


room8 behind it, and lack all ¢eublance of privacy, a fuctor
often to be desired. L. Bugene Robiunson (14) says, "It 48
often well to huve a dining porch of considerable size in a
farmhouse. This scrcened porch nay be 2imply a large kitchen
poreh used for general purpodes, rather than a Bpeci&l dining
porch.™

Thig vame idea is confirmed by Charles BE. White, Jr. (21)
when he says, "Verandas and borchea are very important, and the
houue ownex Should consider them carefallye The wout usefal
veranda is situnted, not on the front of the house where pri-
vacy is difficult to 3ecure, but on one 2ide or at the rear."
9, iiving room should be located to secure sunshine, alr and

the best view.

There is no doubt but that the living room in the farm=-
house should be given'unusual gonsideraticn. It is here that
the leisure houruy are spent and this tinme, to be moudt worth- -
while, B8hould be spent miong happy surrcandings. A8 in all
homex, the farmhouse living room "ought 10 be the largzeust and
lighteat room ih the house," according io Helen Dodds. (2)

0ld ﬁghses and even uvome that have been built rather re-
cently but from o0ld plans often have decldedly cut-up inter-
fors. A typlcal Victorian interior plased the parlor in one
corner, a aitting room in anothexr, a dining room in a third,

and the xitchen in the fourth with a centrual hall dividing
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each pair of rooms. This type of plan ig criticized by C.
dtevenuon (18) when he sBays, "The typicul house of years apno
had nany roous, but eldom one large encugh to serve as a true
center of home life. The modern living room hai provided that
negessary and logical houe center.” 0f cource, the way to
achlieve this nodexn tyne of living room in such a housde means
that often the partiticn muet be removed betuecn tvio or more
rooms, thus creating one lurge one.

10, Bedrooms should have cro3s ventilation; double bedrooms

| 8hould have tao clozetd.

When one iplans changes for the interlor of thc home, the
second floor deserves ad mach attention as the first in order
to have & harmonious arrvangement. Hot only should beuauty of
design be concidered in relation to proyortion of room 8pace
but also convenierce in relation to proper storape facilities
and the locaticn of one rocm to another. Ventilation is not
to be overlooked. "Bedrooms should have cross ventilation,”
days Arthur C. dolden (7). |

The matter of having one bedrooin larger then the others and
designating it as the "owner's room" has been customayry a long
tine in planning city dweollings; it hus not been until wecenily
that an "ouner's room" has been given terious consideraticn in

the farmhouse., Contemporaxry writers are, however, beginning to
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realize that faruhouues should have thig feature as well ad
eity homes. Charles B, White, Jdr. (21) sBays, in spexking of
- this room in a farmhouse, thét "All the other bedroomu mizht
be mude a bit 3ﬁaller to contribute to the size of the o®ner's
Toom, which i&8 customarily usded as¥ an upstairs sitting room."
It ie thought that at least one closet for every bedroom
and two for the roome oocupied by two people are necesuary fron
the standpoints of convenience and comfort. L. HZugene Robinson
(14) says, "A bedroom should have avcloset; where two sleep in
ohe rbom, two closetd are bebter than one.”
1l, Linen closet should be accedsible from decond f£loor hell.
There i8 no doubt but that an essential feature oi every
modern home 18 the closet where bedroom linen and bath towels
may be kept within resch of all the bedroomsd. "The linen
closet should be deuigned %o hold conveniently the linen articlen
ﬁithbut a greét heaping up of the.materials," says L. Kugene
Robinson (14). He continues, "The shelves should not be very
fax apart, -- perhaps~ten‘inches, -~ and some of Lthe xhelves
should be made quite wide t6 accomaodate hed clothing and

blankets.®



TIT T THVESTIGAT ION
A. Purpose of Study |

1. To outline the important standards of desipn for the cz-
terior of the Jowa Ifarmhouse,

2., To outline the laportant Stundards of desigm that rclate to

- convenience for the interior of-the Jowa farmhouse.

3. To use the sbove Standards in crealing plans for the im-
provement of typical Iowa farmhouse extexiors'from the
gtandpoint of design.

4. To use the sbove standards in creating plans for the im-

| provemnent of typical Iowa farmhousSe intexriors from the
standpoint of design that-1is related 1o cdnvenience.‘
| B. Hethod of fFrogedure

1. Collection of data.

The data needed in ordgf 1o determine the important
standardu'of.deaign for the exterior of the Ioua farmhouse
were collected.

B Bboka, panphlets, and magazine articlea on farm homeu
in the Middle WeBt were read and evaluated to obtain the de-
8irable atandards that affect especially the farmhouse exterior.
| be. Books and magazine ariticles on re~conditicning the ex-
teiiors of 8mall houses in the iiddle West were read and evalu=-

ated to obioin desirsble standards that conecern the exterior



of every wnell-planned honge

o6« Exterior elevations of modern lliddle West farmhouses
were Studied.

The data necded in order to determine the important stan~
davrds of deaign that relate to convenlience for the interior of
the Iows farmhouse were collected.

‘8. Books, pamphlets, and mapgazine articles on farm hozes
in the Midule West merc read and evalusted to obbain the desir-
able standardy thaﬁ affect the farmhouse interior.

b. Books and magazine articles on re-conditioning the in-
ieriora of emall houses in the Middle West were reed and evalu-
ated to obtain desirable standards that concern the interiox of
every well planned house.

c. Floor plans of modern Hlddle West farm houses were studled.

2. Record of data.

a. Literature on farmhouces and small housed. The modt sig-

nificant factors from eath reference were recorded in outline
forn on English cards. On each title card was included complete
bibliographical information.

b. Illustrative Material. A record was kept of all the best

Bources of illustrative material concerning well designed ex-~
teriors and well planned interiors of Middle VWest farmhouses and
8mall houses,

d. Summary of data.
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a. An anslysis was made of the standurds of deuign for the
exterior and the interior of the Middle West farmhouses and
8mall houses., These standards were llsted on ceparate Tnglish
cards with every reference made to them in the literature read.

This information, together with an evaluation of £he other

- material appearing on the card, was used to deteraine the two

outlines of important design standards for the exteriors and in-
teriors of Ioua farmhousies, |

b. An outline was made of the important standards of de-
8ign for the exterior of the Iowa farmhouse.

ce An outline was made of the important 8tandards of de-
8ign that relate to convenience for the interior of the Ioma
farmhounse.

4. Collcotion of illustrative material,

In this study the three typical Iowa farmhouaés to be im~
proved are the sqguare house, the I dhaped house, and the spall
faymhouse or tenant cottagé. One picture of each of these un~
improved types was selected and photostati made.

be Original plans for making typical Jowa Iarmhouses more dis-

tinetive from the standpoint of design.

8. Bight exterior elevations for the improvement of typi-
cal JIowa farmhouses were made by the author. Photostata were
made of thesé elevations,

be Thirtcen interior arrangementa for the improvement of
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typiocal ;owa farmhousces were made by the anthor. Fhotostats
' were made of these plans,

C+ Reaultis
1., Summery of data investiganteds

The important Standards of design for the exterior of the
Iona farmhouse, a8 determined by the author are;'

&~ Exterior plan should indicate to some degree the in~

' terior arrangement. _

be 8implicity rather than ornateness should be empha:izede.

ce Strength of structure should bdbe expressed.

de Qpenings8 should be pluaced to meet with utilitarian re-

quirements and to relate to mass.

e. Design principles should be uled.

The important standards of design that relate to convenience
for the interior of the Iowa farmhouse, as determined by the
author, are: ' |

a. Kitchen should have cross ventllation and be located at

rear of houite with vier towerd farm bhuildings.

b. Rear entrance hall should give easy accesa to the ser-

- vice area.

c. Washroom should be accesSsible from reur entrance hall.

4. Ventilated closet for work clothes should open into

rear hall.

€« Downstairs bedroom and office should open fxrom rear
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ent:&nce hall. ,

£. Goat closet should open into front hall.

Be Stairaay should be locuted near service area.

h. Side or rear porches are preferable to front ones and
should be placed wo that they will not darken the ine
terior. ' | |

;, Living room should be located to secure 2unzhine, air,
end the best view.

Jjo Bedrooms should have cross ventilation; doable bed-
rooms should have two closetu. |

k. Linen closet should be accessible from second floor
hall.

2. Plates

The typical Bqnareylowa farmhouse, the typical small Ioua
farmhouse orvtenant cottage, and the typieal I shaped Iona'
farmhouse before improvement are shown respectively in Plate I,
Plate XII, and Plate XVIII. In the plans on the other twenty-
orie plates, the writer's aim has been to incorporate the above
Standards in improving the exteriors and interioxrs cf theue
three typical Iowa farmhouses. Wintes KX?, KXVI, and AXVII
that follow the original plans show houded sclected from the
iliuvgtrative material that offer Lupgesticms Lor Improving the

three types of Iowa farmhouves used in this study.
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IV DISCUSSION
. A. Discussion of Plates
Plate 1. Typical 3gqusre Iowa Farmhouse before Improvement,

The large sguare house typiocul of a 1arge'§art of rural
Jova 18 perhapw the most uninteresting of all architectural
forms. That it lacks distinotion is inevitably true. The
feot that the sides are equal makes any &quare object too mon-
otonous to be interesting. For this reuson, the proporticn of
the square farmhouse does not compare favorably with that of
the other farm buildings.which often have greater length than
breuxdthe.

The square‘houSe vwhich has been chosen for this atudy is
esyeciallyllarge becausge 1t presents a greater problem for re-
conditioning than do the smaller, lesis conspicuous houses which
are also characteristlo of rural Iowa. Regardless of the slze
of the square house, the changes would have to conform in scale
to the Bige of the house,

A disfiguring feature of mo8t square types 18 the Lfront
porch which darkenas the interlor ryoom:2 and lacks every sSen-
blance of privucy. Beeouse of this porch, the front dcor wmhich
should be the center of interest, 18 practicslly hidden from

view,
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Plate II Flan I Front Llevation of an Lnéroved Jgquare Farme-
house.

Plate II and Plate VI s8how the front clevation of tuo
houses thet are each thirty-feet square. The problem was to
treat the elevation in Plate II in an occultd manner and that of
Ph te VI in a aymmetrical waye. Both plans show what may be done
by waling additions to the main part of the house and changing
some of the details. |

In some respecte the informal arrangement in this plaie
(II) adds greater length to the house than does the formal
plan in Plate VI, since unequal space divisions osarry the eye
in a horizontal direotion more eaiily than equal space di-
visiopﬁ arc able to'ﬂo‘ The grouping of three windous in the
living room mnke: 8 long rectangle uwhich lezads the eye 1o the
porch that adds length to the house. This poxch may be the front
rorch nhich has been moved to the sidec of the house.
| The dormers that breakx the roof line would necesaitate
the lowering of the faeade until the outer aides of the up=-
ttairs bedrooﬁs are not leas than six and one half feet hi.h.
In addition tq this, the ridge pole of the roof would have to
be lengthened and raised to make‘it 2 high hip roof.

MHuch cun be done toward adding ap,arent length to a aquare
house by planting shrubbery in such a way that it will give o
very definate horizbntul line and, at the sume time, will tie

the house to the ground.
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Plate III rlan I ZFirst Floor Plan of an Iaproved dquare Farnm-
house.

The entrance in this plan is well lighted and roomy. Open-~
ing into it 1s the coat closet which might include the spoce
given to the bed cloaet. However, in this case, there would be
smach more space for poats.than i3 necessary iof'most farm fam~.
ilies. A builit-in bed to be used for extra company is a desir-
able feature in a farmhouse where, often, the second floor bed-
roomw are tsxed to thelr full capacity.

Because the living roon i used on occasions as a bedroon,
there must be o door between it and the entrance. Both the
dining voom and the living room are lar ze and conveniently
pianned in relation to each other. The arch between the two
Yoonms conveys'a feeling of space. There 1s enough wall Spuce
in both rooms to uerve as the background for esuential pleces
of furniture. Crosa ventilaticn i3 & desirsble feature.

There 18 size and convenience in the appearance of the
porch opening from the dining room. It not only adds to the
length of the house, bui also becomed a place for outdoor cat-
ing and recrcation.

Moat of the inprotant things to be considered have been
worked into the service aresa of this plan, The kitchen geto
cross ventilati.n by wmeans of the window in the sSmall room

which may be used as a btreaigfaut nook or a ¢hild's play room.
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This orosg ventilation should be safﬁicient\since there is only
an arch deparating the two rooms. The shoxt distance between
the rear entrance and the basement stairs ledsens the number
of vteps In caryying garden vegetables and other thirgs up and
dovwne. | |

‘ Sufﬁieiént light for the rear hall may be acouired through
the small window at one end and through the glassed door that
opens irom the porch into the dining room. '

i The ht&irWag is conveniently placed 1n regard to tne liv=-
ing room as well ag the kitchen. Men coming into the recessed
’aide entrence may leave their rough work clothes in the ventila-
ted 6loset. éleun up in the washroom, and go into the diniug

room githout puseing through the kitchen. Hooks to be used
for extra work clothes may be plaged on the walls of the hall
between the staire and the dining room. |
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Plate IV Piah I Jecond Floor Tlan of an Iﬁﬁroved ijguare Farm-
house, |

Plate V Plan I }Second Floor Flan of an Improved square Mrm-
house,

Thé main reagon for showing two scconé floox arfange~
ments for this plan is that each has an advantage ovex the
other. In Plate IV thé roon arréngement is better than in FPlate
Y because there is less wnaute space when the lavatory is placed
between the bedrooms. However, the dicadvantage of this sSchene
- is that the second floor plumbing is too far away from the plumb-
ing on the firat floor to be economical. 3Since the nlan on FPlale
V 18 more inexpensive 1t night be well to use this arrangement
1f the budget is limited.

In both plans, the space at the Loy of the staliyrs might be
used as a sewing roome. Likewise, in both plans, there iS a
‘linen clozet accessible from the hall and enough wall sSpace in
all the bedrooms for a bed with ai least one and one-half fcet
of room on ¢ither side. The bedroom at the tov of the stairs -
on Plate IV could be arranged easily for the hired man thereby
making privacy fox the membeia of the family.

In the plan on Plate V two closets for each of the three
bedrooms are shown. Besldes, there is & scgond linen closet in

the lavétory and 8 closet for brooms or dust moys in the hall,



- The small bedroom at the end of the hzll might be used by child=-

ren and connccted by means of & door with the owner'i bedroom.
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Plate VI Plan II Front Elevation of an Iaproved Square Ferm-
house.

The low hip roof, coloniwi doorway, and formal treatment
give quite a Ooldnial feeling to this elevation. Its dignity
und reserve make it expecially suitable to a rather formal
farm aite, Certainly it would not be at home in a rolliig
seation. Shutters might be added to the windows but, in such
caze, the windowns should be sSeparated and shutters given to
sach oune 8o that they ney be used and not dexrve &3 degorative
features only. The author has not bﬁde'use of smtters bte~
cause they not only increase the expense of yce~conditicning
the house but they often disintegrate in the course of a few
yeara and are seldom actually uéed.

Small panes of glasd in windows are prelerable to the
- unbroken #ash, the rectangular pane being much more pleasing
than the sguare one. This chunge i ncecssary in remodeling
any old house.

Another improvement worthy of attention is the doorway.
It is unfortﬁnate that most farmhouSes have unattractive en-
trances for the doomuﬁ-;_in any home shoald be the main centerx
of intereust. A good colonial entrunce a8 had been used in thiu
plate will give ruch more character to the house and increaue

its value. Agsin, proportion of spaces must be tagen into



consideration in planning sSuch an entrance. In this particulsy
~.door, the fan ahoped detail obove it is glass and thevefore
serves two functions -~ it is u decorative feature from the
exterior and nelps to make the inside vestibule lighter.

The addition on the left of the plate is a porch and the
one oh the riéht E‘éﬁ&ége which is set ‘back about eighteen
feet from the front of the ‘house to give the living room crosa
ventilaticn and suffiqient light. Oince the garage dooré are
located at the rear, a vine covered treilis has been used in

the front to bélance the arch of the porch on the opposite side.

4
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'éiate VII Plan II Pirat Floor Fluu of an Inproved Sguare
Fuimhouse. |

In thisa plun, the front door opens into & small hall which
separated the living room from the dining room. This arrange-
ment ig much better than it would have been had the door opcned
directly into either of the two rooms €ince, in ihe plan usfed,
move privacy is affordcd. An srch separates cach rocm from
the entrance.

Often, farmhouses are not large enough to employ theAnae
of a2 hallnay that goed dirccily through the house. - Furthecy-
more, this hall is unnecessayy if a rear one is dgupplicd. The
stairway had been located as neay ag posiible to the reur of
the house to lessen the number of steps reguired to yeach it
from the service area. At the same time, it is convenlent to
both the living room and the dining Yoom. .

Some people feel that the reaxr hall is unnecesssry in any
faym home and employs space that otherwive might be used 1o
better advantage. This plan shows that a hall in the service
area I8 necgeadayry io conncet the kitaelien, dining room, clouset
ior.uork clothes, wash room, office, and stairway leading to the
bascment. There would be utter confusion if one had to go
throuzh any one of these rooms in order to reach another roo:i.
The office mhich may be used ay an emergency bed room oY play

Yoom for the children, opens into the garage. For this reason



-

it is conveniently located for the farmer who wished to bring
friends into his office. The door into the kitchon is in di-
rect line with the door into the garage; this mazes convenlent
j:saasage from one to the othex.

A dining porch is an sitractive feature of any farmhouse.
.m}e -ona Gxg\m on this plan 18 located in such 4 way 'bhéxt food
could be easily carried from the kitchen o the porch. On the
of.hé_rfhand, this porch may be uscdé as a recveational center
aﬁd a ébot from which the houcenife may huve & view of the
drive and the main road. | |

i
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Plate VIII Plan II Jecond Floor Plan of an Improved square
Farmhouse. |

Bvery hounsewife enjoys a8 good place for airing vedding;
edpecially doesd she apcreciate this place 1f it 18 couvenient
to the second‘floor. This plen includes a deck porch.whicﬁ'
opens ifrom the owner's bedroom.

All the bedroomu have cross ventilation and adeguate wall
space for furniture. Wﬁilelﬁhe two front rooms are the only
ones uifh tno closdets for each, the closet for the rear bed-
room at the right is large enough for the wardrobes of two
people. It could be divided by & three inch partition and made
into two narrow closeta'uith_a small door for ezch one. Thiw
might be advieable, ,especially if the oocupants of this room
would he more congenial with Separate clodets; discusvions have
been. known to arise over the lack of ﬁhis very thing!

The lavatory is well ?ooated in relation to the dounstairs
plunbing. That the linen clovet opens direotl; into the hall
at the head of the 8isirs makes the plan more logical than it
vould have been with the lavatory door there instead. The
walls of the linen clodet that project into the lavatory may be
three inches in thiciness instead of 8ix making poa$1ble the

Baving of space.
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Plate IX Flan III Front Blevation of an Improved Square Farme
honge. | - |
” pnis plate présents a Coloninl style of facade which is
highly deuiranble for the Iowa farmhouse. Its 8implicity and
reétraint givé it 8 sirength sud so0lidity agreable to the Iova
prairie, | |

| Roof lines may either make or nar & remodeled house., In
this case the gabls roof of & sguare house has been;lengthened
and the facade lowered to Tetain at leasti 8ix and one hnlf feet
of standing room at the sides of the upsialrs bedrooms. This
will give the house the desired length iﬁ ifsportion.to its
breadth and no additions will need to be madc to inereace its
agparenﬁ length a8 was‘ddne in the previous exteriors. This
change is more radlocal than that suggested in Plate II or in
Plate Vi and; thérefore, will be more‘expensive.

Again, the dindow panes have been broken up into small,
rectangulur div;éicna end the entrance has been made the center
of interest. The small nwindow above the entrance serves Lo
b#gak the wall apace between the palrs of windons ih’the second
"floor and gives 1light and air to the owner's bedroom.

A substantial chimney such zs the one on this elcvation
serves as fine d:ccoration and 18 expressive of interior oomfort

and hospitality.
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Plate X Plan III Firet Floor Plan of the Inproved 3quare Farm-
house.
| VThe doors acparating the living room and dining room from

-the entrance meke these tﬁo rooins more private than they would
be with arched doormays. This 18 especially necessary for the
dining room sinee itgisvsometimes used as avbedroom. Both roous
are well proportioned and large cnough for ahy aveyage Ifarm
family. The fire pl&ce_gi&ea to the living room an atmosphcre
of comfort and the fire unbroken wall spaces in this room wouwld
make furniture arrangement s pleasant tavk. EBasy a?cess fron
the living room to the service area 1i8 made pousible by a dooy
opening from the living room into the rear hall. |

In thé'dining roor the built-in bed and small closel whioch
may be used for a wardrobe or. for exmga linen and towels pre-
gent an easy solution for the cure of an'oecaSional guest.

Although direct ventilation i8 not secured for the small
closet for work elothes, fhis closet may be alred by leaving
the rear door open. This method would be quite all rizht since

the room is near the rear entrance.
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Plate XI Plan III Second Floor Plan of an Improved JSquare
Farmhouse.

All the bedrooms on this floor have cro#s ventilation and
are planned with convenience in mind. The ouwner's bedvooa is
espeolally large and has two fine clodsts. Since it is often
deairable 1o use the attic for étoraée; the atnixﬁay to this
yart of the house leads up from thQVOHner's room. A golorfal
ploture or hanging might be uSed at the foot of the stairs
leading to the attic 1f it is decided that this corner detruots
from the appearance of the reat of the_room.  Th18 nook could
not be entirely cut off because of the need for the 9mall win-
dow on the exterior of the house, |

There iB ample space on the second fldor between the top
step and the linen closet to permit furniture or other large
articles to be carried conveniently upstairs or down. The
lavatory opening from this hall is oonvenient in 8ize and well
placed in relatidn to all the be&rqoma as well 23 to the plumb~

ing equipment on the first flooxe.
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Flate XII Typical 3mall Iowa Farmhouse or Tenant Cottage be~
fore lmprovement.

The snall farmhouse or tenant cottage 18 typical of the
small, unimprpved house that 18 found on many farus in Jowa.

It is often a three room cotiage bul it is Someiimes larger;
in either case it often lacks distincetion from the standpoint
of design.

Since overcrouding i8 detrimental to family life, it would
be hiphly deslirable to remodel this type of small fatmhouse.
keeping in mind minimum expenditurcs. Theo following plans offexr
suggestions for reconditioning this type of small Jona farim-

house or tenant cottage.
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Plate XIII Plan IV Front Elevation of an Improved Small Farn-
house or Tenant Cottage.
_ Plate XIV Plan IV 38ide Elevaiicn of an Improved Small Farm=-
house or ?ehant Cottage; |

- There 1s nmch that can be done towsrd meking even utmall
houses more distinotive in deeign. This plan:shoms that a fcu
changes in exterior detall will greatly 1xmnové the appecarance
of the small farmhouse or tenant cottage. The door hud been
plaéed in the centex of ihe elevation, the roof has been lower-
ed,‘th:ee dormers have heen added to give crosuy ventiletion and
sufficient light to the second &tory bedroomid. daving nade
these simple changes, the facade acquires a feeling of stabil-
ity which that of the house in Flate XII does not have.

Because this little hause is so sinple in every respect,
the vine treatment arcund the dool and at the corners id es-
peeially suitables ihere is a feeling of informality and cozi-
ness about this elevation,

The side »elevation 8i1ply shows the arrangement of windous
in the living room and the proporticn of the front dormer and

reqﬁ,shed dormer to the rest of the house.
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Plate XV Plan IV‘ Pirst Floor Ilan of an Improved Small Farm=
house or Tenant Cottage.

Plate XVI Plan IV Firat Floor Plan of an Improved Small Farm-
house oy Tenent Cottage.

'hig house has been reconditioned with the idea in mind
that; iater on, the uputuirs will be finished. When tnis is
doné, the first floor can be changed according to the sSchene
norked oui iﬁ Plate XV, JFor this reason, Plate XIV and Plate
XV are being discussed together.'

‘A atairway which is conveniently located in relation to
the dining room and living room has been placed in the plan in
Plate XV although the second floor remsins unfinished. This
was done because it 18 nmore likely that the ouner will complete
the Beocond floor plans earlier than if the stairway was not
built at the time the first floor was remodeled. Then; too,
thia stairway permits casy access to the second floor if this
apace is used for storage purposes,.

The living room i3 large enough to &llow one end of it to
be used as & dining room. 3Since & built~in bed and closets
are features of this room, it may also be uised occasionally as
a guest bedroon.

The¥e 18 sufficient closet space in the bedroon for two
people. If leus clozet spuace and more kitchen 3pace i= de-

8ired, the partition may be pluced as shoun by the dotted



line.

In Plﬁta AVI the changes are conparatively simple. The
bath room and cloeets have been removed and the wall between
the dining room'ahd the kitchen has been placéd g0 that the
flue 18 in the kitchen inatead of in the dining room. Ho ehange
has bégn‘madeﬁ;n the living room-although; if desired, the
clovet oﬁ eithér gide of the bed closet may be replaced by a
window seat. ‘The door bectween the bedroom and the living room
has been removed., It may be placed at the rear of the living
room to replace the swinging doox which may be put'bgtmeen the
dining room and kitcheﬂ.

In the kitchen, the gink arrangement has been changed to
make the stacking counter as nemr as pos:ible to the dining
rooms .The doors\into}the smﬁll coa£ closet at the rear of the
house wsy be moved as shown in this plan to avoid a conflict

betweén them and the outaide doora
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Plate XVII Plan IV Scocond Floor Ylen of an Improved 3mzll Farm-
house or Tenant Cottisage.

ter the usecond floor huat been finished, the owner may
enjoy iwo geod sized bedrcoms. The bed in the living room may
atill be zetained tb accomsodate extra gueétﬁ. ‘At‘the place
theve tﬁe % indon in,the‘ahed dormer ventilates the larger of
the two upstairs bedrooms, a eming machine may be placed and
thuy tranuform thie 8pace into P Sew ing nook. _This badroom
has adeguate clocet facilltiea, having one th&t ia ventilatcd
by ike front dormesx ﬁindou, another under thg G&V&b at the
rear of the house, and two front atorage apaces.

The other bedroon is of necessity Smalle* but it is well
ventllated and the long closet and two storage space3 make it
desirable. Shelves for bocks and pleces of pottery might be
built in line mith the flue. |

The wall aepsrating the bathroom and the closel had to be
moved s8ix inchei to allow enoaph ap#ce‘f&r the tub.v 4 linen
closet might be built in the hellwey at the top of the stairs
end Jjust outsid: the bathroonm dooi. Thig would tuke away the
feeling of ¢pzncee in the hall but would add a convenient feature

to the second floor plan,
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Plate XVIII %ypieal L Shaped Iowa Marmhouie before Improvemente
'The L sheped house frequently has more podcibilities forx
improvenment than does the Sguare houwe because its proportion
18 not so lacking in varicty and it often regquires fewer changes,
In this platec the house may be greatly luproved by remove
ing the séalloped ornament.uhich is attached to the gable and
which detracts from the 8implicity of line. The porch ig not
only too narrow to be of value, but 8poils the appearance of the
front of the howse and darkené the intériox roomss It should
be removed, diamantled and the lumber used toward building a
stide porcﬁ such as. the one shovn in Plate XIX. JAS is the caue
iﬁ many L -S8haped house8, the ell behind the porch is apparently
a3 long as the width of the front part of the house which con-
tains thé large nindow. This means that ore or the other of the

two ells muxwt be lengthened.
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Plate XIX Plan V Front Blevation of an Improved L Shaped
Ehrﬁhou&e.

Good proportion has been given to this house by adding the
rorch and 2lsc & number of feet to the ell that containg the
docruay. The grouping of the three windows in the dining Toom
helpe to cﬁrry the eye in a horizdntal direaction, As a result
the ell to the right has been made noticeably longer than the
one at the left, an improvement which would add rmch to the
appearance of the house in El&£e XVIII.

The doo¥ has been nade the center of interest by piving
it alsimple Colouial treatment. There ig no elaboration of

detail shich is an excellent Icature since farmhousea are in
| mech better taste when all pretension haus been laild uside.

‘The chunges suggested for the faprovement of this exterior
are the important ones. The roof line remains the 8:me except
at the end of the ell behind the porch where it has to be length~-
encd. Since the front porch is too narrow to be of value, it
sdhould be torn down snd the lumber used in the construction of
2 side porch. |

The unimproved houde has window 8ash with large panes of
glass, The effect of subatituting sash divided into small

panes is invariably pleasing.
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?late XX Plan V First Floor Plan of an Improved L Shaped
Farmhouse. )

If a fireplace in the living room is desired, it could
eaaily be planned Lo tace the place of the bay window, This
1ocation is idegrl and alndows la.ge enouth to permit bufficxent
light £or the 1iving ‘room oould be built on cither gide of the
iireplace.

- The dining porch which éddallength to the exterior of this
elevaticn is conveniently located near ihe kitchen, and may per-
mit & view of the floher garden. The hired menh would have to
be instructed to use the rear entrance mhichfleada directly to
the nash roon raither than crosaing‘the porch into the diuing
room and g;aing from the:é to the zear of the house.

The bedroom on the firat floor would be auitable for the
hired man aince the membexs of the fadily \oala thus8 be per-~
mitted more privaoy. If it is decided that ihe closet for thias
bedroom ia longerxr thun'neéeasary,‘a three inch partition may
be placed in it and a wardrobe closet made f{o oren into the
living room.‘ Eusy acces: to the rear hall from the living
Yoom 18 made posuible by the door opening into the living roonm

from the rear hall.
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Flate XXI Plan V Second Floor Plan of an Iaproved L Shaped
Farmhouse .

The five ﬁindows in the owner's yoom make 1t excepllionally
light and airy; If the attic iz to be used, the second closet
would have to serve as ah entrance to the stairway rather than
a8 & clotnes closets This would probably neceaaitate the build=~
ing of extra wardrobe and draney space in the room since one
closet would be Insufficlient for tnwo people. The other three
bedroons will accormodate two people in each as there is agple
closet sPacé for this number. If a cloaetlfor mnops and brushes
is desired, the zlotet which i3 next the lavatory may:eaeily
be made smaller and a door built in the partition that now e~
parates this closet from the hall.

Some people piefer the small, compact house to the larger
full two Btory type. With this in mind, the author haé planned
the iolioning elevationd shich show how the loua:inngf the
Yool for the house in Plate XIX might affeot the sSecond floor.
The first floor plun as shown in Plate XX had been retained.
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Plate XXII Plan V Front Elevation of an Improved L Shaped
Farmhouse.,

" Plate XXIII sSide Elevation of an Improved L Sheped Farmhouse.
By lowering the voof and adding doimcrs, a snug, ©0o0ZYy
11ttlé'hduae i made. This tyve of structure is better suited
to a rqlling gite than are the more diynified and formal types

of houses. |

The porthﬁaé removed 8o that more atiention might be
given to the Iront part of the house proper. This neuns that
neithé:'the group of three ﬁindpms nor the front entrance wilil
lose its identity.

The dormers have been kept ud small as posaible. If small
dormers‘do not add safficient area, it is much better to make
the old house, in part at least, two storieé hizh than to
burden the roof with an ankward and overpowering dormer that
vainly attempts to secure the advantages of two storie« while
preverving the charm of low roof 1ines, A dormer should be no

darger than is necessary to accommodate the window it cerves.
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Plate XXI¥ Plan V Second.Floor Blevation of an Improved L
Shaped imrmhouse.

The arrangement of the rooms in this plan i8 quite £imilar
to the scheme woried out for the sSecond floor of the small
farmhouse or tenant cottage in Plate XVil., The owner's bed-
room in this plate {(XXIV) contains both dormey windows that are
on thé front of the ﬁouse. Standiag room has becn providced for
the entire closet that is next the luvatory.

There is adeguate 8pace for a scwing room in the entrance
nook of the smaller of the two bedrooms. The 8torage room which
18 under the front eaves has been,éiven tmovdooru to pexrmit
better uaage. lﬁpth bedrooms havé~su£éicient wall apuce for

the necessary pieces of furniture.
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Flate XXV House Selecoted from Illustyative laterisl thet sug-
gesta Changes for Improving & Square Parmhouses B

A Bgusre house may be reconditioned in numerous nwaylde Thic
plate ahons oue plan whereby the architect added & veotibule
and gontimed the facade to form & wall for one end of the ter-
zace ahich 18 at the end o the living roome. The hip Yool Slopes
doun ‘to, meot the ton of the wall shich adds lengbh to the houica
The h'ouse.:l& made spparently longer by the group n:f fony nindoua,
which carries the ese %o the nddition on the rightside. Thio
house inas be found on gaée'thirty-one in The 3mall Home fox Junec
19304 | -
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Plate XXVI Two Houses Jelccted from Illustrative Haterial that
Sug;est Changes for Improving a Spall Fermhouse oy Tenant Cotidugo.

hece two pland Show sugseations for i:u}_ﬂovizig the émall
Iosa farmhouse er tamnt cotingee %Zhe house with the two dore
mers hae & nving room, &iniug room, and kitchen downctalirs and
tno bedraéma and & bathroom up ‘stairé. A nice festure avout
tiis cottage o .the porch Shich opens from the living rouma

A-gnmge' has been added to the Datoh Colonial houses This
garage 1o connected to "the ho{sse hy means ofl a porch which 13
open At eitlhey end., Simplicity in the lmndling oI btoth of theoune
noutes makes them imteresting and highly practicsl for an Iova
farm dites

Prederic Horae Guilford 1s the Architect who drew the yland
for the ﬁo:zsé at the top of this p'.l.ate.f The Datch Colonial was
desipned by Donald G Tarplede. | ¥nth housez may be found in the
danusry 1932 issne of The Amxerioan Home.
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Plate XiVII Two Hpuscs Ueglected from Illustrutive laterial that
sugpest Uhanges fox Improving an L Shnped Ions Farmhoucc.

The rool l1ine of an L shapcd Iows favmhouce might be ohanged
to conform with the Toof line of either of the two houses shown
on this plate. A boy window adds interest to one of theve honscd
which hae been given a dormey 10 permlt croud veniilation in
the bedrooma.

In the other nouse, two ong windosa have been placed in
thé part nhich oorredsonds t0 the bay window of the firet houze.
Theue tuc windora are located on the stair landing. Good propor=
* tion 18 found in this houde since thre ell which conteine the
dormeY id condiderably longe:'than the other eil.

The housc at the top of ¥late XXVII may be found on page
eighteen of Betier domes and Cardons for Pebrusyy 1935; Hurold
. Shlext is the architect. On papge tuenty~four of the May 1921
isaue of The 5mall Home may be found the csacnd house shosn on

thiv plate.
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B. General Discussion

It may ‘occur to the reader that ifmportant standardz of
design for both the exteriors and interiors of typical Iowa
farimhouses have been omitieds The selection of the ones given
was ade only after the literature read wasg thoroughly evalu~-
ated and 811 of the standards listed. By & ;rocess of elimina-
tion resulting from & count of the number of times each standsrd
was l1listed, the most impor tant ones as deteruined by the author
REY8 ChOuEN. |

To incorporate all the.hmpftant_standgrds into each plan
was i.poseible and, as always happens with anyone who attempts
eithexr building or remodeling, occasionally an inportant but
nprarentgj lesus desirable feature had to be sacrificed to ob-
tain the most essentisl thingu.

Econémy wus kept constantly in mind and minimum instecd
of maxinum improvezents were alnays considered. Xven though
eve;y change in all the planc meant that some money would have
to be expended, it 1is trae that these changes would mean less
expense than building & new house. While any cxpenditurc of
moriey for building purposes is practicslly inmpodulible until
a;ricultural econouic conditions improve, there iz no @oubt
that more intereut will be taken in the remodeling of the farm=~
house in the future. With this in mind, it is hoped that these
" druwings, which are not to take the vlace of architect's planu,

will serve as suggestionu for making typicul Iowa farmhousecs 7



more distinctive,.
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V COBRCLUSION3

As Suggestive Changes for the Improvement of Iowa
Farmhousea, | :

The s8quare house, the L ahaped_house, and the 8mall faro-
houze or tenént cottage are'typea of Iowa farmhousgeg whnich lend
themselves to reconditioning.

As agricultural conditions become atubilized it is hoped
that the farmer’s attention will be brought 1o the fact that
changes to improve the design and the convenience of hius duel-~
ling have not been in accordance with the progress that has
been made in ﬁi# cut-buildings. Once his attention is directed
to this fact und information concerning sulitable improvements
in the farmhouse is made available to him, nuch advancenent in
farnhouse plenning may be muade. It has been found that com-
paratively few and inexpenisive changes will improve ﬁhe Leauty
and usefulneus of the faruers' homes. These changes will tend
to make the homes asscs rather than liabilitics,

B, Important Standards of Deusign for the Exterior of
the Iowa Farmhouse,

a, Bxterioxr plan should indicate to vome depree the in-
terior arrangement.

be 3i.plicity rather than ornuteness zhould be emphasized.

c. Strength of structure should be expressed.

d. Openings should be placed to meet with atilitarian se~

quirenents and to rclute {to mags,
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€. Design principles s8hould be used.
C. Important Sta;ﬁ&rds of Deaign that relate to Con-
venience for the»Interior of the Iowa Farmhouse.
8, Xitchen should have cro3g ventilation and be locsted
at rear of house with view tomnard farm buildings.
b. Rear entrance hall should give eaéy accese to the ser—
vice area.
. Vash room Bhould be acccs:ible from rear entrance hall.
de Ventilated closet for wmork clothes should open into rear
entrance hall.
e. Downsiairs bedroom and office should open froa recy
entirance.
| f. Coat clouwet éhould oren into front hell.
ge Stairway shounld belloaated near .ervice area.
h. 3ide or rear porches sare preferable to front ones and
ghould be placed 8o that they willl not darzen the Interiorx.
i. living room should be located to wecure sunshine, ailr,
and the besat view.
Jo Bedrooms should have croads ventilaticn; double bedrooms
shouald have two clocets.

K. Linen c¢locet should be accesdzible :rom second floor hall.
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