal, machinery, iron castings, and 

leather and lead production were the only industries which 

failed to keep pace with the population growth so that the 

per capita production fell short of the 1860 figures. 

Several conclusions may be drawn on the basis of these 

figures: (1) most important rr£nufactures had increased 
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materially beyond the proportion which might have been ex-

pected due solely to population growth, the figures being 

corrected for price levels. Among thes~ industries were 

lumber, boots and shoes, tin, copper and sheet iron ware, 

cabinet furniture, malt liquors, saddlery and harnesses, 

newspaper and job printing, carriages, clothing and black

smithing; (2) the value of productions of the two prime 

necessities, flour and meal, and sawed lumber, had in 

general increased only slightly in consideration of the 

population growth and general price levels; (3) the in

creased demand for finished products beyond bare necessities 

showed a tendency away from the home as the almost so1£

sufficient unit through the increase in manufacturing of 

cabinet furniture, malt liquors, planed lumber, clothing, and 

carriages; and (4) per capita production of heavy goods 

industries such as machinery (steam engines), lead, and iron 

castings declined. This decline was probably due to the fact 

that better transportation facilities to other parts of the 

country made it cheaper to have the materials made up else

where and shipped to Iowa. 

A study of the manufactures by counties indicates the 

decentralized nature of industry at the tl~e, lack of trans

portation being probably the greatest cause. Likewise the 

shortage of large quantities of capital prevented centraliza

tion. The two most necessary items, flour and meal and sawed 

lumber were manufactured most widely. In 1860 fifty-three 
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counties each produced over $10,000 in flour and meal, twenty

one of them producing over $100,000 and two of them over 

$500,000.
115 The first ten counties in order were Scott, 

Des Moines, Muscatine, Dubuque, Jackson, Lynn, Washington, 

Jones, Clinton, and Appanoose, everyone of which was located 

on a river of appreciable size, thus being afforded the 

necessary powor. 

While the total value of the lumber sawed in 1860 was 

only about one_third the value of the flour and meal, it 

exhibited some of the same characteristics. It was widespread 

in nature, forty-nine counties each manufacturing over 

~lO,OOO in sawed lumber, twelve of them produCing over $50,000 

in lumber. Decatur County led the list with ~138,900 in lumber 

products and was followed closely by Benton County. ~hen in 

order came Clinton, Muscatine, Scott, Lynn, Keokuk, Page, 

Black Hawk, Jones, Henry, and Bremer counties.116 

Lumbering was a very important business in many of the 

Mississippi River towns waere lumber was floated down the 

river for sawing. A great deal of lumber was also sawed from 

the timber along the river and a number of fortunes were made 

1n this business during the sixties. 

Lumber was very important in Clinton. The feeling that 

railroad transportation would create more lumber business by 

115U• S. Census. 8th, 1860. Vol. on manufactures. p. 146-161. 
116I bid., p. 146-161. 
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hauling lumber to the interior and by consuming lumber for 

fuel and ties led to great optimism. The Clinton Herald 

observed: 

This is but the beginning of a class of business which 
must increase as our railroad is further extended into 
the interior. As all heavy timbers for inland struc
tures must come from the Mississippi~ builders will 
find it to their interest to do their framing at this 
place and thus save transportation on all unnecessary 
lumber-.117 - -

At one time Clinton had the largest lumber manufacturing 

output in the world. Tae W. J. Young Lower M.ill had a larger 

capacity than any other of its time. Clinton alone had eight 

to ten millionaire fortunes founded on the lumber business.118 

Davenport, Dubuque, and other rail crossing points on the 

Mississippi also developed great lumber industries during the 

sixties and seventies. 

Less important industries were more centralized, some 

counties gaining and keeping the advantages of an early start. 

The provisions industry had a definite center in Muscatine 

County Where $628~380 worth of provisions were manufactured 

in 1860. The next ranking county was Davis vii th only ~57 ,992 

and Wapello with $32,285 was third. Only two others, 

Pottawatamie and Clayton, produced more than $10,000 in pro-

visions. 

Most of the machinery,- largely steam engines, came from 

l17Clinton Herald. 
l18Senman , H. W., 

L. B. Schm.idt. 

June 7, 1862. 
Clinton, Ia. Personal communication to 

Nov. 16, 1924. 
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Lee and Des Moines counties, both of which produced nearly 

$150,000 worth in 1860.119 Agricultural implements were also 

being manufactured. in. Iowa. Scott, Lee, Winneshiek, Dubuque~ 

and Des Moines counties each produced from 025,000 to $57,290 

worth of agricultural machinery in 1860. By 1870 there were 

55 establishments fer the manufacture of agricultural machinery 

in the state. In that year 25,314 plows, 3,027 fanning mills, 

2,700 cultivators, 300 harrows, 300 hay and straw cutters, 

200 hay forks, 25 horse rakes, 206 threshers, 8 reapers, and 

other products amounting to $215,750 were produced.120 

Mining had not developed greatly in Iowa by 1860, but 

from that time on coal mining increased rapidly. Forty-eight 

thousand tons of coal were produced in 1860, most of it being 

mined in Wapello and jefferson counties, although there were 

twenty-five counties producing some coal.12l By 1870 Iowa was 
122 

producing one and a half per cent of the nation's output. . 

In that same year 263,487 tons valued at $374,334 were mined 

in Iowa.123 Much of Iowa is underlaid with coal and to-day 

coal is, Iowa fa second mos t valuable natural rasource. 

The trips to the coal banks for fuel were events of real 

importance in the lives of the people, espeCially when the 

119U. S. Census. 8th, ,1860. 
120U. s. Cens~w. 9th, 1870. 

p. 886-889. 

Vol. on manufactures. p. 146-161. 
Compendium of the ninth census. 

l21Iowa Geological Survey. Vol.2, p. 522. Des Moines. 1894. 
122stahlm~~, M. G. History of the Iowa coal industry. p. 12. 

Unpublished M. S. thesis. Library, Iowa State College, 
.Ames, Iowa. 1938. 

123Iow.a. Secretary of state. Ope Cit., p. 189. 1883. 
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family lived a long way fram the mine. To the men it meant 

a long hard trip sometimes lasting several days~ To the women 

and children it meant staying alone and caring for the farm 

and stock till the father returned. The discovery of coal in 

many widely scattered areas did a great deal in helping spread 
.' .. 

the settlements. It was one of the factors which made it 

possible for the people to leave the narrow confines of the 

wooded river districts making them less dependent on the wood

lands for their fuel. 

There was some lead mining in Iowa in the sixties, 

although it was not a very great industry. Earlier the lead 

industry had been an important factor in bringing immigrants 

to lawn. It had been particularly inr1uential in the develop

ment of steamboating on the Mississippi.124 In 1864 an act was 

passed to encourage lea-d mining. It provided that people who 

crained a lead mine were to share to the extent of one-tenth 

of the lead extracted from the mine.125 Pig lead produced in 

1860 was valued at almost $175,000.126 In 1870 firms produced 

$50,850 worth of pig lead and $113,000 worth of lead in other 

forms. 127 

l24petersen, W. J. The lead traffic on the upper 
Mississippi 1823-1848. Mississippi Valley Historical 
Review, 17:97. 1930. 

125Iowa. Laws, statutes" etc. Acts and joint resolutions 
passed at the loth session of the general assembly of 
the State of Iowa. p. 37 and 38. 1864. 

126U• S. Census. 8th" 1860. Vol. on manufactures. p. 162. 
127U. S. Census. 9th, 1870. Vol. on wealth and industry. 

p. 516-517. 
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In 1863 the gypsum beds near Fort Dodge were discovered. 

It was recognized i~~ediately that they would offer an ex

cellent source of building rnaterial.128 The limestone under

lying mBny parts of the state was noted in the Geological 

Survey in 1870. Limestone was being quarried and used in 
• 

m~~y of the public buildings and in some of the roads. Par-

ticularly in Marshall and Tama counties beautiful stone with 

peroxide of iron veining was quarried and sold as "Iowa 

marble." This stone did not have the hardness of real marble 

and was not recommended for any work where it would be exposed 

to the weather.129 Many quarries for building stone were 

located on the banks of the Mississippi River north from 

Keokuk for about fifteen miles. This was of a quality worth 

transportin8~ and it was used in building the Custom House 

and Post Office at Dubuque. 

The fact that the early settlers were eagerly watching 

for signs of' valuable minerals is exhibited in the letters of' 

Arden A. Holcomb who settled at Boone and wrote numerous de-

scriptive letters to his friends in the East. He reported at 

various times the discovery and utilization of coal~ potter's 

clay and limestone. He mentioned in another letter his 

samples of blaclt marble and in still other letters the dis

covery of a most valuable mineral called plumbago or mineral 

128Clinton Herald. Nov. 28~ 1863. 
l29Iowa Geological Survey Report. Vol. 1~ p. 200. 1870. 
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black. The Iowa deposi ts later proved to be worthless. lIe 

also noted that the gold fever had struck and that there 

actually was gold present in the soil"around Boone, but that 

it was insufficient to mine profitably. Mr. Holcomb also dis

cussed a short period of great excitement over the possibility 

of coal oil underlying the land.130 'llhus far. with the ex

ception of the discovery of valuable coal deposits, the early 

settlers' dreams of valuable minerals in Iowa have not 

materialized. 

130Brainard, J. M. Opening an Iowa county. Annals of 
Iowa. Series 3, 2:265-269. 1896. 
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TRANSPORTATION 

The Mississippi River was the great artery of con~erce 

£or the West until 1860. People depended on it £or shipping 

their grain and other products and £or getting supplies. 

River transportation was cheap and the boats on the Missis

sippi had a large trade. Most products shipped from Iowa to 

the New England states went by way of New Orleans. The Civil 

War blocked the river traffic and suddenly forced the state 

to depend upon the new and not yet well-developed railroads. 

Traffic on the river was almost stopped except for the boats 

transporting troops to the South. Packet lines for 1861 

included only thirteen boats plying from various points along 

the river to st. Paul and back. About half of these were 

listed as passenger and mail boats, While the others were 

freighters. Passenger trade on the river improved a little 

after tile war. In 1867 nine boats belonging to the North

western Packet Company each averaged almost $30,000 profits 

for the season.131 

The Missouri River, too, was very important for a few 

years, and the Des Moines River was used by the steamooats 

for a short time before the railroads came. In 1859 the 

131petersen, W. J. Steamboating on the Upper Mississippi 
the waterway to Iowa. p. 378. state Hist. Soc. of 
Ia. 1937. 
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Fort Dodge Sentinel advertised that the Des Moines River 

Packet would make regular trips between Fort Dodge and Keolruk!32 

However, the boating was uncertain, for almost continuous wet 

weather was essential to dependable navigation. By 1861 there 

were only three steamboats left on the Des Moines River, the 

Add Hine, 'the De Moine Belle, and the De Moine City. 'l'hey made 

a total of thirty-four trips that season.133 In 1862 the boats 

on the Des Moines River were used for transporting soldiers at 

half fare to their homes between ottumwa and Des Moin.es'. The 

same year many of the legislators found it to their advanta@B 

to take the steamboats in preference to the roads for their 

journeys home from Des Moines. Heavy rains had made the wagon 

ronds almost impassable. At least sixty-six legislators went 

home from Des Moines by boat.134 Legislators from the north-

eastern Iown counties on the Mississippi preferred the rounda-

bout river trip through Keokuk to the much shorter journey' 

across country. After 1862 there was almost no steamboating 

on the Des Moines River. Most boats were transferred to the 

lUssissippi and used in transporting troops and supplies 

South ror the army. 

The Missouri River steamboats held out Lmtil the railroads 

came. In 1865 there were at least five packets of the' People's 

Line trading on the river, some going north as far as Sioux City. 

l32Hussey, T. History of steamboating on the Des Moines river 
from 1837-1862. Annals of Iowa. Series 3, 4:376. 1900. 

l33I bid., 4:376. 1900. 
l34Ibid., 4:378-379. 1900. 
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Many materials for the Union Pacific Railroad west from Omaha 

were brought to Omaha by boat. Included were "eighty miles of 

iron rail. four locomotives, an ublmdant supply of spikes and 

chains, switches and switch stands, even several passenger 

"135 cars. • • Once the railroads were built the doom of the 

steamboats' on the rivers Vias sealed. 

Overland travel and transportation was most annoying. 

Poor roads \vere the rule. Whenever the vlenther \"TaS wet, most 

roads became impassable. Yet, people did cross the state when 

necessary. The Western Stage Company between Des Moines and 

Council Bluffs daily carried four to six stageloads of 

passengers. In 1859 it employed 1500 men, over 3000 horses, 

owned over 600 coaches operating in Iowa, Wisconsin, Missouri 

and Nebrsska.136 There were three freight companies hauling 

between Council Bluffs and Boone where they met the Chicago 

and Northwestern Railroad. 

Crossing the numerous sloug..Yl,s was one of the greatest 

difficulties of early travolers. After first helping to unload 

the stage the passengers in the coaches often had to help get 

the coaches through tlle deep Iowa mud. "Ten cents a mile and 

a fence rail" was the jokinG reference to stage~. Five 

cents a mile was tho cheapest fare. In dry weather conditions 

were much better, and an average of about five miles per hour 

l35Branch, E. D. Council Bluffs in 1865. Palimpsast. 
10:202. 1929. 

136 fiiestern Sta.ge Company]. Annals of Iowa. Series 3, 
8:17. 1907. Reprint from st. Charles City 
Intelligencer, February 17, 1859. 
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could be maintained.137 

An interesting attempt to better the road situation was 

the enterprise of building plank roads. In tho early fifties 

at least fourteen different companies started ambitious 

projects in this field. 13S These were practically all abandoned 

by 1860 when it became obvious that the railroads were better 

investments. Stages lasted till about 1870 in Iowa, having 

been greatly helped by the special transportation demands of 

the Civil War and the expanding population. But, like the 

steamboats the stages were definitely doomed when the railroads 

were built. 

Another plan which temporarily gained approval in north-

eastern Iowa was a plan to establish horse railways. The 

proposal was to use a macadam base with ties far apart and with 

a six-foot ~auge. The McGregor ~~d Fort Atkinson Horse 

Railway Company was incorporated in 1862 with a capital stock 

to be $500,000 in fifty dollar shares.139 Eventually the 

project was abandoned. 

Of all the factors influencing Iowa's growth in the / 

sixties, the railroads were the most outstanding. They 

brou&~t quick, sure transportation for imports and exports at 

a price people were able to pay. They brought increased prices 

for land and a market for products. They changed the whole di

rection of traffic. In local areas the railroads diverted 

137Branch, OPe Cit., 10:204. 1929. 
138Glass, R. J. Early transportation and the plank road. 

Annals of Iowa. Series 3~ 21:525. 1939. 
139Quig1ey, I. B. Horse railways. Palimpsest, 12:36. 1931. 
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traffic to towns served by the railroads. For the state as 

a whole they made possible a great :b:ast-')lJest movement of trade 

where formerly there had been a North-South movement. Luckily 

for Iowa the railroads came wnen they did. As it was. Io\m had 

some difficulty in transportation at the beginning of the war. 

but this was of comparatively short duration. 

During the sixties it was the dream of all community

minded individuals to get a railroad through their town. When 

a chance to realize that dream appeared everyone tried to 

help. Stock companies were organized. Large donations of land 

came from the government; rights of way were granted by land-

owers; and~ even labor for grading was given to encourage the 

railroad companies.140 For example, the Council Bluffs and 

st. Joseph Railroad did not have to buy any of the right of 

way in Pottawatamie County and only a part of it in Mills and 

Fremont counties.l4l The Northwestern by using De Soto as· an 

alternative against Council Bluffs was able to get $36,000 in 

subscriptions from the latter so that the road would go 

through Council B1uffs.142 Political maneuvers by citizens 

of Keokuk helped to provide the funds for the Des Moines 

Valley Railroad. People of Polk County raised $100,000 for 

l40Iowa state Agri. Soc. Rpt., 15:7. 1869. 
l41nranch, E. D. The C. B. and St. Joe. Palimpsest, 

10:208. 1929. 
l42Branch, E. D. The Northwestern. Palimpsest. 10:216. 

1929. 
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the railroad with the purpose of getting,the vote of Keokuk 

for Des Moines to bathe new state capital in 1857.143 

In 1855 there were only 68 miles of railroad in Iowa. 

By 1860 there were 655 miles of railroad in the state.144 

Comparatively short but important spurs of track leading west

ward connected Dubuque and Cedar Raplds l Davonport and Iowa City_ 

Burlington and ottumwa I and Keokuk and Ottumwa. There were no 

bridges across the Mississippi in 1860. 

The first railroad bridge across the Mississippi was built 

in 1856 at Rock Island, but is existence was short and troubled. 

Steamboat companies could see no justification for the nuisance 

of dodging bridge piers and opening turntables to get through. 

Shortly after the bridge was completed, a steamboat, the 

Ef.fie Afton_ ran against one of the piers, caught :fire and ViaS 

completely destroyed. The wooden bridge also ignited and was 

thus put out of use for over four months. ~le steamship 

company sued the railroad company for damages. Trials 

:followed Wherein the bridge was declared a material and dan-

gerous obstruction to river traffiC. The Mississippi and 

Missouri Railroad was ordered to remove the three piers on the 

Iowa side 'of the river. 

The quarrel grew worse nnd the federal gover.lli~ent became 

involved., The case was finally appealed to the United States 

143Hussey. T. How the Des Moines llalley railroad came to 
Des Moines. Annals of Iowa 

144Iowa. Secretary of state. Ope Cit., p. 127. 1883. 
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Supreme Court in December, 1862 when it was at last decided 

that bridges could be built across the Mississippi. 145 Within 

a few years there were several bridges built over the Missis

sippi, but it was not until 1873 that the first bridge spanned 

the Missouri River at Council Bluffs, thus really completing 

the Union Pacific. 

Before the bridges were built there was a grent deal of 

difficulty in getting freight across the Mississippi. Large 

ferry boats vlere used to take goods across to the railroads 

on the other side. In the winter of 1864 an ingenious device 

was used for taking railroad cars across at Clinton. Tracks 

were laid on the ice. The incline of the river's bank gave 

the impetus for the cars which were met on the opposite side 

by an engine. One loaded car or three empty ones could be 

sent across in one operation.146 Before the bridge was com

pleted between Fulton, Illinois and Clinton, Iowa it was costing 

the railroad company ono dollar per ton to get freight across 

the river. Furthermore it was impossible to handle some of the 

heavy freight which was offered.147 The Clinton bridge was 

built in 1865. 

Uumerous sL1all companios were engaged in railroad building 

during the period from 1860 to 1870. Railroad mileage for the 

various years showed the continuous ,;rowth. 

145Parrish. J. C. The first Mississippi bridge. 
Palimpsest. 3:133-141. 1922. 

146Clinton Herald. Jan. 23, 1864. 
147Bridge over the Mississippi at Fulton. MorChants' 

Magazine and Commercial Review, 52:145. 1865. 
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TABLE 9 

RAILRO/iD CONSTRUCTIOns 

· · • · Year · Total mileage • Milos increase over • · • previous yoar • 

1860 655 122 
1861 701 46 
1862 731 30 
1863 1]92 61 
1864 805 13 
1865 891 86 
1866 998 107 
1867 1,283 285 
1868 1,523 240 
1869 2,095 572 
1870 2,683 588 

SIowa. Secretary of state. Ope Cit., p. 127. 1883. 

Gr~/th or railroad mileage was slowed by the war, but it 

was never completely stopped. As everywhere in the surrounding 

states, the growth was most rapid at the end of the decade. 

At the beginning of the period Iowa had only short spurs of 

road in the east and southeast, but by the end of the period 

there were four railroads winch ran all the way across the 

state, and there were bridges across the 1Usslssippi. The 

main roads extended between Dubuque and Sioux City, Clinton 

and the Missouri River, Davenport and Council Bluffs, and 

Burlington and the Missouri River. Iowa had an important share 

of the transcontinental transportation system. 

The problem of the gauge of Iowa railroads brought com

paratively little trouble although there were seven different 

widths in use in various parts of the United states. The 



-62-

roads leading west £rom Chicago were of the £our reet eight 

and n half inch gauge which was designated as standard in 

1867. Apparently the builders of the Iowa roads had considered 

it possible that the roads would eventually be joined to those 

in Illinois, for almost all of the Iowa railroads were built 

o:f the standard gauge. Later, in the seventies, there were some 

narrow gauge railroads started in Iowa.148 Most of them finally 

conformed to the standard. 

The people of Iowa were quick to take ndvantage of the 

railroads once they were established. In the h/o weeks ending 

Friday, January ll~ 1861 tho frei&~ts eastward on the Chicago, 

Iowa and Nebraska Railroad alone included 38,445 bushels of 

wheat, 350 barrels of flour, 940,000 pounds of pork, 2,286 

pounds of hides, 3~399 head of hogs, and six cars of cattle. 

Freight wns increasing so rapidly that a special train had to 

be run every day to accommodate it.149 As the railroads made 

their way across the prairies, changes in trading habits de

veloped almost over night. The Marshall County Times said: 

The business of Marshall County, and a large portion 
of the counties west or here, seems to be centering 
now at otter Creek. Yle have been informed that the 
daily average of teams at that station now, is not 
less than forty. Vic are certain that the number of 
teams thnt go thro' this town for Otter Creek the 
forepart of each week are not less than ten to twenty 
daily~ and some days we should judge the number was no 
less than thirty to forty. It Is rather difficult now 
to find teams going to Marengo, when a few weeks ago 

l4Bvlllson. B. H. The matter of bsuge. Palimpsest. 13:135. 
1932. 

149Clinton Herald. Jan. 12, 1861. 
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it was equally as difficult to find teams going to 
otter Creek. The tide of trade has evidently turned.150 

In spite of the necessity for using the railroads because 

of the closing of the Mississippi River, there was much 

grumbling about the high rates. People who were used to water 

rates on hauling naturally thought railroad rates were very 

high. They did not always realize that the costs of equipping 

and operating railroads were very high. Freignts on the rail

road were from thirty to forty per cent higher in 1861, and it 

was felt by many that the reopening of the river was all that 

could save Iowa from ruin. J. H. Wallace, Secretary of the 

Iowa State Agricultural Society said in 1862: 

Our great natural highway to the Ocean, for two years 
has been closed, and for the transit of our surplns 
products to a market, we have been left to the tender 
mercies of relentless gamblers in Railroad stocks. 
With facilities altogether inadequate to carry the 
marketable products of the teeming West, they have 
taken advantage of the necessities of the people to 
make one advance after another on their tariff of 
charges until it now costs, in some instances. three 
times as much to carry our 6~nin to market as it does 
to produce it.151 

The report of the Iowa state Agricultural Society for 1863 

scarcely mentioned the railroads except to say that they had 

"shaken off the torpor which threatened to paralyze all branches 

of industry at the outbreak of the war. ttl52 The report • • 

for 1866 recognized the value of the railroads and spoke highly 

of them. The report for 1868, although still highly praising 

150Clinton Herald. Mar. 20, 1862. 
l51Iowa state Agri. Soc. Rpt., 9:126. 1863. 
152Ibid., 10:12.1864. 
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the railroads~ raised a cautious question as to whether it might 

not be a good idea to establish some regulations on the cost o£ 

freight. 

In recognition of the fact that freight rates were high, 

the Merchants' Magazine and Commercial Review offered these 

figures to show that rates were not unduly high in considera

tion of other prices of the period. In explanation, it was 

Gross earnings 
per mile 

TABLE 10 

RAILROAD EARNlNGSs 

1862 1863 1864 1865 1866 

$1,801 $2,405 $3,513 ~4#57l ~3,885 

alowa railroads. Merchants' Magazine and Cornmercia1 Revlev/, 
58:400. 1868. 

noted that ss earnings increased so did expenses. Materials, 

labor, and other costs of construction doubled, and the bonded 

debt of many roads increased. After studying fourteen principal 

railroads, the Merchants' Uagazine and Commercial ReView ex

plained that "net earnings show an average gain of $62 per mile 

or 1-1/3 per cent. Virtually, therefore, the net earnings of 

the roads are about the same per mile as at the beginning of 

the war.n153 

By 1869 the Chicago and Northwestern, the Chicago, 

Burlington and Quincy, and the Chicago, Rock Island and Pacific 

all crossed the state a~d were thus business competitors in 

153Railroad earnings. Merchants' Magazine and Commercial 
Review, 58:457. 1868. 
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areas where there was not enough population to pay reasonable 

revenue. Competition in rates might draw from a rival road, 

but there was chance for disaster in that method. Rate agree

ments often resulted in secret cutting and special prices. The 

three companies recognized their predicament and formed tho 

Omaha Pool, a new attempt in railroad financial circles. The 

Omaha Pool tried to avoid the secret cutting and special prices 

by an arrangement where forty-five per cent of the passenger 

.fares and hali' of the freight charges on all business between 

Chicago and Council Bluffs was to go for the operating ex

penses of the road collecting the money. The remainder of 

the income was put in a pool and divided equally betvleen the 

three companies .154 The books of the three companies were-

open to inspection by the members, but enforcement of the pool 

re~lly depended on hamar among the participants. For several 

years the Omaha Pool worked quite successfully for these rail

roads. By 1870 a great deal of opposition was arising against 

the railroads. Farmers were beginning to feel the e.ffects of 

the overproduction in grain and the deflation after the war. 

Several attempts were made by the state legislature to regulate 

freight and passenger rates and to establish a railroad com

mission in 1870, but these laws were not passed by the Senate!55 

154Riegel, R. E. 
Pol., 22:570. 

l55Anderson. W. 
T/i th special 
Pol., 22:23. 

The Omaha pool. Iowa Jour. of Hlst. and 
1924. 

A. The GranGer movement in the middle west 
reference to Iowa. Iowa Jour. of Hist. and 

1924. 
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MARKETS 

In any new and undeveloped country agriculture is con

cerned mainly with producing enough goods to supply its own 

people nnd animals. Frontier ~armB are largely sel~-supporting 

units. The way to the markets is difficult and transportation 

expensive. People have little to sell and can buy only a 

little. Then, as civilization advances and a countl"y gets 

older, agriculture becomes commercialized. Crops are produced, 

and animals are fattened for the market. With the money the 

farmers expect to pay their taxes and debts and have a sub. 

stantial amount of money left over for making numerous 

purchases. 

Iowa agriculture was in a transition period in the Civil 

War decade. In 1860 Iowa was sufficiently settled so that 

some farmers were already lookins.toward the commercial side 

of farming. Commercial agriculture includes several important 

characteristics. It carries the idea of raising products 

primarily for sale rather than for home consumption. '1'his 

necessitates one of two things, increased size of operations 

or intensive use of sw..aller areas. In Iowa the tendency was 

toward the larger farms in the period of the Civll War. 

People were no longer taking up small wooded lands but were 

turning to the great prairies. Commercial farming of the 
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truck gardening type was not important since it usually requires 

large cities nearby to maIm it profitable. 

Two other factors needed for commercial farming are an 

adequate labor supply or added machinery. During the war 

thousands of Iowa's young men were away and there was a 

definite labor shortage durinG the war years. At the same 

time few people were moving into Iowa. Because of the ~bor 

shortage farmers had to buy machinery to speed their produc

tion if they wished to raise large quantities of grain. High 

prices mnde increased production especially attractive. Once 

maChinery was introduced it was rare that a farmer would 

revert to his-old methods of cultivation. The war itself 

called for greater production to feed the North, so every 

effort was made to increase yields. When the soldiers re

turned from the war# they furnished more labor. This labor, 

added to the increased use of machinery pushed production 

forward at n great rate. Cheap land made room for the soldiers 

to start their own farms and numerous new settlers arrived 

between 1867 and 1870. ~ley came determined to raise large 

crops and payoff debts on land and machinery# so that they 

could buy more land and build secure futures for themselves 

and their families. Horticultural and agricultural societies 

were tryinG to educate the farmers in better methods. Live

stock breeding was receiving more attention. Total production 

increased by Je aps and bounds. 

But increased production presents only part of the 
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picture of commercial farming. Equally important is the 

ability to sell tho great crops of wbeat~ corn~ and oats, and 

the hogs~ cattle, and wool which commercial farming producos. 

Before the war the Mississippi River was the main artery of 

export trade for Iowa. ~le river towns were the msrkets~ and 

in the few places where there were railroads into tho interior 

the river towns acted as concentration points for produce which 

could be shipped down the river. Since there were no bridges, 

all goods had to be unloaded and transferred by ferryboat across 

the river to be reloaded on the other side if it were to con-

tinue by rail. Bulky or heavy goods such as corn, wheat or 

livestock was .usually shipped by stoamboat dovm the river. 

The closing of the 1Hssissippi in the early part of the 

war was a great shock to Western trade. Crops were being pro-

duced and the East and Europe were ready to buy them. Hal1road 

rates were far higher than water transportation and the railroad 

lines had more goods than they-could handle. A letter from 

Mr. W. H. Osborn to the president of the Illinois state 

Agricultural Society written on December 8, 1862 said concern

ing the transportation problem: 

It is almost idle to extend the L~ternal improvements 
of the Northwest, or to urge the farmers to produce 
more, while every acre cultivated adds to the volume 
of business which already chokes the narrow channels 
of the Erie Canal and three trunk lines of railway. 
A broad \vuter course from Lake Erie to the Hudson, 

- through which our lake vessels can float \"lithout 
breaking bulk, will cheapen the cost of transportation 
to a point at which we can supply the European market 
profitably under all circumstances. • • • The 
question of transportation in vital to the interests 
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of our agricultural state. Illinois has for two years 
sent away food enough to supply ten millions of people 
and November of each of the last two years has closed 
down upon a surplus of food in this state as large as 
that sent o:ff in the shipping season. At this moment, 
only a fortnight after the close of navigation, all the 
lines of railways east :from Chicago nre blocked with 
beef, pork, flour, and every description of provisions. 
It may be said that this is exceptional in consequonce 
of the loss of the Southern trade, but it is hardly the 
case. Iowa fL'1.d Missouri suffer more from the loss of 
the trade with the South, for the grain of those States 
cannot afford the railway transportations from thence 
to the lakes. Tneir crops are largely in the hands of 
the producer, waiting for the opening of the Mississippi. 156 

The IO'Na Homestead repeatedly maligned the railroads for 

the increased prices of transportation and berated the federal 

government for failing to reopen the Mississippi, claiming 

that it was really to the interests of the railroads that the 

iviississippi be leept closed. The i'ollowiJlg indictment of the 

railroads appeared in the Iowa Homestead in 1862: 

No person w11.0 has had occasion to deal with the Railroads, 
running eastward, for the last twelve months, could 
fnil to notice the vast difference between the charges 
of freight one year ago, and those of the present time. 
One year ago, flour was shipped by rallroad, from 
Chicago to New York, for $l.l2~ per barrel--now it costs 
about $2.50; more than twice the charge of last season. 
The question naturally arises, vlhy is it? The reason 
is plain. L!lst season, the West and l'forthwest had a 
Southern market and outlet to the ocean by the way of 
the Mississippi River. Then- there waB competItion. 
Now our Southern market is cut off, and thu Eastern 
Railroad Companies are taking advantage of the mis
fortunes of the farmers of the West~ by charging 
exorbitant freight UDon the produce whioh they are 
sending East, to supply the Eastern and European markets!57 

Meanwhile the river remained closed and there was no 

1560sborn, W. H. Letter. The Prairie Farmer. Uew Series, 
10:387-388. 1862. 

157 Railroad freight rates. The Iowa Homestead. new 
series~ 1:29. 1862. 
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alternntive but to use the railroads. Bridges were built 

across the river and the rails extended a little farther west 

each year~ Toward the last two years of the war prices were 

hi&~ enough so that the farmers could realize a profit even 

though transportation was high. The railroads had brou&~t a 

change in the method of handling ~ain and livestock. It was 

no longer necessary to deliver grain to the river tovms. 

Dozens of markets along the railroad sprang up and distances 

of hauling were shortened immeasurably. 'Where a great deal of 

capital had previously been required to buy grain, it was now 

possible for a man with as little as a hundred dollars to 

start buying grain by paying for it with a sight draft on a 

Chicago coramission house. 

Data on local markets are incomplete. Of the towns 

located on the Hllwaukee and st. Paul Railroad, the Des Goines 

Valley Railroad, and the Illinois Central certain towns stand 

out as the most important buying and shipping pOints. Over 

100,000 bushels of wheat were shipped by each of these towns: 

Ossian, Decorah, Lime Springs, Fort Atkinson, Lawlet, Charles 

City, Ridgeway, Douds~ Alpine, Oskaloosa. Cresco, Dubuque, 

Dyersville .. Manchester, Cedar Falls, Ackley, Waverly, Mitchell, 

and st. Ansgar.lSS Independence 'Was the most important shipping 

paint, sending 441,200 bushels of wheat to the East. Waterloo 

shipped 435,540 bushels and Bubl.lque shipped 306,070 bushels. 

158Iowa state Agri. Soc. Rpt., 17:60-63, 82-83. 1871. 
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Partly because transportation was so expensive, meat-

packing developed and the packing centers furnished a large 

home market ror hogs. In 1863 Keokuk packed 65,000 hogs; 

Des Moines packed 17,000 and Council Bluff's packed 14,737.159 

Pork, lard, and dressed hogs shipped from Iowa amounted to 

10,882,621 pounds in 1865 and had increased to 29,222,849 

pounds by 1870. Pork and beef shipped from the towns on the 

three railroads named above went largely from Ottunw/a, 

Eddyville, Dubuque, Dyersville, Postville, Ossian, Decorah, 

Cresco, Manchester, Independence, Waterloo, and Waver1y.160 

'the larger markets for live hogs were Oskaloosa l Pella, 

Dubuque, and Manchester. Muscatine had tho largest prOVisions 

trade.· Important markets for hides Ylere Dubuque, Cedar Falls, 

Fort Dodge, Waterloo, Decorah, ot~va, Eddyville, Oskaloosa,· 

and Pella.161 

Before the Civil War the river towns had a great ad

vanta@9 in being the market places for; eastern Iowa. Dubuque, 

Davenport, Burlington, Muscatine, McGregor and Clinton were 

important marketing places, for it was at these towns that the 

grain had to be handled, either by transferring it to a steam

boat to go down the river or by reloading it and shipping it 

across the river by ferryboat. As soon as the bridges were 

built across the river, these towns lost part of the advantage 

159Ibid •• 11:16. 1865. 
160I bid., 17:60-63# 82-83. 
161Ibide6 17:60-63. 82-83. 

1871. 
1871. 
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they had had in the grain trade although they often developed 

into railroad centers and gained in other ways. The towns which 

did not have the river crossings soon fell behind in the 

struggle for trade. 

Chicago was by far the most important of the out of state 

markets for Iowa products. It was to be.come the lending rail

way center. of the world. Freight on the lakes was much cheaper 

than by rail" so most of the heavy and bulky products were 

transferred to the steamboats and shipped over the lakes and 

Erie Canal to Uew York, although throughout the sixties the 

proportion going the whole way by rail slOWly grew larger. 

This may be illustrated by the shipments of wheat and flour in 

1863 and 18'70. Wheat shipped by lake from Chicago in 1863 

rumounted to 10,646,552 bushels and by rail 89,861 bushels. 

In 1870 wheat shipped by lake from Chicago had increased to 

13,429,069 bushels and by rail to 2,902,953 bushels. Even 

at the end of the decade only a little over a sixth of the 

wheat was going by rail to New York.l62 

Flour shipments exhibit a different development because 

flour was not as bulky. In processed goods which did not take 

too grent a transportation expense in proportion to weight, 

the railroads were accepted earlier.. In 1863 there were 

1,206,443 barrels or flour sent east from Chicago by ~ater and 

only 272,126 by rail. In 1870 there were 574~393 barrels or 

I62U. S. Dureau of Statistics. Report on the internal 
commerce of the U. S. for 1876. 1877. 
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flour sent east by water and 989,~60 barrels by rail.~63 

Because corn is· cheap in comparison to its bulk, it con

tinued to be shipped by water from Chicago although increasing 

quantities were shipped by rail. In 1863 only five per cent of 

the eastward movement of corn was on the railroads, and by 1878 

only twenty-two per cent'.l64 

st. Louis received small amounts of wheat and corn from 

Iowa. During the Civil Viar the total receipts of wheat for 

st. Louis were around 3,000,000 bushels per year. By 1870 

st. Louis received 6,638,253.165 

Of the grain trade which went directly to the seaboard 

New York received the greatest proportion. In 1872 the flour 

and grain delivered at New York amounted to 89,819,578 bushels 

while the total delivered at the six other large markets, 

Montreal, Portland, Boston, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 

New Orleans was only 94,843,824. Until 1872 comparatively 

little of the grain trade from the West went to any other place 

but New York. Figures of exports of wheat for 1869 and 1879 

show that the great inroads of other markets on the New York 

trade came in the seventies. 

The reason for the great development of the railroad 

shipping to the seaboard in the seventies lies in the decline 

of the railroad rates so that the cost was no longer prohibitive. 

163Ibid., p. 102. 
164Ibid., p. 102. 
165U. S. Bureau of 

connnerce of the 

1877. 
1877. 
Statistics. Report on the internal 
U. S. for 1879. p. 22. 
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The shipment of grain by direct rail routes was ronde possible 

when the railroads entered iIlto agreements so that commodities 

could be shipped over cOIL~ecting lines on through bills of 

ladings.166 Between 1862 and 1870 the amount of flour shipped 

on the Erie Canal declined from 2,102,574 barrels to 509,055 

barrels.167 Vlhile the Erie Canal ceased to be important for 

carrying coarse frei@lts, it was important as a regulator of 

all freight rates. If the railroad rates advanced very far the 

canal got the trade.168 If the railroad rates were fairly low, 

the people preferred the railroads. Freight rates from Chicago 

to New York fell fram 26.6 cents per bushel of corn in 1872 to 

8.6 cents per bushel in 1876, this fall in railroad rates being 

credited for the great increase in corn exports to foreign 

countries during the seventies.169 

During the sixties exports to Europe increased from two 

per cent of the total crop to fourteen per cent. England,' 

Scotland, and Irela~d took by far the largest part of the export 

with smaller·amounts going to France and Germ~any. During the 

latter part of the war the demand for products in the East Was 

good. For three years after the war there were very short 

crops in Europe and grain was needed there very badly.170 In 

1867 there was a great shortage of corn and wheat in the South 

166Ibid., p. 105. 
l67Ibid., p. 106. 
l68Ibid., p. 107. 
l69U. S. Bureau of statistics. Report on the internal 

comraerce of the U. S. for 1876. p. 157. 1877. 
l70Prospects of the breadstuffs' trade. Merchants' 

Magazine and Commercial Review, 58:364. 1868. 
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also. COnJr.lercial farmers in the West had plenty to take care 

of the shorta3e. So the Iowa farmers continued to expand 

their operations. But markets could not continue to keep pace 

with the growing production, and prioos started to decline. 

By 1870 they were much lower than they had been for a long 

time. Prices continued to fall and remained at a low level all 

during the seventies. Ar;ricultural overproduction was already 

apparent in 1870. 

By helping to indus triali ze the Eas t and by bringing 

greatly increased production in the West, the Civil War hastened 

the time when overproduction was a major problem on the American 

farms. As prices went up farmers were even more ~~ious to 

produce great orops, and scarcity of labor caused the intro

duction of machines with greater rapidity than would normally 

have occurred. By closing the Iiiississippi a great impetus was 

given to the railroads in taking over the trade which they 

would have received eventually. Once aocustomed to using rail 

transportation to Chicago, the people would not readily return 

to the old river trade. The new way was easier because trade 

could be handled directly without great amounts of capital. 

The trade on the river was risky and there were numerous 

losses. Often there were long waits for the money on shipments. 

Insurance rates were very high and perishables such as flour 

did not always fare well in the long trip on the Mississippi 

to new Orleans and aro1ll1d Florida to New York. While there was 

great protest about the closing of the river at the beginning 
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or the war, the people did not go back to it to any appreciable 

extent after the war was over. 

people of the West had changed. 

The trading habits of the 

They now looked definitely 

toward the East for their important markets. 
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BUSINESS 

Vrnere there is a growing population, there must be some 

means of satisfying its needs; so businesses soon arise. In 

the new Iowa towns representatives of all the important fields 

of business appeared before the towns grew very large. In 

1863 Clinton had about 1600 people. Its newspaper carried 

advertisements for two ~~rdware stores, a shoemaker, a photo

graphic gallery, two justices of the peace, three physicians, 

a dentist, a hat and cap store, three druggists, an attorney, 

a machine shop, three steam gang saw mills, two grocers, a 

clothing store, a tailor, an undertaker, an architect, two 

forwarding cOL~ission merchants, two meat markets, a blacksmith 

and a livery stable.171 

The patent medicine business must have been most lllcra

tive. The same issue of the Clinton Herald advertised in 

pretentious spaces twelve different patent medicines ~lo~ingly 

guaranteed to cure any and all diseases. Advertisements for 

these medicines appeared week after week. 

Tae advertisements of the Clinton Herald indicated the 

development of some specialized stores which W011ld easily fit 

into the modern catagory of drug store, clothing store, and the 

like. Other advertisements indicate the characteristics of the 

17lClinton Herald. Nov. 22, 1862. 



-78-

general store ~nich was common to all new cownunities. The 

diverse character of such stores is shovm by the text of the 

following advertisement, printed in one-half' a column in 

twenty-two different sized types: 

Cheap cash store, of' Petersen Brothers, Louden, Iowa 
Our mot to is, t Large Sale s and Small Profits.' We 
inform our friends and the public generally, that we 
constantly keep on hand a large assortment of Dry 
goods, Ready Iflade Clothing, Boots and Shoes, Hats 
and Caps, Groceries and Crockery, Hardware, Cutlery, 
Fence Wire and Nails, Kerosene Oil & Lamps, Tinware, 
Yankee Notions, Farming Implements, &C. which sell at 
the Lowest Living Prices. We also keep a large 
assortment of Plows, Drills, and Corn Planters, 
Fanning Mills, and other Agricultural Implements, 
Agents for C. H. McCormick's and other Reapers, Also 
Agents for Pitt's Chicaeo and Buff'alo Threshing 
Machines. Orders for Lumber, &0.; will be received, 
and promptly attended to. The highest prices paid for 
all kinds of Grain and Produce, Petersen Brothors# 
Louden, I~la.172 

Another general store offered: 

Wheat, Corn, Oats, Flour, Pork, Butter, EgGS, Pota
toes, Hides &C., Taken at Cash prices in exchange for 
goods.173 

~ne development of business in Clinton was probably similar 

to that of' most of tho larger river towns in the poriod. 

Business seemed to be goinS well in Clinton in 1861 nlthough 

the newspaper carried f'requent COllunents on hard times. The 

Clinton Herald for November 30, 1861 said: 

There seems to be a 8reater demand for dwelling 
houses in this city than ever before. We hear of 
inquiries for them nearly every day. Notwithstand
ing the hard times Clinton is steadily increasing. 
Our merchants and dealers say their business is much 
better than it was a year ago and everything indicates 

17201inton Herald. Dec. 5, 1863. 
l73Ibid., Dec. 5, 1863. 
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a degree of prosperity I enjoyed by very fev1 Western 
towns. 

The same paper told of the Clinton Iron Works l saying: 

S. Sisco's Foundry and Machine Shop is being driven 
to 1 ts utmost capacity, which is not very limited. • 
He employs about twenty-five men l and is turning out 
work that would reflect credit on any establlshment.174 

In 1862 the Clinton Herald while complaining of its own 

business made this comment: 

Though in no former years were there so mnny business 
houses in our town, and never has trade, in all 
branches been so prosperous and profitable as during 
1862, the putronage to our paper by our dealers, has 
never been so limited as now.175 

In May 1864 the Clinton Herald stated: 

While most towns of its size are indirectly suffering 
from the effects of the war, the present prosperity 
of Clinton is unprecedented. • • • Our mills and 
manufactories are running to their utmost capaCity 
in filling the orders Which are crowding in upon them, 
and our merchants are doing a thriving business.176 

• 

Part of the boom was undoubtedly due to the large group 

working on the building of the Mississippi River bridge at 

Clinton, but much of the prosperity was also the result of the 

steady growth of the town. 

The business men of the interior had other problems to face 

in establishing their businesses away from the more settled 

river district. Transportation of their goods was a ereat dif

ficulty when there were no railroads. Often credit had to be 

extended to the pioneering settlers who were starting up on 

l74Ibid., nov. 30, 1861 
l75Ibid., nov. 22, 1862. 
l76Ibid., May 10, 1864. 



-80-

their new farms. In the sixties most of the merchants fared 

quite well as long as there were good crops. Just before the 

sixties there had been a period when too much credit was ex

tended, and ~or some time thereafter the dealers were wary of 

credit. 

Lack of communications hampered merchants in their 

knowledge of general price trends and sudden changes. The war I 

of courso, brought aome unusual shifts as shown in the follow

ing excerpt from the Clinton Herald: 

The Maquoketa Sentinel tells how a couple of traders 
near there, were "sold", in consequence of not 
taking the papers. It says: 'A storekeeper in a 
neighboring town recently had a call for cotton 
goods, which at once cleared his shelves. Tho next 
day he ordered a fresh supply, and found the Whole
sale price five cents a yard more than he retailed 
for. A trader not far from Maquoketa came off as 
badly with tea. Before he heard of advance prices, 
he sold at fifty cents per pound, and to replenish 
his stock was forced to pay seventy-five cents for 
the same quality.,177 

. Business in the interior of Iowa in the sixties may be 

described by the experiences of C. J. A. Ericson who came to 

Webster County in 1868 to set up a business. He arrived in 

Des Moines with a few articles of .furniture, a barrel of flour, 

a Prince and Company organ, remnants of dry goods and notions 

valued at $400, and less than $100 in cash. He went to a 

wholesale firm and bought what he could for his remaining $100. 

After thinking it over, the £irm o£fered him credit without 

collateral and without references so that he was able to take 

177Ibid., Mar. 22, 1862. 

\ 
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$120 more in goOds. Upon arriving at Ridgeport Mr. Ericson did 

some trading and finally set up business 1n a sixteen by twenty

two foot store Which he rented for three dollars per month. 

His stock amounted to about $850 and his debt $370. 

People literally had no money; so barter was the only way 

to sell goods. Mr. Ericson accepted furs, dry hides, maple 

sugar, honey, bees\vax, eggs, ginseng, and feathers as current 

articles of trade. After a month of trading Mr. Ericson took 

a team and wagon full of his collections to Des Moines where he 

sold them and paid his debt. 

In order to zet some cash Mr. Ericson encouraged the 

farmers to start raising ho~s to sell and then contracted to buy 

hogs for a firm at a commission of ten cents per head, the price 

he paid being $1.75 per hundred. lIe was able to buy 600 head 

the first year. He also purchased two carloads of fat cows at 

$10 per head without regard to their weight. He had to drive 

them 150 miles to the nearest railway at Iowa City in order to 

sell them. Besides his other work, Mr. Ericson was postmaster, 

and had c::;reat difficulty betting the people to pay cash for 

stamps. Many of them could not understand why articles in trade 

were not acceptable for stamps as well as ~or other things. 

Business increased a~d the store was enlarged by 1861. 

Then If!r. Ericson decided to start to buy butter. He first had 

to get firkins for it. It was necessary to hire men to cut -

and split the timber, cut hoop holes, and fix a drying kiln, 

and finally he had to import a cooper to make the tubs. He 
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then could buy butter and work it into the four firkins accord-

ing to color and quality. Butter which wns too poor for resale 

was put into a barrel for soap grease. The addition of the 

butter business doubled Mr. Ericson's merchandise sales. 

Business prospered and in 1864 he went heavily into stock 

buying and shipping. the railroad having by this time reached 

his-town. He made a good income for several years, but in 1867 

he went into partnership with three other men in an investment 

of $60,000 on 1200 head of steers to be herded between the 

Des Moines River and Sioux City, and misfortune overtook him. 

The grasshopper plague made pasture so scarce that the cattle 

had to be sold. The flooded market dropped a half and the 

final result was a debt of $20,000 on the transaction. Two of 

the partners owned no property and left the cmlntry, leaving 

the debt to Mr. Ericson and one other partner. Eventually 

Mr. Ericson was able to clear up his debt and became first' 

vice-president of the First National Bank nt Boone.178 To be 

a successful business man in interior Iowa from 1860 to 1870 

entailed true versatility, judgment, and hard work. 

It is difficult to make comparisons of prices of soods 

for this period because prices fluctuated tremendously and 

records ara \udely scattered. Table 12 shows the wholesale 

price index numbers of unweighted relative prices for the 

period using 1926 as the base. The indexes show that wholesale 

l78Ericson, C. J. Memories of a Swedish immigrant of 1852. 
Annals of Iowa. Series 3, 8:6-12. 1907. 
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TABLE 11 

WHOLESALE PRICE I!1DEXESQ 

Year Index Year Index 

1860 61 1866 105 
1861 61 1867 105 
1862 72 1868 98 
1863 90 1869 94 
1864 116 1870 87 

au. S. Btireau of foreign and domestic co~~erce. 
Ope ~it., p. 300. 1936. 

prices steadily advanced from 1860 to 1865 when they were double 

what they had been in 1860, and then they slowly dropped back 

until 1870 when they were approximately 141 per cent of the 

1860 price. These facts should be taken into consideration 

any time that prices are quoted and compared. 
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FI1MNCIAL CONDITIONS 

The year 1860 was a difficult one for the farmers, but 

crops were good and the farmers partially recoverod ~rom the 

hard times of the previous years. Land speculation and crop 

failures had ruined many, but abundant crops in 1860 helped 

to bring them back to solvency. In 1861 the crops were 

average, but prices were very low, probably not more than 

half what they had been in previous years.179 Definitely 

higher prices during the war years did much to clear up old 

debts. During 1863 and 1864 the farmers were most prosperous 

and were able to pay their past indebtadness. The Iowa state 

Agricultural Society reports for the years 1863 to 1869 were 

full of references to the good prices and farm prosperity. 

Partly as a consequence of the high prices and partly 

because so many people were immigrants and were just starting 

to £arm in Iowa, many farmers want heavily into debt for land 

and machinery in the latter part of the decade. Basing their 

judgment on the past five or six years they felt justified in 

giving heavy mortgages. Prices for wheat were as high as 

$3.50 per bushel in 1866 and 1867.180 Then it gradually fell 

179Iowa State Agri. Soc. Rpt., 8:3. 1863. 
l80RuggEs, C. O. The economic basis of the Greenback 

movement in Iowa and Wisconsin. Proceedincls of the 
Mississippi Valley Historical Associa tion for 1912-13, 
6:152. 1913. 
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in-price and in January 1870 was worth only 77 cents per bIshel 

in Chioago. Some farmers held their wheat for more money~ but 

the price continued to fall and they suffered even more than 

those who sold out earlier. 

Attempts to better the farm income by attacking cost of 

transportation and middlemen's commissions and efforts to 

increase the amount of currency in circulation indicate a 

tightening of the currency in 1870. The discussions of the 

money problem were forerunners of the Greenback movement which 

started in Iowa in 1876 when conditions were very much worset8l 

In 1870 most people considered the low prioes as temporary and 

looked forward to better prices very soon. 

Finanoe in Iowa. was greatly upset by the war. Announce-

ments appeared to the effeot that the local banking offices 

would not accept bills on banlts whose circulation wos secured 

by Southern stocks. The Clinton Herald said that there were 

twenty-seven banks in Wisconsin and Illin01s whose bills would 

not be honored in Glinton.182 

As prices rose, hoarding silver for speculative purposes 

caused a great scarcity of the metal. By 1862 a general 

shortage of silver" was apparent. The Clinton TIerald stated: 

The scarci ty of silver coin is. leading to all sorts 
of expedients for the purpose of breaking bank 
bills. Postage stamps are being used to a large 
extent for chan3e, and several journals recommend 
their exclusivE> employment to avoid the somewhat 
mortifying issue of shinplasters. 83 

181Ibid., 6:152-153. 1913. 
182C1inton Herald. Dec. 15, 1860. 
183Clinton Herald. July 19, 1862. 
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Later ttshinplasters", a type of postage-stamp bills about 

a third the size of a treasury note, were issued in five, ten, 

twenty-five, and fifty cent denominations.184 

During the first part of the decade the state Bank was an 

important institution, having been authorized by the new 

constitution in 1857. The money system in Iowa before 1857 was 

deplorable. In 1851 banks of issue had been prohibited in the 

state because of hatred for banks and big money interests. 

Much real banking was done, but the right 'to issue money was 

not 3ranted under Iowa laws. Sometimes money was issued in 

other states and guaranteed by Iowa stockholders who cir

culated it In Iowa.185 In sane cases county orders were put 

out and cities and towns often issued scrip.186 Checks, bills, 

and coupons issued by business men served as money also, 

although it could not circulate far from home.187 The value 

of all these kinds of money was a great problem since some of 

it was greatly depreciated and some of it was worthless. 

Hiram Price, a founder of the State Bank, said that tho two 

necessary books for the business man were the Bible and the 

counterfeit detector. ISS Even the counterfeit detectors could 

not keep up wi th the changing money values, but they were a 

l84Clinton Herald. Aug. 30, 1862. 
l85Gallaher, R. A. Money in pioneer Iowa. Iowa Jour. of 

filst. and Pol., 32:30. 1934. 
l86Ibid., 32:31. 1934. 
l87Ibid., 32:35. 1934. 
l88Price, H. The state bank of Iowa. Annals of Iowa. 

Series 3, 1:267. 1894. 
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great help. An examination of the exchanges for a short, time 

in 1856 showed that notes from over 300 banks and six kinds of 

local scrip were in circulation.189 

To remedy the situation the State Bank was set up in 

1858. Every effort was made to insure its safety. The Bank 

was founded on an actual specie basis. All its branches were 

mutually responsible for each others' notes intended to cir

culate as money. Stockholders were individually liable to any 

unpaid creditors to the extent of the value of their shares 

of stock. 

Everywhere in Iowa businessmen supported the new bank# 

for most people wished to get rid of the questionable currency 

of outside banks. The State Bank itself was not a bank of 

issue or deposit# but it had general supervision over the 

branch banks. None of the branches were to do business until 

five were organized and ready to start. There were to be no 

more than thirty banks organized in the state, and their capital 

~ " stock was required to be between ~50 ,000 and ~;'300 ,,000. At 

least five stockholders were required for each branch and a 

town had to have at least 500 population before it could open 

a branch. A town could have only one branch of the State 

Bank. Branches were required to keep twenty-five per cent of 

their circulation in specie.190 A central Board of Directors 

lS9Gallaher, Ope Cit., 32:40. 1934. 
190Lathrop', lIe W. Some Iowa bank history. Iowa Hist. 

Rec.# 13:6. 1899. 
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controlled the issuance of the b~~k notes. 

The fifteen branches of the state Bank were apparently 

well-managed, and in normal times they would have had no great 

difficulty. The Merchants' Magazine and Conunercial Review for 

May 10, 1862 said of the yearly statement of the State Bank 

of Iowa, "This is certainly a very safe and conservative 

statement.,,19l The Clinton IIerald called the attention of 

Easterners to the bank's statement and remarked that the 

Clinton Herald "would recommend that they cease prating about 

the Ins~curity of banks in the west, or at least, make a 

reservation in favor of Iown.,,192 When the great inflation of 

the war period came, the State Bank was forced to suspend 

specie payments, but that was a result of no weakness in the 

bank Itself. 

In 1863 the federal government placed a two per cent 

tax on state Bank notes. "Wildcat" currency from banks in 

other states was being passed, and efforts were made to keep 

the people from accepting it. The Clihton Herald for May 21, 

1864 said: 

Our merchants, and farmers frequenting our town 
should absolutely refuse all money except green
backs, national currency and State Bank bills. 
This course rigorously and persistently followed 
will soon drive from our midst the ragged Eastern 
trash which has so long flooded the country.193 

19l5tate Bank of Iowa. Merchants' Magazine and Commercial 
Review, 47:63. 1862. 

192Cllnton Herald. sept. 20, 1862. 
193Clinton Herald. May 21, 1864. 
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In 1864 an Iowa law was passed prohibitin6 the circulat

ing of any bank note issued by any "bank, individual or 

corporation in any other State", thus exempting from the law 

United States money or the notes of the Iowa state Bank.194 

The money in Iowa then changed from the wildcat type to 

the state Bank and federal currency. Federal currency in the 

form of greenbacks was issued during the Civil War, the face 

value of the notes of 1861 being $50. By early 1862 denomina

tions were as low as five dollars~ and by the latter part of 

the year greenbacks were issued for one dollar. The federal 

tax on State Bank notes forced them out of circulation and 

legislation rid the State of the wildcat currency, so by the 

end of the Civil War the currency of Iowa was largely federal. 

In 1865 the 'federal tax on bank notes was raised to ten per 

cent in order to clear the money aituation completely and to 

put all the money issued'under federal control. The notes of 

the state Bank were then called for redemption and the state 

Bank was dissolved. 

Meanwhile national banks had been started in Iowa. The 

lack of uniformity of money evident in Iowa in 1860 was 

characteristic of the South and West, and throu~lout the 

nation there were demands for reform. Secretary Salmon Chase 

proposed the establishment of a national bank. A banking law 

194Iowa • Laws, statutes, etc. Acts and joint resolutions 
passed at the loth session of the general assembly of 
the state of Iowa. p. 56-57. 1864. 
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was passed in 1863 and amended in 1864. Under this law a blweau 

to have charge of the issue and regumtion of the national 

currency was established in the Treasury Department. 195 

Not less than five people with a minimum capital of 

$50,000 might form a banking association in towns of less 

than 6 1 000 population. In cities of 6 1 000 to 50,000 population 

$100,000 was required, and in cities of over 50 1 000 the re

qtured amount was ~200,000.196 Charters were for twenty year 

periods and the banks v/ere allowed to discount promissory 

notes, drafts and bills of exchange, to receive deposits, 

make loans on personal security, and issue notes, but not to 

hold real estate mortgages. 197 United States Bonds to the 

amolmt of $30,000 and not less than one-third of the capital 

stock had to be deposited with the Treasurer of the United 

states. Notes might be issued up to ninety per cent of the 

bonds deposited. 

Three national banks were established in Iowa in the 

summer of 1863 and located at Davenport, Iowa City and Lyons. 

By October 1864 Iowa had twenty national banks and by 1866 
198 there were forty-five. 'rho banks were sound and there was 

only one failure in the first ten years of their operation in 

Iowa. The banks were a tremendous aid to the sale of the 

United States Bonds. The First National Bank of Davonport 

195Preston l U. H. History of banking 
State Historical Society of Iowa. 

196Ibid., p. 129. 1922. 
197Ibid., p. 129-130. 1922. 
198Ibid., p. 131. 1922. 

in Iowa. p. 129. 
Iowa City, Iowa. 1922. 
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sold over a half-million dollars' worth of the seven-thirty 

notes in the first half of 1865.199 Many of the former members 

of the state Bank became national banks and provided the people 

with continued good service. 

There were also many private banks in Iowa through the 

sixties. Many of these \Vore unincorporated and none of them 

were; specially regulated~ ~ne capital requirements for 

national banks were too high. for many of them. Other reasons 

for not. joining the national bank group were that these 

private banks Wished to loan on real estate security and dis

liked federal restraints.200 Some of these banks were 

incorporated under state laws and their articles of incorpora-

tion were recorded with the county recorder. After 1870 they 

were required to file with the secretary of state. 

When the Civil War first started and the cull for troops 

came, there was no organized militia in the States. Volun

teers reported rapidly, but there was no money to equip, care 

for, or pay soldiers until they were actually in the federal 

army. The State Bank furnished money at the outset, but on 

April 25, 1861 Governor Kirrovood called a special session of 

legislature to care for the details. or the many things 

accomplished by this iegislature the outstanding thing was the 

authorization of the issue of $800,000 in bonds to pay for the 

199Preston, H. H. History of banking 
State Historical SOCiety of Iowa. 

200Ibid., p. 134. 1922. 

in Iowa. p. 132. 
Iowa CltYI Iowa. 1922. 
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army expenses.20l These bonds were to be issued at seven per 

cent with interest payable semi-annually and were to rlm £or 

twenty years., 

Everyone expected the bonds to sell readily and easily. 

Bonds were issued to the amount of $400,000 and during the 

first few days $50,000 were sold. Then, numerous articles 

began to appear in the New York Herald which discredited the 

issue and warned the people against investing in it. 

The New york newspaper really had some small grounds for 

complaint against the state of Iowa in that the Iowa Supreme 

Court had held that the General Assembly had no power to 

authorize counties to become stockholders in railroads. This 

had caused the railroads considerable trouble because some 

counties had bought the stocks, but no one really lost any 

money thereby. Counties and cities paid for the bonds Which 

had actually been sold, but all new sales of county or 

municipal bonds or stocks for railroads were halted even 

though they had once been voted. This was the basis £or the 

statement of the New York Herald which warned would-be bond-

holders that Iowa did not pay her honest debts. 

The New York Herald attacked the bonds £rom a second 

angle by saying that they were unconstitutional because of 

the $250,000 debt limit in Iowa.202 The bond issue was con

stitut1onal, however, because the bonds were voted under the 

201pollock, I. L. 
Hist. and Pol, 

202Ib1d., 15:486. 

The war loan of 1861. 
15:469. 1917. 

1917. 

Iowa Jour. of 
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section of the constitution which gave the state additional 

power to raise funds to repel invasion, suppress insurrection 

or defend the State in War. 

Vlhen the bonds were placed on sale in the New York market, 

they had to compete with the issues o~ many other states also 

suddenly called upon ~or money_ The market was low, and Iowa 

had the handicap of unfavorable publicity although Iowa 

editors had done their best to answer charges that the bonds 

were inferior. Most of the bids for the bonds were from 

eighty to ninety cents on the dollar. This was about what 

other states were receiving for their bonds.203 There had 

been rumors that the bonds would be low, so the agents had 

been instructed to refuse bids under ninety cents on the 

dollar. 

Only one sale to the Iowa City branch of the State Bank 

was made, a sale for three $1,000 bonds at ninety-two cents 

on the do1lar.204 Governor Kirkwood then made an appeal to 

the people of Iowa'to buy the bonds, but they were very slow 

to act, and between July and November in 1861 only ~86,000 

worth of bonds had been sold, these bringing in only $81,269. 

Warrants issued already amounted to $223,568.43.205 

Leaders in Iowa had advanced money of their own and had 

borrowed large sums to pay expenses, believin~ that the bonds 

203Pollock, I. L. 
lUst. and Pol., 

204Ibid., 15:490. 
205Ibid., 15 :496'. 

The war loan of 1861. 
15:489. 1917. , 
1917. 
1917. 

Iowa Jour. of 
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would be sold. When they failed to sell, it left these people 

a~ost helpless before their creditors. Governor Kirkwood was 

finally able to eet $80,000 from the federal government as an 

advance refund to the state. It was received in Ootober, 1861 

and helped to ease the financial situation although the state 

was in bad financial condition all through the year. Another 

arrangmaent with the federal government made it possible for 

the soldiers to be paid by the United States for the time 

they were serving in the state service before actually going 

into the United States Army. The state quit trying to furnish 

the clothing to the soldiers after the first three regiments 

were outfitted. Clothing was taken care of by the federal 

government much to the chagrin of patriotic Iowans. The bonds 

continued to be sold or exchanged for warrants till Sept. I, 

1862. The total face value of about ~300,OOO was actually 

sold at a price of $277,320.206 The financial crisis was -

safely passed with the aid received from the federal government. 

At the same time that all the financial difficulty arose 

about the army, taxes were very hard to collect, and in many 

cases were not collected. There was great disagreement about 

who should administer taxation, the township or county. In 

1858 the township system was introduced for the third time. 

The assessors were to meet once a year and classify the 

property for equalization of assessments. In 1860 it was de

cide~ that the board of supervisors should take charge of the 

206Ibid.; 15:500-501. 1917. 
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equalization of assessments, but. this was not really car~ied 

out and the collection of taxes was left decentralized and in 

the hands of the assessors. 207 Further decentralization came 

in 1862 when a law established town and city assessors as well 

as township assessors.208 This decentralization led directly 

to a~inistrative difficulty with the general property tax. 

State finances for general expenses were very hard to 

manage. Expenditures for state purposes were about $300,,000 

per year for 1861 and 1862. During the four years prior to 

November, 1861 a delinquency of $400,,000 in state taxes had 

accumula ted, and there were at tha t time $103,645 wprth of 

warr~~ts drawn on the Treasury which were unpaid for lack of 

funds. Accordin3 to Governor Kirkwood it was therefore 

necessary to levy taxes higher thnn the expense of the state 

required because only part of the people paid their state tax. 

Interest on unpaid warrants and the necessity for paying 

extra high prices for goods which must be paid for with 

warrants was costing the State much unnecessary expense. 

Furthermore, the ta~-paying public was bearing the expenses 

for those who did not pay. Governor Kirkwood's suggestion lay 

in placing a heavy penalty for non-payment of taxes when due, 

and in the assurance of valid titles to purchasers of land sold 

at tax sales. He suggested to the Senate and House that the 

207Brindley, J. E. The history of taxation in Iowa. Vol.l, 
p. 50. The State Historical Society of Iowa. Iowa City, 
Iowa. 1911. 

208Ibid., Vol. I, p. 68. 1911. 

~-. 
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counties be required to pay to the State at set intervals 

during the year those taxes due to the state whether the 

countios had collected the tax or not. This would be a stimulus 

to county officers who were frequently lax in forcing collec

tions.209 

The great numbers of unpaid tax warrants were the source 

of Bome speculation for Easterners. The Clinton Herald told 

of speculation on delinquent tax lists as follows: 

Pitt. Cook, Esq., of Sandusky, Ohio, has taken the 
entire delinquent tax list of Chickasaw county. His 
purchase amounts to 60,000 acres of land, the tax 
paid being near $ 7,000. Investments in Iowa tax 
titles, under the present law are attracting the 
attention of eastern capitalists.210 

. 
The tax situation of the State improved with the placing 

of more stringent laws on delinquents. Laws were passed 

requiring much more complete reports and tax lists to be sent 

in from the assessors. One difficulty in paying taxes was 

that they had to be paid in coin. Other states were not re

quiring coin, and cOlmty and State officers in Iowa were 

authorized to accept United states demand notes and notes on 

the State Bank of Iowa for tax payments and to use them in 

paying outstanding warrants in 1862.211 By 1864 the penalty , 

for delinquent taxes was four per cent per month.2l2 Improved 

prices along with thif' more stringent law soon resulted in 

209Clinton Herald. Jan. 25, 1862. 
210Ibid., Apr. 19, 1862. 
211Brind1ey, OPe cit., 1:59. 1911. 
212C1inton Herald. Jan. 2, 1864. 
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successful tax collections. 

By 1866 differences arose as to the method of collecting 

taxes. Many people objected to going to the county sent to 

pay taxes# and a movement was started for township collectors. 

In 1868 a township collector system was made optional in the 

counties having more than 7,000 population. Compensation for 

the collectors was placed on a percentage basis# two per cent 

of all sums collected on the first $2,000 and one per cent 

thereafter, except on taxes collected at tax sales for which 

the collector received five per cent.213 Taxes collected from 

the counties between 1869 and 1879 amounted to $578,759.91. 

In the period from 1869 to 1879 the taxes collected were almost 

three times as much or $1,702,842.04.214 

Several special groups were subjected to taxation during 

the sixties. In 1866 a law was passed taxing shares of 

national bank stocks. During the next few years there was a 

struggle over the constitutionality of the law, and it was 

finally decided in 1870 that the law was constitutlonal.215 

Railroads, too, were a field for taxation. Before 1862 

it had been established that railroad taxes were to be on 

shares of stock with the tax money to be distributed among 

the counties through which the railroad line ran. From 1862 

to 1870 the tax on railroads was one per cent on the gross 

213Brind1ey, OPe 

214Ibid., 1:107. 
215Ibid., 1:107. 

Cit., 1:65. 
1911. 
1911. 

1911. 
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receipts and was to be paid directly by the State Treasurer 

to the co\mties through wluch the road ran. 2l6 

Insurance companies were subject to taxes on the shares 

of stockholders, one per cent on the premiums for state 

purp~~es, and one per cent for county purposes. An act of 

1868 provided a two per cent tax on the premiums, payable to 

the state, the two per cent to be payment in full for all 
• taxes upon the corporation or its shares except the taxes on 

real property of the company.217 This law was superceded by 

one in 1872 which placed a tax of two and a half per cent on 

premiums plus heavy foes from the companies. The fees were 

intended to be retaliatory against other states and were in 

accord with what insurance companies, organized in Iowa had to 

pay when operating outside Iowa. 218 From 1868 to 1870 express 

and telegraph companies were taxed at the same rate as personal 

property, the tax being figured on forty per cent of the gross 

receipts.2l9 There were no inheritance taxes. Pedlers' 

licenses varied according to the items being sold. 

The importance of local government in comparison to state 

and national Government was most evident in the amounts of 

taxes collected by each group_ A comparison of the government 

agencies spending money in the early sixties shows plainly 

how the creat proportion of the spending lay with the local 

governments. The wllole amount of taxes in Iowa in 1861 was 

216Brindley # OPe 

2l7Ibid., 1:164. 
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$1,702,842.04. Of this $300,000 was for State purposes while 

$1.400,000 was spent by the counties, the ratio being ap

proximately 4~5 to 1 as between county.and state. Federal taxes 

were an innovation brought by the Civil War. Governor Kirkwood 

said: 

The subject of revenue and taxation ass~unes a graver 
interest and importance at this time, for the reason 
that our State is called upon, for the first time 
since its admiSSion, to pay a direct tax for the 
support of the General Government. We may expect to 
be called on to pay during the present year, a 
Federal tax from ~600.000 to $700.000. 220 

Federal licenses in 1862 were heavy. Under a new bill 

bankers had to pay $100, wholesale liquor dealers $100, 

wholesale dealers $60, brokers $50, jugglers $20, brewers 

$25 to ~50, auctioneers (520, apothecaries, surgeons, livery 

. stable owners, tobacconists, soapmakers, retailers in liquor, 

photographers, dentists, confectioners, and claim agents $10. 

Hotel keepers paid from :~5 to $200; it cost ~~5 tax per alley 

to run bowling alleys and $5 each for billiard tables. 

The State of Iowa had a truly difficult time financially 

during the early part of the war. The failure of the State 

bonds t~ sell, the great numbers of delinquent taxes, the 

necessity of paying taxes in speCie, low prices and many farm 

debts all joined to make the situation seem almost hopeless 

in 1860 and 1861. But as the war went on, prices rose, better 

laws and law enforcement forced people to pay their taxes, and 

the nation put money on a uniform basis. By the end of the war 

220Cllnton Herald. Jan. 25, 1862. 
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Iowa had solved her financial problema. Through the rest of 

the decade the financial situation of the State caused very 

little trouble. 
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SOCIAL DEVELOPMh1iT 

In any discussion of social institutions the home is 

almost the first one mentioned. In 1860 outside influences 

were fewer and movement about the community was more diffi

cult so the influence of the home was even more important 

than it is to-day. Comparatively rew things were bought 

ready-made, and home work was far more demanding, a fact 

which tended to keep people at home a much larger share of 

the time. Cooperation 1n the family was essential in order 

that the necessary work be accomplished. Gardening, 

"putting down" meat, seWing, knitting, and cooking for large 

families took a great deal of the time which now goes for 

leisure time activities. Churning, skimming the milk, frying 

out lard, cle aning the keros ene lamps, making soap and· candle s , 

drying corn and pumping water by hand are other duties which 

have practically disappeared. In the sixties all this work 

had to be done without beneri t of modern conveniences such 

as electricity~, gas, water systems, and drained sinks. 

Yet, the people were happy. By 1860 work in the homes 

of the settled areas was being lightened in many ways. 

Advertisements for several different sewing machines (and for 

sewing machine agents) appeared regularly in the Clinton 

Herald of 1861. In a news column appeared a notice signed by 

twenty Clinton women and six Clinton men to the effect that 
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they had tried and used G~ W. Talhurst's Patent Washing Machine 

and were willing to recommend it to all. 22l 

Most of the homes in the well-settled areas were frame 

houses~ fairly well-built, and in many cases, well-furnished. 

As one entered the pioneering areas, homes were less pretentious. 

The sod house in Iowa' was not an important factor for very many 

years, but even as late as 1870 there were some sod houses in 

the northwest section 'of the country just being opened. 

People on prairie farms far from a railroad and almost 

without timber had to rely for a number of years on sod houses 

for shelter. When the Dutch settled at Orange City their first 

interest was in breaking the land and raising the crops. Then, 

homes could be built. Sod houses usually consisted of one 

room which served all purposes, although some were built with 

more than one room. They were usually dug into the southern or 

eastern slope of a hill. Thick sod walls were next thrown up 

and a roof of long slough grass put on top. There were usually. 

two openin3s, one to servo as a door and one as a window. 

Furniture was meager. A sod bench along the wall served for 

chairs, and old drygoods boxes for tables and cupboards.222 

The sod houses had the advantage of being quite warm. Water 

did not freeze in them even when it was very cold.223 The 

cost was practically nothing. A dugout built in Nebraska in 

1872 cost $2.79, the money spent for an 8 x 10 pane of glass 

221Clinton ITerald. Dec. 21, 1861. 
222Van der Zee, OPe cit., p. 142-143. 
223Petersen, W. J. The pioneer cabin. Iowa Jour. of Hist. 

and Pol., 36:402. 1938. 
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for the window~ 18 feet of lumber for the front door, a latch 

and hanging without a lock, a pipe for the roof and three 

pounds of nails. 224 

The log cabins of the early settlers were roughly built. 

The cracks were chinked with mud or clay and the roofs were 

covered with "shakes", large slabs of roughly cut \10od lapped 

over each other. 225 Most of the log cabins had only one room, 

makeshift partitions sometimes being achieved by hanging quilts 

to mark off the sections of the house. Fireplaces usually 

furnished the heat. People managed with the sod houses or log 

cabins till such time as they were able to get lumber to build 

a frame house. 

Food waB plain, but fairly good from a nutritional point 

of view. Of milk, cream, eggs, meat and vegetables there was 

plenty in the summer. Fruit and vegetables were not so common 

in the winter, the fruit being particularly scarce in the 

newly settled areas where the trees had not had time to develop. 

Wild strawberries grew in abundance. Wild crab apples, haws, 

plumB, gooseberries, raspberries, and grapes were found in many 

places. Numerous nuts grew in the wooded sections. Wild game 

was to be had for the shooting. C~ese, ducks, prairie 

chickens, and quails abounded. Fish were plentiful in the 

streams. 226 

224Ibid., 36:404. 1938. 
225Ibid., 36:407. 1938. 
226Parker, OPe cit., p. 197. 1855. 
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Pastimes in the home often centered around the more 

leisurely tasks which could be done &s the family sat about 

the fire at night. Knitting mittens, socks and scarves, sewing, 

reading, making rag rugs and mending l'lere tasks mos t often done 

in what might be called the "spare time." Sometimes simple 

games were plRyed, or corn was popped. The evenings were not 

long, however. Hard worle in the day, chilly rooms, and poor 

li&~t "at ni&lt combined to make people go to bed early in the 

\linter. In the SUln.'ner the working day was much lonGer and 

again the leisure time was all too short. llome leisure time 

activities were simple and plain, but important in bringing 

about a famil~ loyalty and influence which Is all too often 

lost in the twentieth century. 

The church, too, had a tremendous influence over the lives 

of the Iowans of 1860. It was one of the first buildings in a 

community and was a major interest. Figures are not available 

on church population for 1860, but the church population for 

1870 was 1,194,020 which included almost the waole population. 

There were 2763 churches organized by the end of the decade. 

Of' these the ;,iethodists ranked .first and had 492 churches. 

Uext in line wore the Presbyterians with 222 churches. the 

Roman Catholics and Baptists with 165 each, and the Congrega

tional with 125. The Friends had 60 churches. Other groups 

having between 25 and 50 churches were the Christians, Lutherans, 
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~piscopa1inns, and the United Brethren in Christ. 227 

The memberships of many of the early churches were very 

small and necessitated considerable strain on the members for 

upkeep. In early periods the Congregational and Presbyterian 

Churches joined together at least temporarily agreeing that 

where one existed there would be no second church of the other 

denomination until the first was self-supporting. By 1860 

there was a tendency for churches of the older towns to break 

orf into their own units and to be most set on supporting 

their own denomination to the exclusion of all others. For 

the most part there was an extreme loyalty to one's own church 

and very little visiting between churches. Great rivalry and 

jealousy sprung up between the different sects.228 

Preachers' salaries were small making it almost necessary 

that they do other work besides caring for their congregations. 

An example may be taken from the English Lutheran Church 

meeting where sixteen pastors were present. Of these the 

salaries ranged from $40 to $800 per year with the total 

salaries for the sixteen being $2,719.25. 229 In the Lutheran 

churches there was considerable difficulty over language, the 

people from the "old country" being desirolls of maintaining 

services in the langunee of their birth. Even in 1941 some 

churches maintained the foreign langua~ at Je ast part of the 

227U. S. Census. 9th, 1870. Compendium of the ninth census. 
p. 516-517. 

228Uagoun, G. F. [Sermon] .. Annals of Iowf,:\. Series I, 
3:558. 1865. 

229Leamer. ·A: B •. The Enellsh Lutheran Church in Iowa. 
Annals of Iwva. Series 3, 11:588. 1915. 
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time. 

The social efforts of the different churches were varied 

in the different communities, but examples from some of them 

will give an indication of their numerous contributions to the 

social 11fe of the times. The Davenport Catholic Church sup

ported a society called the Catholic Insti tute which met once 

a week in the winter holding debates and lectures.230 It had 

a circulating library of several hundred volumes. The 

Protestant Episcopal Church at the same time had a parochial 

library and a Sunday School Library of about 140 vOlumes. 231 

Its Parochial Association met twice a month except ~uring 

Lent "with a view to promoting acquaintance and sociality 

among the members of the congregation, and exciting a deeper 

interest in the welfare of the parrish."232 

Church programs included the same type of things as they 

have in later years, but with better attendance. A 

Presbyterian Sabbath School entertainment to help pay expenses 

advertised that "the exercises will consist of DialOGUes, 

Ballads, EO., in which about fifty children will take part." 
233 Single admissions were twenty-five cents. The children 

drew Buch a large crowd that many were turned away for lack 

of standing room. The performance had to be repeated the next 

evening.2M 

230Barrows, W. History of Scott county. Iowa. Annals of 
Iowa. Series 1, 1:170. 1863. 

231Ibid., 2:216. 1864. 
232Ibid •• 2:216. 
233C1inton Herald. Apr. 26, 1862. 
234Ibid., May 3, 1862. 
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By 1862 church conventions were common along the river. 

The Clinton County Sunday School Convention held semi-annual 

meetings. The railroads cooperated to the extent of allowing 

persons to ride on the Chicago and Illinois Railroad for half 

fare. 235 

The pioneer religious revivals of the sixties were also 

interesting. Little active work of the revival nature was done 

during the SUlnl'iler. Instead there were ttbasket meetings" which 

were something like Sunday School. picnics except that there 

were two sermons, one in the morning and one after dinner. 236 

The emphasis at these meetings was social with the picnic 

dinner adding particularly to the enthusiasm. 

The real revival season was in the fall and was carried on 

by the regular ministers rather than by imported traveling 

evangelists as was the custom later. The sermons dealt with the 

necessity for confessing one's sins and becoming a believer 

before the day of judgment. They were wildly emotional and 

calculated to work hard on the consciences of unbelievers. 

At the end of the sermon came the exhortation carried 

on by the pastor or some chosen exhorters who were particularly 
, 

talented in getting the people to come forward to the altar, 
237 called the "mourner's bench." The exhorter would go up and 

down the aisles working on the various individuals and singing 

235Ibid., Mar. 22, 1862. 
2360ghurn, C. The pioneer religious reVival. Annals of 

Iowa. Series 3, 15:485. 1926. 
237Ibid., 1?:492. 1926. 
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special songs or chants for the occasion. As the people. went 

forward, the men from the one side and the women from the other, 

the confusion became tremendous. Friends went up to kneel with 

or congratulate the "mourners" and anyone in the audience who 

wished could start a song which was joined wildly by the rest 

of the group. The shouting and emotional disturbances were so 

great that occasionally an individual would go into a kind of 

trance for hours. 238 Other people were affected by hysterical 

laughter while still others showed their joy by weeping. 

An adjunct to the religious group were the rowdies who 

came for the sole purpose of watching and making sport. At 

times they were so noisy in their actions as to be given 

open rebuffs by the pastor and in some few cases they were 

arrested although never convicted of disturbing a religious 

meeting of this sort. 

Until 1859 schools in Iowa seem to have been run in a 

haphazard fashion, but in 1858 came signs of a change. The 

Iowa Instructor for October, 1859 said: 

Now things are very differently conducted. School 
systems, and public schools are the absorbing 
themes everywhere. They enter into the platforms 
of parties, and fill a prominent place in all 
political discussions. • • • Everybody talks 
about the school law, and watches the workings of 
OlW public schools with intense interest. 

_. 
The cause is simply this: The Legislature at its 
session in the spring of 1858, enacted a law which 
made an entire change in our school system; and so 

238Ibid., 15:500. 1926. 
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radical was this change~ that it could not fail to 
attract the attention of the people at large. As 
was to have been expected from the experience of 
other StatesA this law met with the most bitter 
opposition. 20:>9 

Up to this time schools had been maintained largely through 

tuition fees, but in March~ 1858 a law went into force estab

lishing free public schools. Each civil township in the state 

was declared a school district and all subdistricts previously 

organized were to continue.240 The Code provided for twenty

four weeks of school of five school days to the week~ in each 

subdistrict "for the instruction of youth between the ages of 

five and twenty-one years. H241 The electors of the districts 

were allowed to vote taxes for general school purposes pro-

vided they did not exceed five mills on the dollar in anyone 

year for schoolhouse purposes. 242 

Free public schools were not yet wholeheartedly accepted 

in many places. Costs of schools were very low in comparison 

to what they are to-day. Comparison of Burlington and 

Davenport~ towns of almost the same size, showed that over 

twice as many students were able to attend school in 

Davenport which had early voted free public schools as were 

able to attend in Burlington where schools were not free. 

239The School law. The Iowa Instructor. p. 27. 1859. 
240Iowa. Laws, statutes, etc. Code of civil and criminal 

practice as passed by the eighth general assembly of 
the state of Iowa, approved Mar. 29 and 30, 1860. p. 359. 
Mills Brothers, Des troines, Iowa. 1860. 

241Ibid., p. 359. 
242Ibid., p. 360. 
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Comparison was also made between the costs of the schools at 

Marion and at Tipton for the spring term in 1856. Of the 477 

children of school age at Marion only 201 attended and the cost 

amounted to 02.50 per pupil, a total of $503.50 for the term 

under the private system. The oost for Tipton for the same 

period was $495.00 or $1.09 per pupil with 456 pupils or almost 

all the children of school age attending.243 

In 1859 Tipton boasted the largest high school in the 

state.244 All twelve grades were handled by five teachers with 

85 pupils in high school, 50 in gramw£r school, 70 in secondary 

school, and 90 in primary. The whole cost of the buildings in 

Tipton was $9,000. There were forty weeks of scho01 per year, 

the time being divided into fall and spring sessions of twelve 

weeks each and a winter term of sixteen weeks. 245 At Keokuk 

there were seven '\Vard schools and one central school called an 

"incipient High 5chool."246 These schools met for nine months 

per year. At the same time 6ttumwa t s schools were run by three 

teachers, one group meeting in the basement of the Congregational 

Church and the other two in the "unfurnished and cheerless" 

basement of the Methodist Church in spite of the fact that 

ottumwa was a thriving well-built town. 247 Wnshin6ton, Iowa 

had 353 pupils enrolled and six teachers. Conditions there 

243Iowa State Teachers' Association. Executive Committee 
Report. The Instructor. p. 45. Nov., 1859. 

244Ibld., p. 30, Oct., 1859. 
245Ibld. , p. 29, Oct., 1859. 
246Ibid., p. 31, Oct., 1859. 
247Ibid., p. 61, Nov. , 1859. 
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were so crowded that there were tl~ee pupils on almost eyery 

seat. 

Finmlcial support in some districts faced a great deal of 

opposition. The city of Muscatine voted not to be taxed for 

supporting public sChools. 248 In other places the hopes nnd 

enthusiasms about the schools were very great. Superintendent 

Samuel Davell from Shelby County wrote to the Instructor: 

Two years ago there had never been a school taught 
in Round Township; now there are three, and pro
vision has been made by the District Board, for 
seven during the Winter. 

This District has been divided this season into 
seven Sub-Districts. There is not yet a schoolhouse 
in the District Township. The District r~eting last 
March, voted a schoo1..~ouBe tax of 1 per cent. The 
District Board varied it to seven mills, which gives 
us a schoolhouse fund in this District of over ~400. 
There are seven sChoolhouses now under contract, one 
in each Bub-district, five of which are brick, 
22 x 30 feet. Some will be completed for winter 
schools, others will not be completed until next 
summer. There has never yet been a demand in this 
county for teachers; but after the first of July 
next we will want soven experienced professional 
teachers; cash in the Treasury to pay them. We, here, 
though away back, so to speak, do not intend to live 
in i&~orance; and if you can find a nook or corner in 
the State where people are working more earnestly 
than we, please let us know where it is. This is all 
the result of the happy working of the present school 
system. 249 . 

The local electors of school boards were allowed to 

determine the subjects to be taught and the textbooks to be 

used.250 Provision was made for the secretary of each school 

248(Muscatine school vote}. The Instructor. p. 31, 
Oct., 1859. 

249Iowa State Teachers' Association l OPe cit. 1 p. 89-90. 
250Iowa. Laws l statutes, etc. Code of civil and 

criminal practice. • • 1860. p. 360. 
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district to report to his county superintendent on the n~mber 

o£ persons in the district between five and twenty-one, the 

number of' shools, branches taubht" avcrage attendance in each 

school, length of school in days, teachers' salaries, text

books, libraries, and the like~25l The secretary was to get 

his information from the directors of the sub-districts. 

Teachers' qualifications consisted of the possession of 

a certificate signed by the county superintendent and were 

valid for only a year at a time. Examinations were given by 

the superintendent over orthography, reading, writing, 

arithmetic, geography and l!:nglish gram.'UB.r. 252 Certificates 

were dependent on passing the examinations and on having a 

good moral character. Certificates might be revoked by the 

superintendent for any cause which Vlould have barred the 

applicant in the first place. County superintendents were 

elected for two year terms. Their pay was two dollars per day 

for every day "necessarily engaged in official serVices"" and 

"provided, that he shall not receive a greater compensation 

than one-half' the salary" fixed by law, of tile clerk of. the 

district court of the county in which the superintendent 

resides.,,253 The Board of Education restricted the duties of 

the cOlmty superintendent to the exanination of teachers and 

making of' annual reports. It was estimated that this would 

251Ibid., p. 365. 
252I bid., p. 363. 
253tbid., p. 366. 
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take about i'ourteen days per year. Visi ting schools Vias. no 

longer required, and this constituted a dei'inite step back

ward. 254 

Among the school people themselves there was a great 

ei'i'ort to improve the schools and the teachers roost oi' whom 

were poorly trained. Between September 1, 1858 and September 

1, 1859 there were county institutes held in twenty-five oi' 

the counties and over a thousand teachers attended.255 Most 

of these meetings took place in the south and east part of 

the state while the northwest had practically none. The 

institutes in general were much longer than our present ones 

and were really meant to be a short course for teachers. If 

the institute lasted for six days or longer, the state 

i'urnished $50 toward its support. 

By the Civil War period federal aid to education through 

land grants was large. Seven separate federal grants were 

received either specii'lcally for education or eventually re

directed into educational purposes. 256' The sixteenth section 

in each township was granted to Iowa by an act of Congress in 

1845 and was accepted by the General Assembly in 1849.257 

Over a million acres were thus made the basis for a permanent 

school fund. In 1860 the control of these lands was placed 

with the Boards of Supervisors. Throughout the seventies there 

254Iowa • Laws, statutes, etc. Code of civil and criminal 
practice. • •. • 1860. p. 367. 

255 County institutes. The .Instructor. p. 253. May, 1860. 
256Buffum, OPe cit., 4:562. 1906. 
257Ibid., 4:563-564. 1906. 
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was difficulty about school lands being sold too cheaply. In 

1864 a minimum price of $1.25 per acre was set. This was re-

placed in 1870 by a minimum price of $6.00 per acre except 

under special circumstances. No school land was to be sold 

until there were at least twenty-five legal voters resident in 
258 

the township. 

It is interesting to note that schools in Iowa continued 

to grow despite the upheaval of Civil War. Institutes for 

teachers numbered 32 in l860~ 33 in 1861, 56 in 1862, 60 in 

l863~ 63 in 1864 and 59 in 1865.259 The number of persons 

attending school incroased from 210,569 in 1864 to 217,593 in 

1865. Teachers· salaries increased from $6.28 to $7.91 per 

week for men and $4.40 to $5.70 per week for women. The total 

number of schoolhouses increased·from 4,274 to 4,635, there 

being 25 brick, 306 frame, and 30 log schoolhouses built during 

the year. 260 

Throughout the decade there were gradual improvements in 

the schools. By 1865 the controversy over county superintend

ents visiting schools was still going on, and the practices in 

the different counties varied Widely. The state had passed a 

laVi requiring the county superintendent to visit each school 

at least once a year, but had not set a specific price to be 

258Iowa •. Laws, statutes, etc. Acts and joint resolutions 
passed at the 13th session of the general assembly of 
the state of Iowa. p. 28-30. 1870. 

259superintendent of Public Instruction. Biennial report 
to the general assembly. p. 8. 1865. 

260Ibid., p. 5. 1865. 
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allowed him for the visit. Thore was no compensation for 

visiting allowed in Crawford County~ $.60 per day in Adair 

County~ $2.00 per day in Monroe County, and the majority of 

counties apparently paid $3.00 per day. Wapello County paid 

$4.00. Vlhen one considers the difficulty of country travel in 

the period, the compensation as doled out by the supervisors 

was certainly not too high, although it usually was large in 

comparison to teachers' sa~ries. 

The Code of 1873 records the changes that callie in the 

early seventies. It was then permissible for a majority of 

electors present at a school meeting to direct that, foreign 

la~guages be taught.26l Teachers were required by la~ to go 

to the county institutes. Superintendents were then required 

to give examinations in physiology and history of the United 

states in addition to the subjects required in 1860.262 The 

county superintendent was to visit each school in his county 

for at least one~half day in each term of school fu~d his pay 

was set at $3.00 per day. Stationery and posta8e were 

furnished him and he was entitled to such additional compensa

tion as the Board of Supervisors C110S0 to allow.263 After 1861 

taxes wore levied by the Board of Supervisors 1nstead of the 

County Judge. 

Taken as a whole one of the most noteworthy developments 

of the schools during the Civ1l War period 1s that the 

261Iowa. Laws, statutes, etc.,. Code of civ1l and criminal 
Qpactice. • • • 1873. p. 324. 

262Ibid., p. 325. 
263Ibld., p. 326. 
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principle of the free public school became thorou~lly estab

lished and accepted by the whole state. The census of 1870 

shows that 7,322 out of 7,496 schools in Iowa were public 

schools. Except in the University and the 71 classical schools 

women teachers outnumbered men almost two to one. In all 

schools below the university level there were more girls 

attending school than there were boys. In the University 43.4 

per cent of the enrollment was feminine. Few of the schools 

were graded. Sli&htly over 92 per cent were ungraded, a fact 

which undoubtedly interfered with efficiency but was unavoidable 

on account of the large numbers of rural schools and schools in 

very small towns.264 

In the field of higher edllcation Iowa had a good start and 

bY,l860 had numerous private schools as well as the State 

Uni versi ty and the state Agricultural College, al though the two 

insti tutions \Tere only then getting well started. In 1858 ' 

$3,000 was appropriated for changing and repairing the Old 

Stone Capitol and $10,000 was appropriated for erecting a 

boarding hall and dorm! tory. 265 In 1864 ;:~20 ,000 more was 

appropriated for the University bulldings,266 and this was 

followed by a ~34,500 appropriation in 1866, $20,000 more in 

1868, and another 025,000 in 1870. 

264U. S. Census. 9th, 1870. Compendium of the ninth census. 
p. 496. 

265Buffum, OPe cit., 5:148. 1906. 
266Iowa. Laws, statutes, etc. Acts and joint resolutions 

passed at the loth session of the general assembly of 
the State of Iowa. p. 80. 1864. 
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~ne state Agricultural College established by law in 

1858 first received an appropriation of $10,000.267 Besides 

the sums accruins from federal land grants it was given 

$20,000 in 1864, $91,000 in 1866, $35,750 in 1868 and $68,500 

1n 1870. 268 Besides the state approprations 240,000 acres 

of.land were granted to the State Agricultural College in 

1864. The income from it was almost $5,000 per year in 1865 

and 1866, and for the period from 1867 to 1870 was about 

$30,000 per year. The main building was completed in 1868, 

and the college was formally opened Mar. 17; 1869, although 

students were first admitted in October of 1868.269. 

By 1870 there were 21 colleges and 34 academies in Iowa, 

the enrollment of the colleges being 3,061 and of the academies 

2,333. There was one college of law, one of medicine, four of 

theology, one agricultural college, five commeroia1 colleges, 

and special schools for the blind, deaf and dumb. Education 

was already important in Iowa from 1860 to 1870. 

The newspapers impress one \nth the general inadequacy 

of the medical profession of the time. Frequent epidemics 

occurred, and medical science was unable to cope with them. 

A quotatioh from the Dubuque Times asserted: 

A peculiar disease., lmown among medical men as an 
epidemic form of inflammation of the membranes of 
tbe brain and spinal cord, bas been prevailing 
among the children in this vicinity for the past 

267Ibid., 12th session. p. 27-28. 1868. 
268Buffum, OPe Cit., 5:162-163. 1906. 
269Gue, B. F. History of Iowa. Vol. 3, p. 26. 1903. 
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two weeks~ and of nine cases attacked the first seven 
proved fatal within forty-ei8ht hours from the attack. 
The disease seemed not at all amenable to the usual 
treatment when at all proportioned to the apparent 
severity of the attack. 

Fram J. B. Grinnell at Grinnell~ Iowa was a letter report-

ing an epidemic taking five persons in four days. His account 

ended with the inconclusive remark~ "It is supposed to be a 

malignant typhoid. tt271 The medical knowledge of the time was 

extremely limited. Ether and chloroform were two of the most 

important aids doctors possessed although they frequently 

could not use ether on account of its explosiveness. Kerosene 

lamps or range fires made it impracticable. Opernti9ns for 

appendicitis were as yet unknO\vO l and decayed teeth ~~nt un-
j 

filled. If they ached too badly~ the doctor pulled them~ and 

when most of them vlere gone, one bought a "store set." There 

were no nurses.272 

Keokuk College was t.he training school for physicians and 

was considered pert of the University of Iowa. In 1854 there 

were seven people on the faculty~ and fees ammntedto $5 for 

matriculation, $30 for a diploma, $5 for dissection room and 

demonstrations with a $10 fee for each of one's professors. 

The lecture courses lasted for sixteen weeks.273 By 1868 there 

270Clinton Herald. Mar. 22, 1862. 
271Ibid., May 10, 1862. 
272Emhoff, F. L. A pioneer doctor of Marshall connty. 

Iowa Jour. of Hist. and Pol.~ 31:581. 1933. 
273Fairchild, D. S. History of medicine in Iowa. p. 75. 

Clinton, Iowa. 1927. Reprint from the Journal of 
the Iowa State Medical Society. 
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were eight on the faculty, and the fees had been changed so 

that a student paid $40 for the course of lectures instead of 

paying $10 to each professor. 274 

Requirements for graduation included two full courses 

of lectures (sixteen weeks each), the last one to be at the 

University of IoYlS (Keokuk), or evidence of four years reputable 

medical practice and one course of lectures, or the study of 

medicine for three years under a respectable medical practi

tioner, an original medical thesis in one's own handwriting 

and the passing of a satisfactory examination. These re

quirements equalled the requirements in other states.275 There 

were seventy-five students enrolled in the cOllege in 1863. 

In the latter part of the decade came the attempt to 

inaugurate the new state medical school at Iowa City. ~nis 

was heartily apposed by the faculty at Keokuk who argued: 

When medical schools are wholly under state patronage, 
and associated with the literary and law departments, 
as exist in Michigan, and which the trustees of the 
university -propose to adopt in connection with our 
university, it cannot but result in disaster to the 
school and the best interests of the profession.276 

The new school at Iowa City was organized in 1870 and 

shortly the Keokuk school ceased to be identified with the 

University. The school at Iowa City opened with a faculty 

of seven instructors, and had no department library and no 

hospital. This situation was soon remedied with large 

274Ibid., p.76. 
275Ibid., p. 79-80. 
276Ibid., p. 89. 
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appropriations. 

The medical college at Iowa City came perilously close 

to being abolished late in 1870 as the result of trouble over 

dissection. At that time there was no law in Iowa to legalize 

possession of a corpse for dissection. Mr. Irish~ a trustee 

of the University, was awakened late one night by some medical 

students and was told that a grave near Iowa City had been 

robbed a~d that the cadaver was in the University dissection 

room. The sheriff was getting out a search warrant. Had the 

corpse been found there by the sheriff it would probably have 

meant the end of the University Medical Department, but 

Mr. Irish managed to have it removed by students before the 

sheriff arrived. The next day he made arrangements with the 

undertaker to have a coffin ready outside the back door at 

twenty minutes before midnight and to take it in at twenty 

minutes after midnight. The students were all notified that 

the body must be returned and the officers promised that no 

one would be disturbed when returning it. The corpse was 

recovered and reburied. Mr. Irish had difficulty over the 

incident later, but he was finally able to get a law passed 
277 legalizing dissection for medical purposes. 

The I~wa 'state Medical Society was organized early in the 

state's history. In June, 1850 twenty-five physicians met at 

277Irish, J. P. Some episodes in the history of the founding 
of the medical'college of the State University of Iowa. 
Iowa Jour. of lUst. and Pol., 18:127-128. 1920. 
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Burlington to organize and start a code of ethics. Their main 

problems centered on educational requirements. Heed for pre

liminary education as well as more strictly medical education 

was stressed. Another big problem was that of medical quacks 

and patent medicines. Almost every issue of the Clinton Herald 

showed glowing advertisements for patent medicines guaranteed 

to cure almost anything. Marvelous testimonials appeared. 

Local organizations of physicians were established, and before 

1860 there were medical societies in Lee~ Polk, Dubuque, 

Louisa, Wapello, Johnson, Clinton, Marshall, Scott, Mahaska, 

and Lynn cOlmties besides a North Iowa Medical Society in 

Fayette, Allamakee, Clayton, Howard, and Winneshiek counties. 

By 1870 Muscatine~ Boone, Dallas, Warren, and Pottawatamie 

dounties had also organized. Some of these organizations broke 

up or disbanded temporarily during the war when numerous 

physiCians from Iowa were in the serVice, but most of them 

had reorganized and were strong groups by 1870. 

Treatment of the insane in Iowa in the decade of the 

Civil War was not such a problem"as in states farther east. 

The vast majority of the people were fairly young healthy 

settlers who, if they had any demented relatives, had left them 

in other states.278 The first Ins~~e Hospital was the one 

at Mt. Pleasant which was finished in 1861. Board and care of 

patients was fixed at $2.50 per week. Public patients were 

supported by their counties and private patients by relatives 

278Fairchild, OPe cit., p. 270. 
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and friends who applied for their admission. Provisions were 

made for the probate judge to appoint guardians for an insane 

person. A board of seven trustees appointed a medical super-

intendent. One or more of the trustees was required to visit 

the asylum every month. 279 The first two superintendents, 

Dr. R. J. Patterson and Dr. M. Raney, had had considerable ex

perience in other insane hospitals and worked on the theory 

that kindness was essential in treating patients.280 The 

Insane Hospital at Independence was started in 1868 but was 

not opened until 1873. 

Prior to 1861 the county government in Iowa was under the 

county judge system wherein one man transacted practically all 

the county business, both executive and judicial. JIe combined 

in one office the numerous duties of auditor, attorney, clerk, 

judae and supervisors.28l His duties as judge were largely of 

a probate nature, but he could hold preliminary hearings in 

criminal csses also. 

Where the population was small, it is obvious why this 

arrangment was made. It had possibilities of good for the 

c01mty where tIle judge was an honest and capable man. Where 

he was of a less conscientious sort the county suffered. 

Particularly in the northwest section of the state some of 

the c01mty judges plundered the treasuries of their counties, 

279Briggs, J. E. History of social legislation in Iowa. 
p. 59-60. state Historical Society of Iowa. Iowa 
City, Iowa. 1915. 

280Fairchild, OPe cit., p. 272. 
28lCrawford, N. A. The c01mty judge system in Iowa. 

Iowa Jour. of lUst. and Pol, 8:481. 1910. 
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so tlwt the people wore paying off the bonds for many yoars. 

In an unorganized county a small group could gather and organize 

by having their own election, choosing a few officers of their 

own and setting up machinery to let contracts and start im

provements. An example of this sort of transaction was the 

payment to a group for draining the swamps when all that was 

done was to haul a ditching machine across the sloughs maldng 

a small open ditch which had no outlet.282 

In 1860 the law was passed which organized the boards 

of supervisors who were to be chosen at elections one from 

each township and an additional one wherever there was a tovm 

of 4,000 inhabitants or more. The county jud~e was retained 

for almost ten years more, but his duties were changed so that 

they were only judicial. The provisions for a board of super

visors brought a great improvement in county government. In 

1863 there was some talk of returning to the old system where 

the county judge controlled all questions of county aruninistra

tion. The river towns were well-satisfied with the supervisor 

system, but the sparsely settled interior felt that there was 

too much expense from the increased number of men used in 

administration under the superv.isors.283 

Local ordinances set up by the town governments were 

cared for in different ways depending on the locality and 

size of the towns. Justices of the peace were the rirs~ 

282crosby, J. O. The county judge system. Annals of Iowa. 
Series 3, 10:47. 1911. 

283Clinton Herald. Dec. 5, 1863. 
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judicial administrators. After them mayors were elected.~ and 

in the larger towns they were assisted by marshalls. 284 In 

1858 the police court was legalized. First class cities could 

elect tl police judge to have power and jurisdiction over 

violations of city ordinances and to try cases of petit larceny 

and other minor offenses committed in the city or within a 

mile of it in cases where the law did not require indictment 

by a grand j~J.285 

In early periods the law was not always able to care for 

the needs or the people. Often they felt compelled to organize 

~heir own groups to keep their property safe. Thus.~ the 

Vigilance Committees appeared in many parts of the state. 

They were extra-legal but had their own strict rules and by

laws, pledging members to meet and join in the search for 

criminals whenever there was need for swift concerted action 

against criminals. The purpose of the connnittees was the 

shielding of the community from "the depredations of thieves 

and robbers~ counterfeiters, incendiaries~ and all other 

criminal acts and to afford mutual aid in reclaiming stolen 

property and arresting theives~ &0., &0."286 In 1865 a man 

was captured at Council Bluffs and identified as the one \vho 

had been committing many robberies. He was turned over to 

the Vigilance Committee, Bnd a few mornings later his dead 

284Aumann, F. R. Beginnings of city courts in Iowa. 
Iowa Jour. of Hist. and Pol., 30:271. 1932. 

285Ibid., 30:271-272. 1932. 
286Thieves~ beware. Palimpsest, 13:487. 1932. 
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body was found hanging from the limb of a tree. Such was 

typical of the treatment lawbreakers might expect at the 

hands of the Vigilance Committees. 

The Vigilance Committees were usually made up of some 

of the outstanding citizens who were determined to have law 

and order in their communities. The committees often appre

hended criminals and turned them over to the courts although 

they did not always do so. If the justice seemed to be mis

carried too frequently in a certain court or if the criminal 

were caught red-handed, the co~~ttees formed their own court 

with their president as judge_ chose a jury, and held a trial 

of a sort. This ended with the administration of the punish

ment which most often was hanging. 287 

Members of the Vigilance Committees were rarely prosecuted 

for their part in hangings. It was recognized that they were 

usually justified, and community sentiment favored the com

mittees. Judges and officers were warned against interfering 

with them. If the family of the deceased sued for justice~ 

they received only a smnll amount if they received anything 

at all. 

Between 1846 and 1860 seventy people were hanged by 

Vigilance Committees which were most active during that period. 

They kept on during the sixties, but as Iowa ceased to be a 

frontier and more county officers were provided, the committees 

287Grahame, O. F. The vigilance con~ittees. Palimpsest, 
6:367. 1925. 
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died out. There were only a few left by 1870.288 

There were also cases of plain mob violence as distinguished 

from the work of the Vigilance Comrr~ttees. Most lynchings 

between 1850 and 1860 were caused from crimes of an economic 

or social nature. Many of the lynchings of the sixties wore 

from political difficulties. Sixty people were lynched~ 

1.e., subjected to great mob violence, in the period between 

1860 and 1970. 

The report of the warden of the state penitentiary showed 

that about 116 persons were confined in the state penitentiary 

during 1860 to 1861.289 On June 1, 1870 there were 397.290 

The warden was the sole manager and was under the supervision 

of the governor and elected for two years by a joint ballot 

of the C~nera1 Assembly. The governor was to visit or to send 

someone in his place to visit the penitentiary every three 

months. Prisoners might have their sentences shortened for 
291 

good conduct. Treason and murder were punishable by death 

until 1872 when capital punishment was abolished.292 

From 1854 to 1864 all the prisoners except those needed 

for cleaning~ repairing, and cooking in the state penitentiary 

were under contract to work inside the prison walls for 

John TI. Winterbotham and W. D. Healy. They were to manu-

facture wagons, buggies, harnesses, saddletrees, mechanical 

288Ibid., p. 370. 
289Clinton Herald. Feb. 22, 1862. 
290U. S. Census. 9th, 1870. Compendium of the ninth census. 

p. 
291Briggs, J. E. The history of social legislation in Iowa. 

p. 59-60. 
292Ibid., p. 77. 
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and agricultural implements. The state received thirty cents 

per day per convict for the first years' labor and thirty-five 

cents per day thereafter.293 A new contract in 1864 was made 

with Thomas Hald and Company and limited the work to cooperage 

and the manufacture of agricultural" implements. The pay was 

set at forty and a third cents per ten-hour day of labor. 

Prohibition was also a troublesome problem for Iowa 

citizens. By 1855 there were about 150 divisions of the Sons 

of Temperance in Iowa. 294 Several liquor regulation laws were 

enacted before 1860, the most important being the law of 1855 

which prohibited the sale of liquor. The vote was very"close 

with 25~555 in favor of the law and 22,645 opposed to it.295 

The law was laxly enforced and by 1856 much opposition had 

developed because no one was really forced to observe the law. 

In 1857 it was amended so that people were allowed to sell 

liquor for mechanical~ medicin~l, culinary and sacramental 

purposes provided they were not hotel keepers, saloon keepers, 

or engaged in the restaurant, grocery or confectionery business. 

It was necessary to furnish $100 bond that the law Vlould be 

observed and to have a certificate of good moral character 

signed by twelve citizens of the township. Apple cider and wine 

were not included as "intoxicating liquors." An attempt to 

293Brookman, D. W. Prison labor in Iowa. Iowa Jour. of 
Hist. and Pol., 32:128. 1934. 

294Parke"r, OPe cit., p. 260. 1855. 
295Clark, D. E. The history of liquor legislation ~ Iowa. 

Iowa Jour. of Hist. and Pol., 6:77. 1908. 
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allow local option was declared unconstitutional. By 1859 

dissatisfaction with the liquor law was Widespread. 296 

During the Civil Vlar general efforts toward more complete 

prohibition or repeal were temporarily put aside although 

several minor laws were passed. According to a law of 1862 

any person who illegally supplied liquor to another was re

sponsible for the cost of care for the intoxicated person and 

for any damage he might do while he was intoxicated. 297 

Another act limited the place at which one might sell liquor 

as well as the .person, and licenses were limited to' one year. 

In 1864 the sale of liquor was prohibited at any place within 

160 rods of any county or district" agricultural fair. 2gB 

After the war the question of prohibition received more 

attention and the Democratic Party platrorms of 1866 and 1867 

both carried repeal planks advocating a well-regulated license 

law. Long petitions of both sides of the question were pre

sented to the legislature in 1868 and numerous bills were 

introduced. Two laws finally passed making it more difficult 

to get the permit to sell liquor by requiring the applicant 

to state the purpose for which he Wished to sell it. At a 

final hearing for wnich the applicant had to pay the expense~ 

any citizen could appear against him~ and the judge could 

decide whether or not to grant a license.299 The other law 

296Ibid.~ 6:87. 
297Ibid.~ 6:340. 
29Blbid.~ 6:343. 
299Ibid.~ 6:347. 

1908. 
1908. 
190B. 
1908. 
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amounted to local option on beer, native wine and cider, not 

prohibited under state law, and allowed their regulation by 

taxes.300 

In 1869 the prohibition group for a time threatened to 

form a third party but in the end did little about it. Most 

of its members were staunch Republicans who could not qUite 

bring themselves to desert their party even thou~~ it was 

non-oommittal on the subject of prohibition. In 1870 a law 

for local option by counties was passed. This law included 

ale, wine, malt, and beer but it was declared unconstitutional 

as had a similar law in the late fifties. So the battle over 

liquor continued with more or less attention and not even yet 

has it been definitely and permanently settled. 

Newspapers developed quickly in Iowa, and by 1860 there 

were 130 published in the state. Of these, 9 were dailies, 

2 were semi-weekly, 112 were weekly, 2 tri-weekly, and 5 

monthly. By 1870 there were 233 newspapers, 22 of them dailies, 

and 196 weeklies.30l 

Most early newspapers were established through the backing 

of same of the citizens of the town where it was hoped that a 

publisher would settle. V;hen the Hamilton Freeman at Webster 

City was started, the editor was given a $500 bonus and 

guaranteed 500 subscribers.302 The trials of printing in the 

300Ibid., 6:347. 1908. 
30lU. S. Census. 9th, 1870. Compendium of the ninth census. 

p. 510-514. 
302Aldrich, C. A. Journalism of northwest Iowa. Annals of 

Iowa. Series 3, 13:513. 1923. 
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sixties were numerous. Supplies were hard to g~t. the journey 

for equipment to Dubuque and back to Webster City taking twenty 

days with an ox team. The county printing business was one 

important source of revenue which helped to keep the papers 

going. Indeed, these papers at times had a very hard time. 

On Nov. 22. 1862 the Clinton Herald threatened to cease pub-

licatlon on January 1 11: there weren't more advertisements 

because it was impossible to exist on the revenue received. 

Club groups of magazines were sold much as they are to-

day. Popular magazines offered were Harper's ltiagazine, 

Godey's Ladies' Book. Knickerbocl<er Magazine, Scientific 

American. The Prairie Farmer, and Tao Genessee Farmer.303 

The Wisconsin and Iowa Farmer and Northwestern Cultivator, 

established at Racine, Wisconsin, was the forerunner of the 

Iowa Homestead, the farm periodical of Iowa in the sixties. 

Its editor, Mark Miller, moved to Dubuque in 1856 where he 

established his paper under the name of the Northwestern 

Farmer and Horticultural Journal. The paper was published 

weekly and devoted to the improvement of agriculture in Iowa. 

It emphasized particularly the development of agricultural 

schools, and late in the decade it worked for the Granger 

movement.304 

The Iowa state Register was well established in the 

sixties ~ .. It was bought by 11ills and Company in December. 1866 

303Clinton Herald. 
304Smith. C. R. F. 

1930. 

Dec. 8. 1860. 
The Iowa Homestead. Palimpsest, 11:231. 
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for $20~000 and sold a6ain in 1870 for Z30,OOO. During these 

four years the paper was twice enlarged, many new features were 

added, and large expenditures for telegrapluc facilities and 

correspondence were made. Among the distinctive features 

introduced by the paper was the "Tour of Iowa Countios~ in which 

nearly every county was visited, its history, description, 

resources, and advantages fully wri tton up and published. The 

benefit of this publication to the state cannot be too highly 

estimated. Thousands of copies of the papers containing those 

sketches were circulated in the East and in Europe 'and were 

the means of bringing many thousands of good citizens to 

Iowa. l'Torthw6stern Iowa was settled almost within a single 

~ largely as a result of a series of sketches entitled 

"Free Homes in Iowa", published in the Iowa state Register~305 

A number of characteristics of the early new3papers 

nmkes them interesting. The use of puns was prevalent, and 

they were included in news articles as well as in jokes. 

There were no cornie strips or cartoons~ and mistakes in type, 

spelling and punctuation were frequent. The same advertisement 

appeared regularly and offered little variety exce'pt in kinds 

of type. It was not at all unusual to use twelve or fifteen 

different sizes and kinds in one advertisement. Editorial 

comment was often extremely sarcastic and outspoken. Tovm 

feuds were openly supported. 

Entertainments in the sixties were in many ways different 

305Andreas,op. cit., p. 558. 
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from what one has to-day. Comparatively little of it was of 

the highly commercial type so common to-day. Parties of the 

sixties were gay affairs. The Clinton Herald contains this 

account of a bob party: 

Yesterday Evening, the splendid sleighing tempted 
some forty or fifty of our ladies and gentlemen 
to a trial of its qualities. Two large omnibus 
sleighs, each drawn by four horses, jingling wi th 
bells and gaily decked with flags of the genuine 
Union, fred, white and blue' were crowded to their 
fullest capacity and went around town through town, 
and out of town in a style to make even 'Old 
Sobersides' sigh over the memories of more youthful 
days and theil' ple&sures past. The party made a 
trip of ten miles, returning to the Iowa Central 
House, where an oyster Supper and a dance fitly 
concluded the gaieties of the eNening.306 

Housewarmings, bostrides on the rivers, maple sugar parties, 

Singing schools, reading circles, and swimming and hunting 

parties were varieties of entertainment offered. Apparently 

programs akin to Bank Nite are not so new. In 1862 a group 

called "Harmonians" held a Gift Concert at the Metropolitan 

Hall in Clinton. Tickets were $1 each and fifty gifts ranging 

from $1.50 up to $60 were to be given away. 

A history of Pottawatamie says: 

Horse mces, shooting matches, and theatres, inter
spersed with festivals, balls, and dances, filled 
up the leisure time of the people of Council Bluffs, 
and the year closed with· fine sleighing, which was 
duly improved by all who could command a horse and 
sleigh for that purpose.307 

306Clinton Herald. Feb. 1, 1862. 
307History of Pottawatamie County. Annals of Iowa. 

Series 1, 11:426. 1873. 
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Council Bluffs had a Turnverein Society for the promotion 

of athletics. In 1867 prizes awarded for skill were a thirty 

dollar silver butter dish and a twenty-five dollar silver 

cup.308 The Oddfellows Lodge was organized into sixty-one 

I.owa lodges by 1857, and forty-seven towns had Masonic Lodges.309 

Two new crazes swept Council Bluffs in 1869. Velocipedes 

appeared in Council Bluffs in April and rapidly increased all 

summer. A rink for instruction in bicycle riding was es

tablished, and the young men of the community hurried to learn 

the art. 

The other new craze was baseball. Baseball was greatly 

popularized in the army during the Civil War and spread rapidly 

after the soldiers returned to their homes. Clubs were 

organized to play neighboring towns and in 1867 the first 

organized annual tournament of the Iowa state Baseball Associa

tion was held.310 The outstanding characteristic of these 

early games was the very high scores •. The final score of the 

last round was 115 to 42 in the 1867 tournament. It was won 

by the Hawk-Eyes of lAt. Pleasant who were playing against the 
311 Westerns of Burlington. Games were played in nine innings 

with nine men to a side. Underhand pitching was the rule and 

no gloves, masks or protectors were used. Large prizes were 

awarded, and the games were well attended. Fans began to 

308Ibid., 
309Iowa. 
3l0Mahan, 
3llIbid., 

11:532. 1873. 
Board of Immibration, OPe cit., p. 267-268. 
B. E. Baseball in 1867. Palimpsest, 8:177. 
8:180. 1927. 

1857. 
1927. 
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follow the victories or their chosen teams "with as much 

interest as great events in the history of the times often 

command. "312 

Fourth of July celebrations were grent evonts in Iowa in 

the sixties, particularly in the years just after the Civil 

War. The 1865 celebration in Pottawattamie County was attended 

by three to rour thousand people. It had a procession nearly 

a mlle10ng including military groups, the hook and ladder 

company from Omaha, and a float bearing the "Goddess of 

Liberty." This partlcular type of float was a most oommon one 

in other towns. There were relIgious servicee and toasts. 

The mothers and widows of deceased soldiers, the soldiers~ and 

the fIremen occupied positions of honor. Lunch was free and 

the celebration closed with fireworka.3l3 A Fourth of July 

celebration at Webster City in 1857 began with a Grand Ball the 

night before the Fourth, the ball lasting till the National 

Salute was fired at sunrIse.3l4 There were processions, songs, 

speeches, a big dinner at the hotel, and a toast program. 

People in every kind of masquerade oostume danoed a cotillion 

on the public square •. Special attractions for July 4 ap

parently were an important part of community planning. The 

Clinton Herald for May 31, 1862 noted: 

3l2History of Pottawattamie County. Annals of Iowa. 
Series 1, 11:627. 1873. 

3l3Ibid., 11:426. 1873. 
3l4A1drich, C. E. The Fourth at Webster City. Palimpsest, 

16:226. 1935. 
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Capt .. McLEISS, a brother o£ Rev. J. McLEISS, o£ this 
place, proposes to make a Balloon ascension £rom 
Lyons on the 4th of July, if the necessary amount of 
money can be raised. 

He has heretofore been a professional Aeronaut and 
has made one hundred and forty-one successful 
ascensions.3l5 

The ascension was not successful, as noted in a later 

issue of the same newspaper. 

One of the outstanding types of entertainment was the 

lecture course~ Lectures had been popular from the time of 

the earliest settlements, and by 1859 they were very popular. 

They had their origin in a number of motives such as moral 

uplift, education, desire for a money-making project for a 

library, entertainment, and because lectures were the £ashion 

elsewhere in supposedly intellectual circles.316 vV'hen the 

Civil War came people were so busy with war activities that" 

the lectures almost disappeared. As soon as the war was over, 

the lectures were started again and became more popular than 

ever. The best lecture period was from 1865 to 1870. An 

Iowa town ,?bieh could not boast of a lecture series was poor 

indeed. Travel, prohibition, women's SUffrage, science, and 

history were £avorite topics. 

Many famous people lectured in Iowa during the period. 

Among the better lmown were Horace Greeley, Wendell Phillips, 

Mark ~vain, Lo~is Agassiz, P. T. Barnum, Josh Billings, Ralph 

315Clinton Herald. 
316Hoeltje, H. B. 

IOVia 1855-85. 

May 31, 1862. 
Uotes on the history of lecturing in 

Iowa Jour. of Blst. and Pol., 25:68. 1927 .. 
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Waldo Emerson, and Clara Barton. Fees paid to lecturers were 

good. The Dubuque Young Men's Library Association paid from 

$60 to $200 per lecture. Anna Dickinson, John Gough, and 

Charles Sumner each received $200 per lecture.317 The lecture 

groups made money for a number of years. They sold season 

tickets or single admissions. From about 1865 an association 

called the Associated Western Literary Society helped greatly 

in the outlining of lecture to~rs for the speakers IDld in 

making arrangements \uth its member societles.318 

Agr~cultural Societies were formed allover Iowa for the 

purpose of improving agriculture. After their initial 

organization they were widely.supported by the state government 

and by appropriations. The county societies were required to 

establish awards and publish their annual lists and to send in 

reports to the State.3l9 The State matched funds collected as 

dues up to two hundred dollars per year. The State Agri

cultural Society wos given two thousand dollars per year by 

the State. In 1864 State aid to Agricultural Societies in 

the counties having receipts of $500 was discontinued.320 

The societies organized the fairs and had meetings for 

discussions pertaining to agriculture. The annual State 

317Ibid., 25:115-116. 1927. 
3181bid., 25:125-126. 1927. 
3l91owa. Laws,' statutes, etc. Acts and joint reltolutions 

passed at the 6th session of the general assembly of the 
state of Iowa. p. 299-300. 1857. 

320Iowa. Laws, statutes, etc. Acts and joint resolutions 
passed at the loth se~ion of the general assembly of the 
state of Iowa. p. 140. 1864. 
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Agricultural Society Reports are an excellent source of material 

for the sixties, indicating the nature of the Society's efforts 

and containing full discussions on the state of agriculture in 

general, specific farm problems and hmv to meet them, essays 

on the various branches of production, and reports from county 

agricultural societies, fairs, and horticultural societies. 

Horticulture received a great deal of attention, and in 

l~ray, 1866 the state Horticultural Society was formed after 

Mark Miller of the Iowa Homestead issued an invitation to 

interested persons to meet with him.321 Exhibits were held 

the same fall in connection with the state Agricultural 

Society. Evergreens and fruit raising were the two topics 

most widely discussed in the report for 1867. Grape culture 

also received a lot of attention. Horticultural Society 

exhibits at the fairs showed numerous varieties. The list 

of state members, both men and women, included 140 people 

from allover the state in 1870. Their reports show a great 

deal of thought on the part of many of the members, and their 

influence in taking ideas back to the home communities was 

undoubtedly important. 

ilorticllltural Societies did not always confine themselves 

closely to the subject of horticulture. In Cedar Falls the 

Cedar Valley Horticultural and Literary Society wns formed in 

1859 with the dual purpose of improving gardens and house lots 

321rowa State Horticultural Society. Report for 1867. 
p. 114. 1868. 
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and increasing interest in books and literature.322 Contests 

and exhibitions of vegetables and flowers were frequent by the 

fall of 1859. The group had a lyceum, a lecture course, and 

plans for a library. Experiments in production were reviewed and 

discussed. As the war progressed topics for discussion tended 

to be more political. The library developed to over 300 

volumes the first year of its existence. It accepted contri

butions of suitable books in lieu of a~~ual dues, but reserved 

the right to reject volumes. In 1861 the association bouGht 

105 books and in 1862 it bought 77.· In the latter part of the 

war interest died down, and the society was almost crowded out 

by organizations such as the Soldiers' Relief SOCiety and by 
1 
! 

the activities of the eight churches~323 The organization 
\ 

disbanded in 1865, and the Library Association was formed.324 

The agricultural fairs of the sixties were· also important. 

They were usually sponsored by the local Agricultural Society 

and were r.eally far more successful in teaching the farmers 

about new methods than wore the writings of the SOCiety. Iowa 

started the State Fair in 1854 and had one eve~y year there

after even through the Civil War when many states temporarily 

abandoned their fairs. 325 Main events were the cattle shows 

and tIle exhibitions and judging of stock. Winners were often 

required to make speechos explaining special methods they had 

used. Horse races as. they are to-day were not allowed although 

322Wright, L. M. The mind and the soil. Palimpsest, 17:373.1936. 
323Ibid., 17:392. 1936. 
324Ibid., 17:393. 1936. 
325Ross, E. D. The evolution of the agricultural fair in the 

northwest. Iowa Jour. of Eist. and Pol., 24:450. 1926. 
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there Vlere contes ts where horses ran one at a time and vlere 

judged for speed and driving qualities.326 Women's riding contests 

were also held and were defended against criticism by the 

argument that women must learn to ride well because of the 

danger of accidents when driving on crowded streets.327 

The state Fair was never held more than three time3 in 

succession in anyone city. People in various parts of tho 

state- were thus privile,ged to zot their turns. Iowa City, 

Dubuque, Burlington, Clinton, and Keokuk were the favored 

cities which presented the Fair in the sixties. FAirs were 

planned to attract people from a distance. The Dubuque Times 

said of tho Dubuque Fair in 1862: 

Contracts have been perfected with the Dubuque and 
Sioux City, The Thlbuque, Marion and Western, and 
the Illinois Central Railroad Companies, all center-
ing at Dubuque, to transport over their lines 
visitors to and from the Fair at half their usual 
rates; and all stock, implements, and articles for 
exhibition free of charge. Favorable arrangements 
will also be made with the boats upon the river.328 

Coming as they did before widespread agricultural educa-

tion, the fairs were of great importance to the development 

of Iowa. It is said that "they were rudimentary colloges, 

experiment stations, and extension demonstrators. Rather 

incidentally, they also anticipated some of the recreational 

features that have been emphasized by the Grange and the Farm 

Bureau."329 These exhibitions according to the same authority, 

326Ibid., 24:456. 
327Ibid., 24:457. 
328Clinton Herald. 
329Ross, OPe cit., 

1926. 
1926. 

June 28, 1862. 
24:288-289. 1926. 
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Ittook the lead as agencies in the improvement of livestock, 

in the dissemination of information regarding new varieties 

of plants and better methods of cultivation" in the stimulation 

of the invention and the ex.tension of the use of new machinery, 

and in the advertisement of' the products and the productive 

possibilities of the State.,,330 

In the advanced cotnrlluni ties the theater was another 

outstanding plnce for entertainment. One famous theater was 

the Julien at Dubuque. The building cost $17,000, and the 

first and second stories were used as offices while the theater 

occupied the third floor. The auditorium was twenty-f'ive by 

seventy-five feet in size, and the ceiling was twenty feet 

high. Ventilation was very poor, and there was practically 

no decoration except the fancy red plush curtain. There were 

some box seats raised above floor level" and in the back was 

a aallery. About four hundred people could be accommodated.33l 

Lighting was f'urnished by flickering gas lamps, and in the 

winter the room was often very cold. Melodrama, historical 

plays, Shakespeare, and risque comedies were most popular.332 

Other popular entertainments appearing at the Julien were 

lectures, panoramas, minstrel shows, rr~gicians, acrobats, and 

local talent shows. In the summer season rival attractions 

such as showboats and traveling circuses took attendance from 

the theaters along the river.333 

330Ibid., 24:298. 1926. 
331Klntzle, C. A. The Julien Theater. Palimpsest, 15:139-140. 

1934. 
332Ibid., 15:143-146. 
333Ibid., 15:157. 
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In the sixties Iowa was active in helping to provide for 

the poor and unfortunate. The transition from the county 

judge to the supervisor system changed the administration of.' 

local relief problems. Cities of the first class were author-

ized to provide houses of refu3e for confinement of delinquent 

children under sixteen years. Workhouses were authorized for 

people over sixteen.334 In cities of the first or second 

class the county supervisors could appoint an overseer of the 

poor. With the permission of the board of supervisors they 

might allow a person up to two dollars per week exclusive of 

medical service.335 The relief could be in the form of food, 

rent, clothing, fuel# light or money. 

To be eligible for relief one had to have legal residence 

in the political unit where he was to obtain the aid. The 

father, mother, grandparetns, children or grandsons (but not 

granddauGhters) of a poor person were held liable for a poor 

person's support up to fifteen dolla.rs per month. A ttpoortt 

person was one who was unable to earn a livelihood in con-

sequence of bodily infirmity, idiocy, lunacy or other unavoid

able cause. 336 County courts had the right to establish 

poorhouses if they felt them nocessary or to furnish outdoor 

relief, and admission to a poorhouse was secured on order of 

334Eriggs, J. E. History of social legislation in Iowa. 
p. 58. 1915. 

335Ibid., p. 69. 
336Von TungeL~, M. D. Social legislation in Iowa. Un

published M. S. thesis. p. 58. Iowa state College 
Library, Ames, Iowa. 1929. 
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the board of trustees or cOlmty commissioners. 337 

The Iowa Soldiers' Orphans' home was established in 1866. 

For a time there were three branches located at Davenport# 

Cedar Falls # and Glenwood# all of which were later moved to 

Davenport. The soldiers' orphans at the home were allowed 

eight and a half dollars per month for their support. The 

assessors were to take a census of all orphan children of de-

ceased soldiers and the counties were to levy up to a half mill 

tax to support orphans not in the Orphans' Home.338 

The state Industrial School had its start in the Iowa 

Reform School established in 1868. Its duties were to arrange 

for instruction and to care for the boys and girls in its 

charge. The Girls' Department was later moved to Mltchellville. 

A School for the Blind was established in 1853 and has 

remained in operation since that time. The annual appropriation 

.for·the school expenses was $5000, and this allowed the 

principal $700 per year and the matron and teachers $500 

each.339 Allowance for support of the children was set at $40 

per pupil per quarter. Clothlng was furnished by the state if 

1b.ere were no one to supply 1 t for the child. 

An institution .for the deaf and dumb was provided in 1855. 

Appropriations for it in 1860 were $7,000# in 1861 they were 

337Ibid.# p. 24. 
338Iowa. Laws, statutes, etc. Acts and joint resolutions 

passed at the 11th session of the general assembly.of 
the state of Iowa. p. 86. 1866. 

339Ibid., p. 36. 1866. 
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$7,500, and in 1863 they were only $3,000.340 By 1868 they 

were annually ~;8 ,000. Special appropriations wore mado for -the 

buildings. Not over $50,000 out of the total building appro

priation of $125 ,000 was to be dravm for the buildings in 

1868.341 

By 1870 Iowa had ceased to be a pioneer state. It was 

rough and newly developed in the western part, but the rail

roads made the pioneer era there a very short one. The period 

from 1860 to 1870 had brought many changes. The Civil War 

had speeded developments in agriculture tremendously. Free 

education for everyone was accepted by the people and pro

vided by general taxation. Numerous other socializing 

influences had appeared in the entertainments of the day. 

County and state care for the poor and unfortunate showed that 

the gpvernmental units were taking more responsibility for the 

individual. Law and order was administered by the government 

instead of the Vigilance Connnittees. The economic and social 

development of Iowa from 1860 to 1870 had made strides beyond 

all expectations. 

340Ibid., 9th. session. p. 175. 1862. 
341Ibid., 12th session. p. 149. 1868. 
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