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CHAPTER 1I. INTRODUCTION
Statement of Problem

The Tiananmen square incident, a violent confrontation
in 1989, was called by a press official of the People's
Republic of China (PRC) a "successful crackdown on a

counterrevolution and rebellion" (People's Daily June 4,

1989:1). A newspaper of the United States called it "Troops

attack and crush Beijing protest; thousands fight back,

’ T
scores are killed" (New York Times, June 4, 1989:1).. The
~— .

difference in these twé press reportéméﬁifhé”éhineéé
democracy movement lies in the interdependent relationship
between politics and news media. Moreover, it is evident
that the news media's political coverage from particular
countries--the PRC and the U.S.--can provide an assessment
of a'particular government's standing on certain issues.
What began as demonstrations by students demanding
greater democracy went on for more than six weeks in
Beijing's central Tiananmen square. It was played out in a
theater where the drama of a top-level power struggle within
theAChinese Communist Party (CCP) could be observed, and
ended when the authorities resorted to armed force to queil
the uprising. Because news reporting mirrors and intervenes

in relations of socio-political power, the June 1989 Beijing



massacre is well known by the world.

This study examines how Western news media reflected
the events in Tiananmen, and how the PRC press changed its
press motivation to join the criticism of the Communist
regime in Beijing while the PRC experienced a power vacuum
during the 1989 democracy movement.

“The concept of "press motivation" in this study is
defined as describing cohesive strategies for justifying
action or behavior, which are conscious responses to
behavior that is vulnerable to attack (C. Wright Mills,
cited in Schillinger, 1989:5). Motive has its utility in
synthesizing public opinion, promoting social harmony, and
justifying social control. Motives are hierarchically
ordered and operate at all levels of social relations.
There are no universal motives because implicit in the
concept of motive is challenge or opposition that elicits an
explicit response.

-ﬁ' According to Schillinger (1989), the press motivation
model addresses the dynamic and interactive nature of the
press systems. It includes three primary motives:
survival, ideology and market. Moreover, it is shaped by
social formation and may shift when confronted with newly
discovered phenomené. Mass media reflect not only the

perspectives of the powerful but also relations of social



power. When there arises a countervailing power that
challenges the status quo assumption, they cannot mirror the
dominant perspective as usual. Within this framework, the
media also actively construct realities which interact with,
or intervene in, social formation. ,

The PRC and the U.S. have fundamentally different press
motivations. The former is survival-motivated and utilizes
the press to support the leadership and strengthen the
resolve of people. The latter is market-motivated which

serves private_enterprise, protects -the public from

government, and is to be identified as a marketplace of

e

ideas and a»xg&shggg of government.

The Chinese democracy movement, however, marked a
decisive departure for journalism in the PRC. The PRC press
shifted its motivation from survival-motivated to market-

motivated when the journalists from the People's Daily, the

official Party newspaper, joined the march demanding greater
press freedom on May 4, 1989. The slogans of journalist-

demonstrators included "Don't force us to lie;" "We want to
tell the truth;" and "Demanding for press freedom;" etc;
Their yearning for press freedom indicated a deep
ambivalence regarding the media's role as handmaiden of the

Party. What journalists wanted most of all, it seems, was a

renegotiation of their relationship with the political



authorities that would insulate them from arbitrary
interference, let them exercise their professional
judgements and skills, and allow them to better serve the
public.

Nevertheless, after martial law was imposed on May 20,
and followed by the crackdown on June 3-4, 1989, the PRC
press reverted to its motive to serve the Central Communist
Party and maintain the survival of socialist China--the

People's Daily leadership replaced, with the army’'s chief

propagandist installed as chief editor; all news units
ordered to review and re-evaluate what they printed or
broadcast during the student movement.,/

This study is aimed at investigating newspaper coverage
relating to this democracy movement by two newspapers: the

People's Daily from the PRC and the New York Times from the

U.S. during the period from April 15 to June 30, 1989.

The purpose of this study is to analyze differences in
news content of newspapers of very different press
motivations. The question the researcher attempts to answer
is: "From April 15 to June 30, 1989, did the change in the
socio-political situation in the People's Republic of China
(PRC) significantly affect the content of news stories
relating to the democracy movement published by the People's

Daily and the New York Times either within newspapers or




between newspapers?" The question is broken down into three

research questions:
1) Did the content of news stories reiating to the

democracy movement published by the People's Daily

and the New York Times differ from each other?

2) Did the content of news stories relating to the

democracy movement published by the People's Daily

,digﬁgguyefdre and after,the imposition of martial
law on May 20, 19897
3) Did the content of news stories relating to the
democracy movement published by the New York Times
differ before and after the imposition of martial
law on May 20, 19897
The hypotheses developed focus on the news content and
theory application. The findings focus on the comparison of
the item length, the subject-matter, the actors presented,

the source of information, the type of item, and the

prominence of news display.
Newspaper Profile

Selection of the People's Daily

The People's Daily or Renmin Ribao in Chinese, is an

official, serious, quality newspaper in the Peopie’'s

Republic of Cchina. It boasts one of the world's largest



circulations of five million in 1989 (Chang, 1989:92). 1Its
editorials and commentaries are often relayed by Xinhua News
Agency, radio stations, TV stations and local papers.

The People's Daily is known as the PRC's most

influential newspaper since its establishment on June 15,
1948. From a political perspective, it is credited as the
organ of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist
Party. The paper plays the role between the Party and the
people, telling the people what the Party expects them to do
and reporting their views and wishes to Party leadership.

The editorials of the People's Daily have always been

interpreted as voicing the official viewpoint of the Central
Party and Chinese government. Over the years, they have
become more authoritative and more influential.

The People's Daily has a unique way of handling letters

to the editors. Butterfield (1982) and Chang (1989)
indicated that the paper receives an average of 2,100
letters per day. It then relays many of them to relevant
government departments, enterprises and institutions,
requesting them to respond. Over the years, the pages that
carry these letters have been the most interesting section
.and have been widely read (Chang, 1989:106).

The criticism of the People's Daily is that it

represents an example of the restricted newspaper of a



communist society. Its conservative political perspectives
reflect the operation of a medium in a communist political
system. Merrill and Fisher (1980) indicated that the

People's Daily is "one of the world's most unusual and

unorthodox dailies... It carries no divergent political
opinions, no court news, no crime news, no accounts of
illness among nationalbleaders, and no criticism of
government or party policies" (Merrill and Fisher,H1980:264).

Selection of the New York Times

The New York Times is one of the most prestigious

newspapers in the United States and it comes closest to the
claim of being nationally read (Merrill and Fisher, 1980).
The newspaper was founded in 1851. Over the years, it haé
been well-known for its excellent in-depth coverage of
national and international issues and political events. For
an important event, its accurate and comprehensive coverage
may extend to several pages, and will include all the main
texts and offer numerous sidecar stories. The New York
Times' long-established policy of actively encouraging
probing reporters and investigative reporting has lead to
thoroughness. The quality and completeness of the New York
Times' international coverage is directly traceahble to
eyewitness reporting by its large foreign staff. Besides,

the New York Times may be one of the few newspapers which




take all five major international wire services.

Organization of the Study

The material of this study is presented in six
chapters. Chapter I deals with the problem and purpose of

the study, and the reasons for selecting the People's Daiily

and the New York Times as the newspapers to be analyzed.

Chapter II deals with the historical background of the
People's Republic of China (PRC). It includes a review of
the events in Tiananmen square, the PRC press history during
political upheaval, and the relationship of the democracy
movement and the press performance in the PRC.

A specific press theory will be presented in Chapter
ITI. 1In addition, some related studies concerning the
changing press performance in the PRC will aliso be
discussed.

Chapter IV contains a discussion of the methodology and
the hypotheses to be tested. Chapter V contains the
findings and discussion of the present study.

Finally, Chapter VI contains the summary of this study;
lists the conclusions resulting from the study and general
comments made by the researcher. Several suggestions for

further researches are also included.



CHAPTER II. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Review of the 1989 Chinese Democracy Movement

The Chinese democracy movement in 1989, or Tiananmen
incident, can be roughly divided intoc three stages. From
April 15 to April 26 is the first stage, in which student
protests broke out to mourn the death of former Party
Secretary-General Hu Yaobang. Student petitions for freedom
and government accountability were first ignored and finally

denounced as a "disturbance" (People's Daily, April 26,

1989:1).

In the second stage, from April 27 to May 19, the
stﬁdents sought to exonerate the movement as peaceful and
patriotic as well as to demand a dialogue on equal footing
with government leaders. An estimated 1,000 foreign
reporters who were in Beijing to cover Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev's summit visit on May 15 helped dramatize
the event. Furious at the government's decision to turn a
deaf ear to their demands, students went on a hunger strike
and earned widespread public sympathy. The government
machinery came to a standstill, as Party Secretary-General
Zhao Ziyang and Premier Li Peng competed for control.

The third stage began with the imposition of martial‘

law on May 20 and ended with the massacre on June 4, 1989.
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Premier Li imposed martial law in Beijing on May 20,
claiming that "a very small band of people" were conspiring
to overthrow the Communist Party and socialism (People's
Daily, May 20, 1989:1). The students vowed to fight to the
end, while the crowd barred army entry into Tiananmen sgquare
with walls made up of trucks, buses, and their own bodies.
Satellite tranémission was disconnected, then briefly
resumed, and halted again in this stage. The troops and
tanks forced their way into Tiananmen sgquare in the late
hours of June 3, massacring an estimated 2,000-3,000 people.
Premier Li said the incident ended in "victory" (People's
Daily, June 4, 1989:1). Yuan Mu, the government spokesman,

said only 23 of the 300 dead were students (People's Daily,

June 13, 1989:1).
Contemporary PRC's Politics vs Press Performance

According to Starck and Xu (1989), the literature about
the press in the People's Republic of China (or PRC) is
really thin. Because of rapid changes in the PRC, anything
written in the PRC after 1949 has tended to become dated
quickly; much of the work has been cast in a non-critical
light (Stérck and Xu, 1988:4). Historically, four eras of
the modern press in PRC can be identified:

The first era began in 1921 when the Communist Party



11

was established and ended in 1949 when Mao Zedong declared
the establishment of the People's Republic of China. The
press was seen as a means of mobilizing people for
revolution. During this era, mass media came to be an
integral component of the Party's management system. The
impact of the press in influencing public opinion and
winning people over was strikingly felt during those twenty-
eight years of civil strife.

The second era was from 1949 to 1960 in which the PRC
was seen tilting towards the Soviet Union. The primary
purpose of the media was to publicize party policies and
direct people toward the socialist cause. In the "Great
Leap Forward" period (1958-60), the media were thoroughly
mobilized to promote ﬁhis socio-political movement. Western
influences were banned in this era and the most popular
topics were politics and ideology. The main propaganda
themes glorified the military--the soldier's role in
national development.

The third era was from 1965 to 1976, the Cultural
Revolution era. It was perhaps the "dark age" of PRC
journalism. All the intellectuals were mobilized to support
the new party line of self-sufficiency and international
destiny. Because Mao charged that the PRC's main enemies

were inside the Communist Party, he urged class struggle and
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campaigns to "educate" the masses along the party line. The
' press was characterized by Party monopolf, single minded
expressions of opinion, politics to the extreme and personal
cultism of Mao. 1In this era, media seemed to have only one
voice and became the parrot of the central party organ.

The fourth era was from 1976 to 1989, the era of the
PRC's open door policy and sweeping reforms. During this
period, the number of mass media has proliferated. The
communication sectors have included films, books, videos,
advertising and public relations, e.g., half.of PRC's 1,776
registered newspapers have been established since 1980.

The growth coincides with the government's modernization
program: agriculture, industry, science and technology, and
national defense. The-purposeyof the press was to serve the
nation's policy of modernization as well as to uphold the
PRC Communist Party's four cardinal principles:‘ Socialism;
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism; leadership of the pgrty; and

dictatorship of the proletariat.
Relations of the Democracy Movement and the Press in the PRC

From 1949 to 1989, the PRC experienced three important
periods of the democracy movement. The first period was the
"Ming-Fang" movement (Hundred Flower movement) in 1956. By

the summer of 1956, a significant number of intellectuals
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began to express the criticism of the evils of bureaucracy
and heavj hands of Party bureaucrats. Socialist realism was
attacked as '"cheap optimism" (Hamrin, 1987:122). Calls were
heard for the revival of nineteenth century Western realism
to expose rather than hide real social conditions and the
economic hardships of the masses. The Party itself was
criticized for having disregarded the humanitarian ideas of
Marxism. As a consequence, the PRC government began the
"Anti-rightists" campaign to "re-educate" students, workers
and citizens.-

The second period was from 1966 to 1976 which included
the "Lee Yije Tazebao" in 1970 and "Democracy Movement" in
1976. The protesters gathered in Tiananmen square to mourn
the death of Premier Zhou En-lai and demand democracy. The
protesters in Tiananmen square began using a print medium:
Tazebao to promote their ideas. Tazebao was a poster. Hand
written letters announced events among demonstrators; they
were always posted on the wall on the west side of Tiananmen
square. People spoke of this wall as "Democracy Wall." BAas
the result of this movement, Deng Xiaoping and other high
level officials were toppled in 1976 because of their
support of the protesters.

The third period began in 1979 and continued to 1989.

The main activities included the "Peking Spring" in 1979,
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the student movement in 1987 and the democracy movement in
1989. The ideals of Peking Spring called for: '"Democracy:
as the fifth modernization." Many underground articles and
Tazebao were used to propose the movement. However, as a
consequence, the demonstrators were arrested and most of
them were sentenced to from ten to twenty years in prison.

The student movement in 1987, which demanded political
reform, was very different from that of the Democracy Wall
movement. The members were the young generation after the
Cultural Revolution who had been exposed to modern
technology and non-communist thoughts. They got help from
the underground publications to print articles and their
Tazebao were written by computer printers (Mann, 1987:12).
The conservative reaction from the government was to close
down local publications. Several high level officials
including Hu Yaobang were toppled for their "mistakes" in
dealing with students in 1987.

Hu Yaobang, the General Secretary of PRC Communist
Party, leader of the political reform movement, and the
heir-apparent to Deng Xiaoping, died on April 15, 1989. His
death incited the student demonstrations for democracy.
Seven reform points, including the demand for press freedom,
were proposed by students in their dialogue with the

national government. The rejection by the PRC government
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finally aggravated the conflict.

To examine the relationship between the press coverage
and the student movement, it is clear that the PRC press
played different roles in the demonstration period.and in
the crackdown period.-§Some scholars believe that press
systems reflect the values of the political and ecgnpmic
systems of the nation within which they operatei(siebert efa\\

//\ﬁm_ik__,__,...,.__‘_ L - o e
Kal., 1963; McQuail, 1987; Hachten, 1987; schillinger, 1989).

\\ e SR D s o -

This study applied é&hiliihéef;s dynamic thebry to examine
the changes in press performance by comparing two
newspapers' content of news stories relating to the
democracy movement during a same time. More discussions on
press concepts, motives, and how they are applied to the

study will be presented in later chapters./
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CHAPTER I1I. LITERATURE REVIEW

Press Theories and Designated Roles in Society

The links between the mass media and society can be
fashioned in several ways. The media are constrained by
domestic political and social pressures and by the
expectations of their audiences and thus, while reflecting
national interests, can sometimes be made to actively serve
dther, more powerful, actors and institutions (McQuail,
1987). The media can also act merely as mediators between
the ordinary members of society and the inaccessible world
of events. Whatever the function of the media, they are
necessary to the continuity of modern social systems relying
heavily on information. .

In the 1920s, Walter Lippﬁan deédribed the role of the
press as providing readers with a view of the "unseen
environment" (Lippman, 1922). For most, social reality is
filtered, to some extent, through newspaper, television, or
radio. Yet the world views propagated by the newspapers of
different press systems are often very different. These
differences are important in that they illustrate how
newspapers generally'reflect the political-economic systems
in which they operate.

In the 1950s-~-the midst of the cold war--three American



17

scholars developed a typology of the world's press systems.
This typology employs four mutually exclusive theoretical
types by which press systems in various nations may be
categorized: authoritarian, libertarian, Soviet communist,
and social responsibility (Siebert, Peterson, and Schramm,

1963). Authoritarian theory justifies censorship and

punishment for deviation from externally set guidelines
likely applicable to political or ideological matters.

Libertarian theory separates the press from official control

and is now widely regarded as the main legitimating principle

for the mass media in liberal democracies. Soviet communist

theory defines the press as serving governmental interests,
supporting social movements towards communism, and minimizing
political conflict. The major impetus of Social

’

respongibility theory is the belief that the free market

fails to fulfill the promise of press freedom or to deliver
the expected benefits to society. Hence, this theory holds
that the press has certain obligations to society. The media
should not themselves be involved in criminal activities,
should avoid focusing on crime and violence, and should
reflect the diversity of society (Siebert et al., 1963).
These theories describe four model press systems.
Press systems found among most nations, however, tend to be

eclectic and thus not easily categorized (Haque, 1986). To
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broaden and update the applications of the four theories,
William Hachten expanded the original typology to encompass
five: authoritarian, Western, communist, revolutionary, and
developmental (Hachten, 1987). His concepts are less
clearly delineated and suggest some overlaps. He proposed
that "all press systems exist somewhere along a continuum
from complete control at one end to no controls at the
other" (Hachten, 1987:16).

Denis McQuail was of Hachten's opinion and proposed the
idea of "Normative Theories" implying what the press "should
be" (McQuail, 1987). He expanded Hachten's model to include
the following types: authoritarian, free press, social
responsibility, Soviet media, devel opment media, and
democratic-participant media theory. The most important
contributions of Hachten and McQuail, according to
Schillinger (1989), are a broader definition of the western
press concept and the creation of a framework describing

press systems in developing countries.
Dynamic Characteristics of the Press

The classical press typologists mentioned earlier
expended great effort fitting the ever-proliferating world
press-systems into the categories they had developed.

Schillinger, however, argued that press theory should not
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merely describe, but also explain and predict by providing a
‘model addressing the questions "Why?" and "What will it be?"
(Schillinger, 1989:3). Over the years, classical press
theories have been unable to reflect and explain the dynamic
characferistics of the press in many reformed communist
countries and developing countries.

The dynamic nature of press performance was first
hypothesized by Stevenson and Shaw (1984). In their article
"Leaders and Conflict in the News in 'Stable' vs 'Pluralistic'
Political Systems," they contrasted two kinds of foreign-
affairs news coverage: that in newspapers from countries
having adopted a relatively "pluralistic" approach to
internal political freedom and that in countries having
developed a more "stable" approach to freedom.

As a result of this study, Stevenson and Shaw proposed
a three-circled press-performance model of government,
press, and public. They suggested that in "free" or
"plural"” press systems, government and press independently
serve the public (Figure 1).

Govey ress

Public

Figure 1. Model of press-government-public relationship
(in Stevenson and Shaw, 1984:139)
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The government communicates directly with the citizens,
and the public speaks back with meaningful votes.
Therefore, the press is the main avenue of information, and
even official information flows through it. Press and
public:officials are constantly determining the "proper"
agenda of issues (Stevenson and Shaw, 1984).

On the other hand, if the press identifies with
government interest, the circles of government and press
overlap, as in a "not free" or "stable" press system.
Complete overlap eliminates the press as a source of
independent observation. In other words, the government
provides the only voice of the press, and public ability to
speak back is diminished or extinguished (Stevenson and
Shaw, 1984). According to Stevenson and Shaw (1984), the
degree of overlap varies geographically, as well as
temporally. In times of internal tension or international
threat, the circles move closer together, whereas in less

tense times, they may drift apart.
Dynamic Theory of World Press Motivation

As an illustration of Stevenson and Shaw's model,
Schillinger developed a press theory to aid in the analysis
of past and present press performances. Her "dynamic

motivation of world press theory" proposes that all nations
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and their press systems are concerned with three primary
motivational concepts: survival, ideology, and market.
These concepts are hierarchically ordered: survival is the
most basic, but when survival is not threatened, either of
the other motives assumes priority. The three motives can
be visualized as points on a triangle, inside of which is a
dot representing the government and press system of a
certain country. The dot may be located at various

distances from the three points (Figure 2).

survival

Ideology Market

Figure 2. Model of dynamic press theory
(Schillinger, 1989:12)

The dynamié theory locates press systems within a
motivational model.\V According to Schillinger, every
government and press system is determined by and is an
expression of these three primary motives. No national
?ress system, however, is driven by a single primary motive
only; rather, all systems exhibit characteristics of at
least two and frequently of all three motives (Schillinger,

1989).



22

Survival-motivated characteristics

With survival-motivated characteristics, pre- and post-
censorship may be exercised by the state, accompanied by
self-censorship by the media. Information prepared and
provided by the state makes up a substantial proportion of
press content. The state can close down press
organizations, jail and punish editors and journalists, and
confiscate publications. Reporting on entertainment and art
is generally discouraged by the government, which is
primarily concerned with the topic of survival. The
government controls the entry and access of foreign
journalists and can legally order their expulsion,
detainment, and imprisonment (Schillinger, 1989).

Ideology-motivated characteristics

When ideologically-motivated, the press is charged with
propagating and popularizing the state's ideology by
supporting the actions of ideological leaders and their
political agents. News, under this system, is the
information propagating and illustrating the benefits of the
chosen ideology. Local mass media are controlled as tightly
as national media. 1Individual utilization of mass media, as
well as advertising, art, and entertainment are highly
monitored. Media fare provided by countries not subscribing

to the chosen ideoclogy is generally forbidden.
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The leadership controls the entry and access of foreign
journalists and is legally authorized to order expulsion,
detainment, and imprisonment (Schillinger, 1989).

Market-motivated characteristics

Information emphasizing the unusual and exceptional is
highly marketable and is represented in a market-motivated
press. Under this system, advertising contributes the major
revenues and profits, which are supplemented by direct sales
of media products. The market and media owners determine
content according to advertising revenues, audience
preference, and their own judgment. Government control of
the domestic press is limited to legal protection against
libel. All media, both domestic and foreign, are viewed as
products to be sold. sSimply put, marketability determines
the selection of media content (Schillinger, 1989).

Based on Schillinger's model, press performances in the
People's Republic of China (PRC) and in the United State}i'5

exhibit different basic motivations.

The PRC press and the dynamic theory

Schillinger applied Maslow's hierarchy of needs o
(Maslow, 1957), with survival being comparable to
physiological needs, and with ideology and market relating
to the higher¥1eve1 needs of individuals or nations.

The Chinese Communist Party began to rule China in



24

1949. From 1949 to 1965, the motivation of the PRC press
can be categorized as being survival-dominated. Because the
national goal was to ensure the survival of a socialist
country, the media were the government's partners in
strengthening the resolve and morale of the people.

During the time of the Cultural Revolution (1966-76),
the motivatioh of the PRC press can be better categorized as
ideology-dominated. Ali national activities, such as class
struggles and political campaigns, QEEEMQEElgngd\EQHeducate
the masses-in _socialism, along Communist Party lines. The
Cultural Revolution achieved its purpose of reinforcing the
political ideology of Party leadership by isolating China
from the rest of the world.

In the ten-year reform policy period (1979-89), the
motivation of the PRC press was survival-dominated. But in
Schillinger's model, thg/ggp representing press performance

fell somewhere between survival and market. Because of the

policies of reform, the PRC press underwent changes in
content, news writing, and audience awareness. The domestic
press became somewhat outspoken; privately owned media were
legalized, along with paid advertising and foreign-media
broadcasts into and out of the country. These facts point
to a combination of market and survival motivations in PRC

press performance during that decade.
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-Student demonstrations in 1989 brought press ggggr@
into the apex of the market motive. These strong demands
for press freedom may have been the most important stage in
PRC journalism history (Ruan, 1989). The press, however,
clearly exhibited survival-dominated motivation after the
Beijing massacre, when itlagain became a propaganda tool of
the government. The Tiananmen crackdown on the domestic and
foreign press and the imposition of martial law showed that
the government's primary motive was the survival of the
existing power structure. There was not enough evidence to
show that the PRC press reverted to an ideologically-
dominated motivation: because the foreign media continued
reporting on the Tiananmen incident, the PRC couldn't
isolate itself from the world for the sake of maintaining
the slogans of communist ideology (Ruan, 1989).

The U.S. press and the dynamic theory

According to Schillinger, the United States is
recognized as the leader of the capitalist world, and its
press system occupies a point on the triangle of motives
closest to the;gﬁfksf\extreme because press organizations
are privately ﬁwned andgprofits motivate press behavior
(Schillinger, 1989:25). In addition, Schillinger indicated

that American press and society have come to place

increasing value on fairness, objectivity, accuracy,
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compassion, completeness, and responsibility to society
(Schillinger, 1989). This pﬁilosophy mitigates and
humanizes the market-driven press performance.

Although market-dominated, the U.S. press system is
influenced by iﬁgglggiggl\potives that mitigate its market-
oriented behavior. Thus, it subscribes to fairness
doctrines and to anti-discrimination philosophies. For
instance, the U.S. government partially funds the Public
Television System, which is intended to serve an audience
whose tastes are not satisfied by market-oriented television
organizations. In these and similar ways, U. S. press
behavior is both ideological and market motivated, though
the latter dominates.

In the United States, situations occasionally arise in
which survival becomes a primary motive (Schillinger, 1989).
Such aberrations are usually created in response to military
threat. In these cases, survival-motivated vocabulary might

be employed to justify government policies.
Characteristics of the Communication System in the PRC

Understanding the PRC's communication system is the
first step towards assessing the role of communication
there. Since 1949, the communication revolution in the PRC

has played a major role in the broader process of political,



27

economic, and cultural change that has profoundly altered
the nature of Chinese society (Chu, 1979).

Throughout many years of practice, the PRC Communist
Party developed its own theories on Party journalism. At a
symposium held in Changsha in 1983, the central doctrine of
these theories was summarized as "a strong Party spirit"
(Chang, 1989). The symposiﬁm developed the following
objectives for its theories: the people's whole-hearted
éervice through the scientific approach of seeking truth
from facts; journalism following the objectives of the Party
Central Committee and propagating the Party's guidelines and
policies; newspapers run by the Party and the people;
steadfast discipline; and obedience to Party leadership.

According to Bishop (1989), the Chinese communication
system is primarily a personal, even face-to-face, system.
The media play the role of "long range artillery" (Wilbur
Schramm, 1964:127), but the people have of necessity built
up their own network of Xiaodao Xiaoxi (road-side news).
The people must know what the government wishes them to
know; but before risking a career or even a life on such
news they verify it through personal sources (Biéhop,
1989:94).

Bishop indicated that the first interest of PRC

audiences is their own security. Following this concern are
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concerns about individuals and groups, amusement, fantasy,
escapism, or passing time. Bishop explained why their own

security is the first interest of the Chinese people:

o

In China's turbulent sea, safety overwhelms other
concerns. Chinese history is fraught with war, and
the common people have been consistent losers. Even
today in the relative calm of the post-Cultural
Revolution, waves of "liberalism" are followed by harsh
reaction. Today's hero may be tomorrow's revisionist;
. it pays to be informed (Bishop, 1989:105).

In\gbﬁﬁéfi36ﬁ'ﬁi£h intérpersonal communication, the
mass media play a different role in the PRC'Q communication
system. In 1943, the importance of the mass media to the
country was first spelled out by Mao Zedong, who stated, "We
should go to the masses and learn from them...then do
propaganda among the masses, and call upon them to put these
principles and methods into practice so as to solve their
problems"{(Mgé Zedong, cited in Chu, 1979:57).

Since :ﬁgzmaé§jw£hé“stfategy of'dfganizing‘and
mobilizing the people by mass communication has been
followed in the PRC. By initiating two-way communication,
the Party leadership expects to learn from the masses and to
then reorganize their experiences into new programs of
socialist re-construction (Chu, 1979).

Over the last three decades, however, another function

of mass media in the PRC has become prominent. This other
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function is the use of the media as an instrument of
political power struggle, a function that has been expanding
with the growth of the Party (Chu, 1979).

The structure and content of PRC's mass media can
be understood in the perspectives of four functions:
mobilization, information, power struggle, and
ideological reform. To carry out these functions, the
Party leadership has developed an extensive mass
communication system in which the various media-the New
China Agency (Xinhua), the People's Daily, the Party
magazine Red Flag, the provincial newspaper, radio, and
television-deliver essentially the same official
messages. They are supervised by the Department of
Propaganda under the Party's Central Committee and, for
the provincial media, through the Party's provincial
committees. In practice, the operation of these media
reflects a brand of investigative reporting with a one-
sided perspective (Chu, 1979:58-59).

Luter and Richstad made the same observation. They
perceived that mainland China's mass communications system
was patterned and controlled strictly by the Communist
Party. According to Luter and Richstad, the primary
function of the media is to guide the nation's people in
such a way as to make their thoughts and actions conform to
the Party's policies and goals (Luter and Richstad, 1983).

Accordingly, news in Communist China has its own
characteristics. Instead of a cumulative record of current
history or a necessarily timely, objective, accurate, and

truthful account of public events, news in Communist China

is an ongoing report of the socializing process, information
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that is at the same time used to build socialism (Liu,
1983). Factual information plays its part as long as it
bolsters the correct viewpoint. The final products of this
concept of news as indoctrination coming before information

and de-emphasis of human interest (Liu, 1983).
Western Media and the PRC's Self-interpretation

Since 1980,'the PRC's pursuit of modernization under
Deng Xiaoping, although seriously set back by the Tiananmen
incident, has helped the PRC establish normal relations with
the rest of the world and thus open its door to foreign
technologies, trade, and business--as well as news and
entertainment. The government has used the media to inform
people of its new economic priorities and thus to promote
modernization.

Since the PRC has looked towards the West for its
models of modernization, Western views of China have been
important for China's self-image, as well as for China's
international image. But there is as much miscommunication
as communication between China and the West. Some of the
problem is attributable to the different political
ideologies of PRC and the Western countries, but most of it
is attributable to clashing centricities (Chu, 1952).

In the PRC, as the experience of the past thirty years
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has shown, the.press continues to be at the mercy of whoever
is in power. Chu believed, however, that the press of the
PRC has similarities to the presses of the West, especially
in terms of its contribution to system maintenance (Chu,

1982). He further explained:

It alone makes such decisions independentiy as to
whom, what, when and how to criticize, only subject to
spontaneous clashes of social forces. Few
institutional restraints other than those from the
press organization itself are imposed on its operation.
The self-righting process is the key to the balance.

In contradiction, the press in Communist China is not
only ideologically conceived as capable of performing
this social control function, but also institutionally
assigned to perform it under the leadership and
supervision of the Communist Party. Thus, press
criticism and self-criticism in a Communist country is
a social mechanism under tight harness. To what extent
the press operates depends not on the press itself but
on the dominate power in the Party (Chu, 1982:19).

In its campaign for modernization, the PRC government
decided to use the mass media to disseminate information
from the West. This decision, however, resulted in
unanticipated and undesirable consequences to the PRC
government. Koo wrote prophetically of these consequences:

A major task facing the communist administration
in China is to control the expected explosion of
information coming from the West. If it is not
controlled and/or interpreted, the information

explosion could lead to a political explosion (Koo,
1981:22).
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Koo was not alone in this opinion. A senior minister
of the Chinese government openly admitted in an article in

the People's Daily that the government of China was worrying

about the loss of faith in communism among the people
because more and more were yearning for everything in

capitalism:

Recently, in our society, people have contended
that socialism is worse than capitalism; everything
concerning socialism is bad while everything in
capitalism is good (Sing Tao Jih Pao, June 17, 1980,
cited in Koo, 1981:22).

Thus, Koo's concern about this trend was not without
reason. In his view, "China appeared to have a hard choice:
either adopt Western sciences and technologies and accept
certain undesired consequences, or close itself off again”
(Koo, 1981:23).

Another view on PRC's open door policy was that of
Womack, who was concerned with the dilemma of the PRC's
internationalism. According to Womack, the problem of
national identity and international openness in the PRC was
a socio-structural process resulting from socio-political
changes (Womack, 1989). He compared the relations between
national identity and modernity of the PRC with that of the

United States.
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The United States is a new, frontier country
which has always prized innovation; for China,the most
successful traditional civilization, modernity has been
defined as an "other," both threatening and admired.
China's traditional centricity was discredited and
abandoned; American centricity has not yet been forced
to be self-critical. China's new centricity was
founded by a revolutionary party, with the media as its
disciplined voice; American centricity evolved on the
basis of generally shared assumptions about its role in
the world, assumptions which set the default stereotype
for its media. Both American and Chinese communist
centricities have proven strong enough to exclude the
other in the past, but it is unclear whether either can
do so in the future (Womack, 1989:19).

Press Reform in China

As discussed earlier, in the PRC, the press is an

instrument of the Communist Party and a vital cog in the

machinery of government. Changes in the press system are

taking place, brought about mainly by the realization that

economic development and modernization cannot continue to

move forward without corresponding changes in other social

sectors, including the press (Starck and Xu, 1988).

Starck and Xu pointed out that there are two approaches

to promoting press reform in the PRC. One advocates that

the basic system and role of the press should be altered and

thus involves redefining Chinese press theory whereas the

other calls for relatively modest adjustments in the press'

present operation through changes in content, news writing,

and presentation. Regardless of the approach taken,
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the question will arise as to whether an open economic
system can exist in a closed press system (Starck and Xu,
1988). | |

In.the PRC, the democracy movement brought press reform
into a new stage. Accdrding to Yuan, there were three days
of press freedom during the student demonstrations: May 17-
19 (Yuan, 1989). Yuan observed that many news stories and
pictures about student demonstrations and demands were
presented as the major stories in local and official media
during these three days. Reporting echoed voices of Party
leaders after the imposition of martial law on May 20,
however (Yuan, 1989).

As events surrounding the Tiananﬁen-square incident
illustrated, participation, as well as observation, can be a
key element for the media audience. One will never be
certain how decisively the reflection of this incident in
Western media influenced the Chinese old guard's sense of
crisis, but probably the American highlighting of China's
political vulnerabilities had an effect.

This study is concerned mainly with the press
performance of the PRC and the U.S. during 1989 Chinese
democracy movement. Three broad research questions were
drawn up by which to compare the Chinese democracy movement

news coverage by the People's Daily and the New York Times:
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CHAPTER IV. METHODOLOGY
Content Analysis

Because the purpose of this study is to investigate
newspaper coverage of the PRC democracy movement in 1989,
content analysis seems to be the most appropriate method to
employ. Such an analysis is defined by Carney as "any
technique for making inferences by objectively and
systematically identified characteristics of message" (Carney,
1972:5). Similarly, Berelson defines content analysis as "a
research technique for the objective, systematic and
quantitative description of the manifest content of
communication" (Berelson, 1952:18).

Objectivity stipulates that each step in this study
follows clearly formulated rules. Systematic approach will
involve the consistent application of these rules to the
inclusion and exclusion of content or categories.
Quantitativeness will require an average measure of
significant differences between news contents. Proponents of
manifest content stipulate that only those items appearing
explicitly in the material can be coded (Holsti, 1969:13).

Holsti presents three conditions under which content
analysis is an especially appropriate research method:

1) cases in which data accessibility is a problem and in which
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an investigator's data are limited to documentary evidence; 2)
cases in which, given certain theoretical components of the
data themselves, the subject's own language is crucial to the
investigation; and 3) cases in which the volume of material to
be examined exceeds the investigator's ability to undertake
the research by him or herself (Holsti, 1969:15-18). Since
all of these conditions apply to the situation at hand, it

is clearly appropriate to employ content analysis as the

method of inquiry.
Investigation

This study deals with two newspapers' coverage of the
1989 Chinese democracy movement from April 15 to June 30,
1989. To analyze the differences of content during the

period mentioned, the researcher chose the People's Daily of

e

level, and the New York Times of the U.S. as the case of a

press at the ggzggz;mggiygggd\lgyel. For research purposes,
the three-month period was divided into two stages--April 15
to May 19 and May 20 to June 30--because the martial law
imposed in the PRC on May 20 incited intensive social

change. The city edition of the New York Times and the home

edition of the People's Daily (as opposed to its overseas

edition) were selected for comparison. The New York Times
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has an average of seventy pages with the size of 283.50

square inches per page; the People's Daily has an average of

six pages with the size of 244.24 square inches per page.
This study examined news stories, articles, and
editorials only if they met certain selection criteria.
Variables studied included: space allotted stories devoted
to the topic, subjects and actors mainly presented, types of
items used, news source or filing agency providing the

information, and prominence of news display.

Research Approach

As stated in Chapter I, the question the researcher
attempted to answer was "From April 15 to June 30, did the
change in the socio-political situation in the People's
Republic of China (PRC) significantly affect the content of
news stories relating to the democracy movement published by

the People's Daily and the New York Times either within

newspapers or between newspapers?" This question was broken
down into three research questions and hypotheses:

Research question 1. Did the content of news stories
relating to the democracy movement published by the
People's Daily and the New York Times differ from each
other?

Hypothesis 1. Differences in the content of the People's
Daily and the New York Times can be found in terms of
a) item length; b) subject-matter; c) actors presented;
d) source of information; e) type of item; and £f)
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prominence of news display.

Research question 2. Did the content of news stories
relating to the democracy movement published by the
People's Daily differ before and after May 20, 19897

Hypothesis 2. Before and after May 20, 1989, there are
differences in the news content of the People's Daily
in terms of a) item length; b) subject-matter; c)
actors presented; d) source of information; e) type of
item; and f£f) prominence of news display.

Research question 3. Did the content of news stories
relating to the democracy movement published by the New
York Times differ before and after May 20, 19897

Hypothesis 3. Before and after May 20, 1989, there are
differences in news content of the New York Times in
terms of a) item length; b) subject-matter; c¢) actors
presented; d) source of information; e) type of item;
and £) prominence of news display.

Method

Population and sample size

The population of this study was two newspapers: the

People's Daily of the People's Republic of China and the New

York Times of the United States. The researcher examined

every issue published from April 15 to June 30, 1989, to
select all the articles and editorials pertaining to the PRC
democracy movement. From these, all substantive items were
analyzed. Because this study used every issue during a
three-month period, the sample size was the population.
There was a total of 154 issues and 675 articles related to

the PRC democracy movement: 319 articles from the New York
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Times and 356 from the People's Daily.

Unit of analysis

The unit of analysis was two newspapers' content items
from April 15 to June 30 and devoted to the democracy
movement of the People's Republic of China. A content item
is either an article with its own headline or a captioned
photograph standing alone. An article comprising several
subheadlines containing different stories was counted, at

most, as three items.
Categories of Analysis

A number of variables were considered as categories in
evaluating each article. These variables concerned item
length, subject-matter, actors presented, sources of
information, type of item, and prominence of news display.

Item length

This variable concerns the length of the items which
was measured in square inches. The space of the headline,
subhead, bylines, text, and pictorial items (either
illustrations or cartoons under the same headline) were all
measured and converted into square inches.

Subject-matter

Subject-matter was the main topic of the story or

article. Seven subject-matter categories most relevant to
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the PRC democracy movement are developed. When there was

more than one subject in a story, no more than three were

recorded.

1.

Politics: This category included stories or
pictures about the activities, decisions,
proposals, ceremonies, and funerals of political
leaders, government officials, and other
politician; administration affairs; martial law;
internal political Struggles; election campaigns;
changes of government leadership; legislation;
diplomacy; and government reaction to social
events.

Military/crackdown/disturbance: This category
included stories or pictures concerning violence,
suppression or crackdown, armed conflict, defense,
military force, war, armament, boundaries,
territorial issues, bombing, coups, military
training, troops, soldiers, military organization,
military agreement, and military affair.
Individual safety/health/death: This category
included stories or pictures about the killed,
wounded, slaughter, individual fears, anxieties,
insecurities; suicides; accidents; medical care;

unofficial funerals, and any act against or
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in support of human safety.

Crime/communism: This category included

stories or pictures concerning trials, arrests
and sentencing; legal disputes and legal
doctrines; legislation or activities of police;
and any unlawful act. The ideology of communism
referred to stories or pictures dealing with the
national ideology of development; defense of
socialism, Marxism, or Maoism; the socio-political
system; criticisms of democracy and capitalism;
and any item generally related to communism.
Demonstration/request/strike: This category
included stories or pictures concerning
demonstrations or protests anywhere in the PRC,
Taiwan, Hong Kong, the United States, or other
countries; the requests of demonstrators;
unofficial meetings or organizations;
anti-government organizations; dialogues or
meetings between demonstrators and government
officials; criticism of government officials;
internal conflicts among demonstrators; Tatsbao
posting and slogan. Strike news included stories
or pictures about strikes in general, hunger

strikes, cutting class, labor strikes, and ail
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other strike-items related.

6. Democracy/reform: This category included stories
or pictures about democracy and other people's
concerns; socio-political changes; political
reform; discontent with the current communist
system; and all items about requests for political
reform or democracy. It also included stories or
pictures dealing with freedom in general,
publishing or posting underground articles
restrictions of freedom, and all items related to
bans on freedom or human rights.

7. Other: When no other label fitted an item, this
category was applied.

Actors presented

Actors are the main focus of news stories. BAccording
to sStevenson and Shaw (1984), main actors are subjects of
the story; they can be individuals, groups, or other
entities doing things or being affected by events. They are
essential to the story as much as if they are omitted; the
substance of the story would change. Seven actors were
developed for this category. When there was more than one
actor in a story, no more than three were recorded.

1. PRC officials/military/police/Party: This

category concerned PRC officials, their
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activities, or their announcements. Under the

current political administrative system, all
officials, military personnel,-and police
(People's Police) belong to the PRC Communist
Party.

Opposition leaders but not students: This
category concerned political dissidents from
universities, factories, unofficial institutiomns,
and elsewhere who supported the democracy movement
but were not students.

Students: This category included student leaders
and students generally in the democracy movement.
It also included overseas Chinese students or
students from other places in the PRC.

Foreign official/government reaction: This
category included non-Chinese officials,
representatives, leaders or governments' reactions
towards the Chinese democracy movement.
Journalists/editors/writers: This category
included the newsworkers, reporters, foreign
correspondents, editors, writers, and other people
working for the mass media in the PRC or abroad.
Citizens/laboreré: This category included Beijing

residents, foreigners, and citizens or workers



45

from other places in the PRC.

7. Other: This category included actors of stories
which not fall into other categories.

Source of information

This variable referred to the news source providing the
original information for the stories or the filing agencies,
each of which was credited to one of six different sources.

1. The official government news agencies of the FPRC

and the U.S.

2. Unofficial PRC organizations.

3. The newspapers' own staffs or correspondents.

4., International sources other than the PRC or the

U.s.
5. Private or individual sources.,.
6. Others/unclear or unattributed.

Type of item

All items presented in the newspaper were placed in one
of the foilowing six categories:
1. Reports of events: News stories dealing with
an event or situation having significance,
interest, or both, in the past or future.
2. Feature story: A creative, subjective articie
designed primarily to entertain and inform readers

of an event, situation, or aspect of iife.
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3. BAnalysis/Essay: Background or interpretation of
an event or situation.

4, Editorial: Articles describihg the newspapers' or
editors' attitudes and viewpoints towards events
or situations. They might be printed in
commentaries or in opinion columns.

5. Letters to editors/officials: Readers' opinions
about events or situations, or letters to
government officials presented publicly.

6. Other.

Prominence of news display

Four categories were developed to describe the place
where stories were presented:

1. Front page above fold.

3. Inside pages above fold.

4. Inside pages below fold.

Measurement

The ngwspapers' quantitative coverage of all categories
was measured in total square inches of stories carried by
each newspaper. To determine the number of square inches
allotted a story, the space of the headline, subheads,
bYlines, text, and pictorial items were all measured and

converted into square inches.
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In the New York Times, there were six standard column

inches per page, and each column was 2.25 inches in width
and 21 inches in length. The square inches of a story were
obtained by measuring the length of each column with a
ruler, adding the total, and then multiplying by 2.25. 1In
total, there were 283.50 square inches per page published by

the New York Times.

The People's Daily did not have any standard column or

row. To convert the square inches, first, the length of
columns and the width of rows were obtained by using the
same ruler to measure; second, total row-width was
multiplied by total column-length. The result of the second
stgp was then converted into square inches. 1In total, there
were 244.24 square inches per page published by the People's
Daily.

Reliability

A pre-test was conducted to rate intercoder
reliability. Thirteen news stories from April 15 to June

30, 1989, ;ix from the People's Daily and seven from the New

York Times were selected randomly. Three Chinese graduate

students from Iowa State University read the stories and
judged each story's subject, actors, sources, type, and
prominence. The results, together with the researcher's own

results, were analyzed according to the following formula
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proposed by Holsti (1969:137):

Coder N (Average Inter-judge Agreement)
Reliability = 1 + [(n-1)*(average inter-judge agreement)]

(Where n = the number of coders)

The degree of agreement between the researcher's own
work and that of each of the other»coders shows a high level
of coder reliability: 0.9054. Because this study dealt
with an entire population rather than with a sample, there
was no need to establish a sampling error.

Statistical analysis

As the data collected consisted of frequency counts, a
crosstab table, a T-test, and a Pearson's correlation were
used to determine whether the differences among the
variables in the two newspapers' content categories were
significant or due to chance. If the differences found were
each within the "critical value," then they were in fact

significant and not due to chance.
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CHAPTER V. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Data were analyzed to test three hypotheses regarding
differences in news coverage about the Chinese democracy

movement of 1989 published by the People's Daily and the New

York Times. In this chapter, each hypothesis will be
examined and discussed.

Findings were based on a quantitative analysis of the
number of cases and the average length per item devoted to
the categories, which compared square inches, subject-
matter, actors presented, source of information, type of
item, and prominence of news display. BAll the results were
tested at a significance level of 0.05.

First, several crosstab tables were used to present the
frequency distribution of the overall number of cases and
the overall square inches devoted to each category.
Contingency table analysis was used as the statistical test
in analyzing the differences of two newspapers in terms of
source, type of item, and prominence of news display.

Then, because the level of measurement for news length
was interval, several T-tests were applied by using square
inches as the variables. The T-test is the most elementary
method for comparing the mean scores of two groups.

According to Wimmer (1987:264), the T-test assumes that the
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population has homogeneity of variances which deviate
equally from the mean.

Because the results for subject-matter and for actors
presented could be coded to three, multiple-respondent
interval data were obtained. A T-test was then used with
these two categories to compare the mean scores of the
appearance of items. Additionally, several Pearson
correlation coefficients, which measure the strength of
associations between two variables (Wimmer, 1987) were used
to find thehxglationship between pairs of three variables:

subject-matter, actors, and date.

A total of 142 issues--75 from the New York Times and

67 from the People's Daily--were analyzed in this study. In

total, 675 cases were found from these issues, 356 from the

People's Daily and 319 from the New York Times.

Hypothesis 1

Differences in the content of news stories relating to
the democracy movement published by the People's Daily and the
New York Times can be found in terms of a) item length; b)
subject-matter; ¢) actors presented; d) source of information;
e) type of item; and f) prominence of news display.

Item length

Table 1 indicates that the distribution of item length

differed from the People's Daily and the New York Times. Most

of the articles of the People's Daily fell in the range
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between 1.00 square inches and 40 square inches whereas most

of the articles of the New York Times fell in the range

between 100.00 and higher. Because the p-value was smaller
than the significance level of 0.05, the a) part of Hypothesis
1l was supported.

Table 1. Overall distributions of item length by the
People's Daily and the New York Times

Item length People's Daily New York Times Total
No. % No. % No. %
1.00 - 20 138 38.8 23 7.2 16l 23.9
20.01 - 40 133 37.4 56 17.6 189 28.0
40.01 - 60 42 11.8 57 17.9 99 14.7
60.01 - 80 17 4.8 52 16.3 69 10.2
80.01 -100 5 1.4 49 15.4 54 8.0
100 - 21 5.9 82 25.7 103 i5.3
Total 356 100.0 319 100.0 675 100.0

Chi-square= 14.08 p=.015

Subject-matter

Under this headline, seven categories were analyzed:
1) politics, 2) the military, 3) individual safety, 4)
crime/communism, 5) demonstrations, 6) democracy, and 7)
other. The emphasis on subject-matter published in the

People's Daily was, in descending order, politics, crime/

communism, the military, demonstrations, individual safety.
democracy and other. Table 2 shows that there were 120

stories (33.7%) published in the People's Daily covering




52

politics, 108 stories (30.3%) covering the military, 31
stories (8.7%) covering individual safety, 114 stories (32%)
covering crime/communism, 80 stories (22.5%) covering
demonstrations, 21 stories (5.9%) covering democracy, and 15
stories (4.2%) covering others.

In contrast, the emphasis on subject matter published

by the New York Times was, in descending order,

demonstrations, democracy, politics, safety, the military,
crime/communism, and other. Table 2 illustrates that the

New York Times published 77 stories (24.1%) covering

politics, 54 stories (16.9%) covering the military, 73
stories (22.9%) covering individual safety, 25 stories
(7.8%) covering crime/ communism, 114 stories (35.7%)

covering demonstrations, 108 stories (33.9%) covering

democracy, and 18 stories (5.6%)

covering other subjects.

Table 2. Overall subject-matter distributions by the
People's Daily and the New York Times

Subject-matter People's Daily New York Times Total
No. % No. % Na. %
Politics 120 33.7 77 24.1 197 29.2
Military 108 30.3 54 16.9 162 24.0
Safety 31 8.7 73 22.9 104 15.4
Comunism/crime 114 32.0 25 7.8 139 20.6
Demonstrations 80 22.5 114 35.7 194 28.7
Democracy 21 5.9 108 33.9 129 19.1
Other 15 4.2 18 5.6 33 4.9
Total 356 100.0 319 100.0 675 100.0
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Table 2 shows that the People's Daily and the New York

Times were different while reporting on the PRC democracy

movement. The People's Daily paid more attention to poiitics

and crime/communism news, whereas the New York Times paid more

attention to demonstrations and democracy news.-

To compare each pair of subject-matter categories, three
T-tests were used to examine the average number of times each
category was mentioned by the two newspapers. The first test

compared the People's Daily and the New York Times use otf

subject-matter categories over a three-month period. The

emphasis on subject-matter published by the Pecople's Daily

was, in descending order, crime/communism, politics, the
military, demonstration, individual safety, and democracy. On

the other hand, the New York Time's emphasis on the subject-

matter was, in descending order, demonstration, democracy,.
politics, individual safety, the military, and
crime/communism.

Table 3 shows that, in 67 issues, the People's Daiiy, on

average per issue, reported on politics 1.7 times, on
crime/communism 1.7 times, on the military 1.61 times, on
demonstrations 1.19 times, on safety 0.46 times, and on
democracy 0.31 times.

On the other hand, Table 3 illustrates that in 75 issues,

the New York Times, on average per issue, reported
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on demonstrations 1.52 times, on democracy l.44 times, on
politics 1.03 times, on individual safety 0.97 times, on the
military 0.72 times, and on crime/communism 0.33 times.

From Table 3, significant differences are evident between

the People's Daily and the New York Times in terms of the

average number of times the newspapers reported on the
subject-matter categories of politics, the military,
individual safety, crime/communism, and democracy because the
p-values for each of these categories were smaller than 0.05.
Therefore, the b) part of Hypothesis 1 was supported for the

categories just mentioned.

Table 3. Overall T-tests of subject-matter by the People's
Daily and the New York Times

Subject-matter People's Daily 'New York Times T-value
(mean) {mean)

Politics 1.70 1.02 2.43%

Military 1.61 0.72 2.92%%

Individual safety 0.46 0.97 -2.52%

Crime/communism 1.70 0.33 5.05%%x%

Demonstrations 1.19 1.52 -1.01

Democracy 0.31 1.44 -5.04%%x%

Other 0.22 0.24 -0.18

ns 67 75

* T-test at significant p<.05
** T-test at significant p<.0l
*%**T-test at significant p<.00
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Because the martial law was imposed by the government otf
the People's Republic of China on May 20, 1989, this day was
used to separate the three-month period into two segments:
from April 15 to May 19, and from May 20 to June 30.
Comparing the two newspapers before and after May 20 yields
some interesting results.

There were 60 issues which reported on the democracy

movement--27 from the People's Daily and 33 from the New York

Times--were found in the period before May 20. Meanwhile, 82

issues--40 from People's Daily and 42 from New York Times--

were published in the period including and following May 20.

Data analyses show that the People's Daily and the New

York Times covered the news differently before and aifter May

20, 1989. Before May 20, the two newspapers reported on
democracy, individual safety, and the military similarly;

most news subjects of the People's Daily and the New York

Times in this period focused on demonstrations. Before May
20, the emphasis on subject-matter published in the Peopie's
Daily was, in descending order, demonstrations, politics,
democracy, crime/communism, individual safety, and the

military. The emphasis in the New York Times before May 20

was, in descending order, demonstrations, democracy, politics,

individual safety and the military (Table 4).
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Table 4. T-tests of subject-matter by the People's Daily
and the New York Times before May 20

Subject- People's Daily New York Times T-value
matter

(mean) (mean)
Politics 1.63 0.27 2.86%x%
Military 0.19 0.15 0.30
Individual safety 0.26 0.15 0.69
Crime/communism 0.37 0.00 2.18%
Demonstrations 2.29 1.00 2.21%*
Democracy 0.67 0.96 -0.66
Other 0.11 0.03 0.93
n= 27 33

*T-test significant at p<.05
**T-test significant at p<.01l

In the period from May 20 to June 30, however,
significant differences were found between the People's

Daily and the New York Times in terms of their reporting on

the military, crime/communism, individual safety,
demonstrations, and democracy.

Table 5 shows that in this period, the major subjects
of the People's Daily were the military, crime/communism,
and politics instead of demonstrations, and democracy. 1In

contrast, during this period, the New York Times reported

mainly on demonstrations and democracy rather than on the

military and crime/communism.
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Table 5. T-tests of subject-matter by the People's Daily
and the New York Times on and after May 20

Subject-matter People's Daily New York Times T~-value
(mean) (mean)

Politics 1.90 l1.61 0.68

Military 2.57 1.16 3.16%%

Individual safety 0.60 1.61 -3.,37%%

Crime/communism 2.60 0.59 5.27%%%

Demonstrations 0.45 1.92 -4,61l*x%x%

Democracy 0.08 1.80 -8.76%%%

Other 0.30 0.40 -0.77

n= 40 42

**T-test significant at p<.0l
***T-test significant at p<.00

Actors presented

Seven categories of actors presented were analyzed:
1) PRC government officials, 2) opposition leaders, 3)
students, 4) foreign officials, 5) journalists, 6)
citizens/laborers, and 7) other. Table 6 shows that in the

Peopie's Daily, the main actors of 182 stories (51.1%) were

PRC government officials, those of 17 stories (4.8%) were
opposition leaders, those of 101 stories (28.4%) were
students, those of 7 stories (2.0%) were foreign officials,
those of 69 stories (19.4%) were citizens, and those of 4
stories (1.1%) could not be classified in the first six

categories. In the New York Times, the main actors of 117
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stories (36.7%) were PRC government officials, those of 15
stories (4.7%) were opposition leaders, those of 111 stories
(34.8%) were students, those of 39 stories (12.2%) were
foreign officials, those of 31 stories (9.7%) were
journalists, those of 115 stories (36.1%)“were citizens, and
those of 5 stories (1.6%) could not be classified in the
first six categories. The major actors were government
officials, students, and citizens/laborers. This
distribution was not much different from that of the

People's Daily (Table 6).

Table 6. Overall actors distributions by the People's Daily

and the New York Times

Actors People's Daily New York Times Total
No. % No. % No. %

PRC officials 182 51.1 117 36.7 299 44.3
Opposition leaders 17 4.8 15 4.1 32 4.7
Students 101 28.4 111 34.8 212 31.4
Foreign officials 7 2.0 39 12.2 46 6.8
Journalists 17 4.8 31 9.7 48 7.1
Citizens/laborer 69 19.4 115 36.1 184 27.3
Other 4 1.1 5 1.6 9 1.3
Total 356 100.0 319 100.0 675 100.0

To compare each category of actors presented, three T-
tests were used to examine the average number of times each

category was mentioned by the People's Daily and by the New
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York Times. Table 7 shows the overall differences between

two newspapers. Results for categories one and four--PRC
officials and foreign officials--supported the ¢) part of
Hypothesis 1, because the p-values were both smaller than
the significance level of 0.05 (Table 7). The other
categories--opposition leaders, students, foreign officials,
jousrnalist, citizgn/lahorers, and other--did not support
the ¢) part of Hypothesis 1, because the p-values were
larger than the significance level of 0.05.

Table 7. Overall T-tests of actors by the People's Daily
and the New York Times

Actors People's Daily New York Times T~-value
(mean) (mean)

PRC officials 2.71 1.56 2.98%x%
Opposition leaders 0.25 0.20 0.57
Students 1.50 1.48 0.10
Foreign officials 0.10 0.52 ~3.06%%
Journalists 0.25 0.41 -1.57
Citizens/laborers 1.02 1.53 -1.90
Other 0.05 0.06 -0.15
ns 67

*% P-test significant at p<.0l

More differences were found, however, when the time

period was divided into two. The People's Daily and the New

York Times presented similar actors during the period from
April 15 to May 19, but their situations changed after May

20. Table 8 illustrates that there is no significant
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difference between the People's Daily and the New York

Times' presentations in terms of opposition leaders, foreign
officials, and journalists during the period before May 20.
In fact, the average presentation of students by the

People's Daily was significantly higher than that of the New

York Times. Table 8 indicates that the People's Daily

reported student news 2.15 times per issue on average,

whereas the New York Times reported this actor .96 times per

issue. In both newspapers, students seemed to be the

dominant actors during the period before May 20.

Table 8. T-tests of actors by the People's Daily and the
New York Times before May 20

Actors People's Daily New York Times T-value
(mean) (mean)

PRC officials 1.66 0.60 2.08%
Opposition leaders 0.18 0.12 0.58
Students 2.15 0.96 2.37%
Foreign officials 0.11 0.24 -0.82
Journalists 0.14 0.24 -0.92
Citizens/laborer 0.55 0.15 2.31%
Other - 0.03 0.03 0.14

n= 27 33

* t-test significant at p<.05

The news content of the People's Daily and the New York

Times changed, however, during the period after May 20. The

main actors presented by the People's Daily then became

government officials, and the main actors of the New York
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Times became students and citizens. Table 9 shows.that
there are significant differences between these two
newspapers in terms of their presentations of PRC officials,
" students, foreign officials, and citizens during the time
after May 20 because the p-values for these categories were
smaller than 0.05. 1In fact, during the period after May 20,

the New York Times significantly increased its presentations

of PRC officials, students, citizens, and foreign officials.

This finding suggests that, for the New York Times, the

Chinese democracy movement had higher news value after the
imposition of martial law in China. In other words, the New

York Times was acting according to market motivations in

reporting on the events surrounding Tiananmen square.

Table 9. T-tests of actors by the People's Daily and the
New York Times on and after May 20

Actors People's Daily New ¥York Times T-value
{mean) (mean)
PRC officials 3.42 2.30 2.20%
Opposition leaders 0.30 0.26 0.27
Students 1.07 1.88 -2.47%
Foreign officials 0.10 0.73 -3.15%%
Journalists 0.32 0.54 -1.41
Citizens/laborer 1.35 2.61 -3.51%%
Other 0.07 0.09 -0.29
n= 40 42

*T-test significant at p<.05
**T-test significant at p<.0l




62

Source of information

Six categories of sources of information were analyzed:
1) official agencies, 2) PRC unofficial organizations, 3)
the newspapers' own staffs, 4) international news agencies
other than those of the PRC and the U.S., 5) private or
individual, and 6) unclear. Because items in categories two
and six could not be found in either newspaper, these
categories were deleted in the distribution table.

In the People's Daily, the source of 275 stories

(77.2%) was official news agencies, the source of 57 stories
(16.0%) was the newspaper staff, the source of 24 stories
(6.7%) was private or individual. No news stories from
international news agencies (category 4) were published.

In the New York Times, the source of 13 stories (4.5%)

was government officials, the source of 260 stories (82.0%)
was the newspaper staff, the source of 28 stories (8.8%) was
international news agencies, and the source of 18 stories
(6.2%) was private or individual.

Table 10 presents a p-value of 0.000, which was smaller
than the significance level of 0.05. The d) part of
Hypothesis 1 was thus supported. Table 10 also shows that

most of the news of the New York Times had its own source in

the paper's own staffs--the international correspondents.

This fact suggests that the newspaper's staff of the New
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York Times set the agenda for the news, whereas the PRC
government set the agenda for the news content of the

People's Daily.

Table 10. Distributions of source by the People's Daily and
the New York Times

Source People's Daily New York Times Total
No. % No. % No. %
Official 275 77.2 13 4.5 288 42.7
Newspaper staff 57 16.0 260 89.3 317 47 .0
International
news agencies 0 0.0 28 8.8 28 4.1
Private/individual 24 6.7 8 6.2 42 6.2
Total 356 100.0 319 100.0 675 100.0
Chi-square= 396.363 p= .0000

Type of item

Six categories were analyzed in terms of the type of
item published: 1) reports of events, 2) feature stories,
3) analyses, 4) editorials, 5) letters, and 6) other.

In the People's Daily, 290 stories (81.5%) were reports

of events, 7 stories (2.0%) were feature stories, 10 stories
(2.8%) were analyses, 13 stories (3.7%) were editorials, 20
stories (5.6%) were letters, and 16 stories (4.5%) could not
be classified in any of these categories.

In the New York Times, 242 stories (75.9%) were reports
of events, 27 stories (8.5%) were feature stories, 19

stories (6.0%) were analyses, 10 stories (3.1%) were
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editorials, 8 stories (2.5%) were letters, and 13 stories

(4.1%) could not be classified in any of these categories.
Table 11 illustrates that reports of events were the

most common type of item published by both newspapers.

Additionally, the People's Daily had more editprials and

letters, whereas the New York Times had more feature stories

and analyses of issues. Statistically, because the p-value
of .0002 was smaller than the significance level of 0.05,
the e) part of Hypothesis 1 was thus supported.

Table 11. Distributions of type of item by the People's
Daily and the New York Times

Type of item People's Daily New York Times Total

No. % No. % No. %
Report of event 290 81.5 242 75.9 532 78.8
Feature story 7 2.0 27 8.5 34 5.0
Analysis 10 2.8 19 6.0 29 4.3
Editorials 13 3.7 10 3.1 23 3.4
Letters 20 5.6 8 2.5 28 4.1
Other 16 4.5 13 4.1 29 4.3
Total 356 100.0 319 100.0 675 100.90
Chi-square= 26.514 p= .0002

Prominence of news display

Four categories were analyzed: 1) front page, above
fold; 2) front page, below fold; 3) inside page, above fold:
and 4) inside page, below fold.

Table 12 shows that in the People's Daily, 127 stories
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(35.7%) were on the front page above the fold, 60 stories
(16.9%) were on the front page below the fold, 113 stories
(31.7%) were on the inside page above the fold, and 56

stories (15.7%) were on the inside page below the fold. 1In

the New York Times, 65 stories (20.4%) were on the front
page above the fold, 6 stories (1.9%) were on the front page
below the fold, 184 stories (57.7%) were on the inside page
above the fold, and 64 stories (20.1%) were on the inside
page below the fold.

Table 12 also indicates that the People's Daily carried

more news stories on the front page above the fold, whereas

the New York Times carried more news stories on the inside

pages above the fold. Because the p-value of .0000 was
smaller than the significance level of 0.05, the £) part of
Hypothesis 1 was supported. '

Table 12. Distributions of prominence of news display by
the People's Daily and the New York Times

Prominence of People's Daily New York Times Total
news display No. % No. % No. %
Front page

above fold 127 35.7 65 20.4 192 28.4
below fold 60 16.9 6 1.9 66 9.8
Inside page

above fold 113 31.7 184 57.7 297 44.0
below fold 56 15.7 64 20.1 120 17.8
Total 356 100.0 319 100.0 675 100.0

Chi-square= 83.04 p= .0000
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The first part of the data analysis shows that the news

content of the People's Daily and of the New York Times was

significantly different in terms of the source of
information, type of item, the news prominence, and part of
subject-matter and actors presented. During the period
before the imposition of martial law on May 20, these two
newspapers had similar ways of reporting on student
demonstrations and on the democracy movement.

The situation changed dramatically after the imposition
of martial law, especially after the massacre on June 4,
1989. As time passed after May 20, the differences in news
published by the two newspapers became more significant.

The People's Daily became more representative of the views

of the PRC Communist Central Party, whereas the New York

Times continued to report on the demonstrations and events

in Tiananmen square.
Additionally, the findings show that the dominant

actors in the articles published by the People's Daily

during the period after May 20 were government officials,
especially political leaders. But the main actors in

articles published by the New York Times during the period

after May 20 were students, citizens, and laborers.
Altogether, these findings suggest some similarities

between the People's Daily and the New York Times in their
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manners of reporting on the Chinese democracy movement
during the period from April 15 to May 19, as well as some
differences between their manners of reporting on this issue
during the period from May 20 to June 30. The People's
Daily, repreéenting a survival-motivated press, had
exhibited characteristics of a market-motivated press during
the period of the democracy movement before May 20. 1In
other words, the press played a role in serving the public,
independent of the government. This role was similar to the

role the market-motivated New York Times played throughout

the three months studied.

Hypothesis 2

Before and after May 20, 1989, differences in the
content of news stories relating to the Chinese democracy
movement published by the People's Daily can be found in
terms of a) item length; b) subject-matter; ¢) actors
presented; d) source of information; e) type of item; and f)
prominence of news display.

There were 67 issues published by the People's Daily

relating to the democracy movement during the period from
April 15 to June 30, 1989--27 from the period before May 20
and 40 from the period on and after May 20, 1989. 1In total,
356 cases were found from these issues, 107 from the period
before May 20, 1989; 249 from the period on and after May
20, 1989.



Item length

Item length was recoded into six categories by square

inches.

Table 13 indicates that the distributions of item

length published by the People's Daily were not much

different before and after May 20.

During the three-month

period, most of the articles relating to the Chinese

democracy movement fell in the range between 1 and 20 square

inches.

Table 13 illustrates,

however,

there are

significant differences in the number of stories published

by the People's Daily before and after May 20.

Before May

20, the People's Daily published 107 stories relating to the

democracy movement.

On and after May 20,

the People's Daily

published 249 stories relating to the democracy movement.

Table 13.

Distributions of item length by the People's
Daily before and after May 20

Item length Before May 20 Rfter May 20 Total
No. % No. % No. %

0.00 - 20 43 40.2 95 38.2 138 38.8
20.01 - 40 40 37.4 93 37.3 133 37.4
40.01 - 60 15 14.0 27 10.8 42 11.8
60.01 - 80 3 2.8 14 5.6 17 4.8
80.01 -100 3 2.8 2 0.8 5 i.4

100 - 3 2.8 18 7.2 21 5.9

Total 107 100.0 249 100.0 356 100.0
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Table 14. T-test of item length by the People's Daily
before and after May 20

Item length Before After T-value (p= )
May 20 May 20
n=s 107 249
means 29.96 36.90 -1.62 .105

To compare the average of item length, a T-test was
used. Table 14 presents that the average of square inches
did not differ significantly before and after May 20, since
the p-value of 0.105 was larger than the significance level
of 0.05. The a) part of Hypothesis 2 was pot supported.

Subject-matter

Under this heading, seven categories were analyzed:
1) politics, 2) the military, 3) individual safety, 4)
crime/communism, 5) demonstrations, 6) democracy, and 7)
other. Before May 20, the emphasis on subject-matter was,
in descending order, demonstrations, politics, democracy,
crime/communism, individual safety, and the military.
Including and following May 20, however, the emphasis was,
in descending order, crime/communism, military, politics,
individual safety, demonstrations, and democracy.

Table 15 illustrates that before May 20, the People's

Daily published 62 stories (41.6%) covering demonstrations,
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44 stories (29.5%) covering politics, 18 stories (12.1%)

covering democracy, 10 stories (6.7%) covering
crime/communism, 7 stories (4.7%) covering individual
safety, 5 stories (3.4%) covering military, and 3 stories
(2.0%) covering other subjects. After May 20, the People's
Daily published 104 stories (30.6%) covering crime/
communism, 103 stories (30.3%) covering the military, 76
stories (22.4%) covering politics, 24 stories (7.1%)
covering individual safety, 18 stories (5.3%) covering
demonstrations, 3 stories (0.9%) covering democracy, and 12
stories (3.5%) covering other subjects.

Table 15. Distributions of subject-matter by the People's
Daily before and after May 20

Subject-matter Before After Total
May 20 May 20
No. 3 No. % No. %

Politics 44 29.5 76 22.4 120 24.5
Military 5 3.4 103 30.3 108 22.1
Individual safety 7 4.7 24 7.1 31 6.3
Crime/communism 10 6.7 104 30.6 114 23.3
Demonstrations 62 41.6 18 5.3 80 l6.4
Democracy 18 12.1 3 0.9 21 4.3
Other 3 2.0 12 3.5 15 3.1
Total 107 100.0 249 100.0 356 100.0

Several T-tests were used to examine the average numbe

of times each category was mentioned by the People's Daily

during the three-month period. Before May 20, the average

r
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number of times mentioned was, in descending order,
demonstrations, politics, democracy, crime/communism,
individdél safety, the military, and other. Table 16 shows
that the paper, on average, reported on demonstrations 2.3
times, on politics 1.63 times, on democracy 0.67 times, on
crime/communism 0.37 times, on individual safety 0.25 times,
on the military 0.19 times, and on other 0.1l times.

On and after May 20, the emphasis of subject-matter of
news stories was different from before. The average number
of times mentioned was, in descending order, crime/communism,
the military, politics, individual safety, demonstrations,
other, and democracy. Table 16 shows that the People’'s
Daily, on average, reported on crime/communism 2.6 times, on
the military 2.57 times, on politics 1.9 times, on
individual safety 0.6 times, on demonstrations 0.45 times,
on other 0.3 times, and on democracy 0.07 times.

From Table 16, one can find significant differences
between the period before and after May 20 in terms of the
reporting on the military, crime/communism, and
demonstrations. Therefore, the b) part of Hypothesis 2 was
supported by these categories just mentioned. The b) part
of Hypothesis 2 was not supported by the categories of

politics, individual safety, democracy and other.
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Table 16. T-tests of subject-matter by the People's Daily
before and after May 20

Subject-matter Before After T-value
May 20 May 20

Politics 1.63 1.90 -0.49
Military 0.19 2.58 -6.59%%%
Individual safety 0.26 0.60 -1.70
Communism/crime 0.37 2.60 -6.01%%x%
Demonstrations 2.30 0.45 3.08%x%x%
Democracy 0.67 0.08 1.42
Other 0.11 0.30 -1.50

n= 27 40

*** T-test significant at p<.00

Actors presented

Seven categories of actors were analyzed: 1) PRC
government officials, 2) opposition leaders, 3) students, 4)
foreign officials, 5) journalists, 6) citizens/laborers, and
7) other. During the period before May 20, the main actors

of news stories published by the People's Daily were, in

descending order, students, PRC officials, citizens or
laborers, opposition leaders, journalists, foreign
officials, and other actors could not be classified in the
first six categories. The actors of 58 stories (44.3%) were
students, those of 45 stories (34.4%) were PRC officials,
those of 15 stories (11.5%) were citizens/laborers, those of

5 stories (3.8%) were opposition leaders, those of 4 stories
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(3.1%) were journalists, those of 3 stories (2.3%) were

foreign officials, and that of 1 story (0.8%) could not be
classified in the first six categories (Table 17).

During the period after May 20, the main actors of the
news stories published by the People's Daily changed. The
main actors presented were, in descending order, PRC
officials, citizens/laborers, students, journalists,
opposition leaders, foreign officials, and other. The
actors of 137 stories (57.7%) were PRC officials, those of
54 stories (20.3%) were citizens/laborers, those of 43

stories (16.2%) were students, those of 13 stories (4.9%)

were journalists, those of 12 stories (4.5%) were opposition

leaders, those of 4 stories (1.5%) were foreign officials,

and those of 3 stories (1.1%) could not be classified.

Table 17. Distributions of actors by the People's Daily
before and after May 20

Before After Total
Actors May 20 May 20
No. % No. % No. %

PRC officials 45 34.4 137 57.5 182 45.8
Opposition leaders 5 3.8 12 4.5 17 4.3
Students 58 44.3 43 16.2 101 25.4
Foreign officials 3 2.3 4 1.5 7 1.8
Journalists 4 3.1 i3 4.9 17 4.3
Citizen/laborer 15 11.5 54 20.3 69 17.4
Other 1 0.8 3 1.1 4 1.0
Total 107 100.0 249 100.0 356 100.0
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To compare each category of actors presented, several
T-tests were used to examine the average number of times

each category was mentioned by the People's Daily before and

after May 20. Table 18 presents that categories 1, 3, and
7--PRC officials, students, and citizens/laborers--supported
the ¢) part of Hypothesis 2 because the p-values were
smaller than the significance level of 0.05. The other
categories--opposition leaders, foreign officials,
journalists, and other--did not support the hypothesis
because the p-values between each pair were larger than the
significance level of 0.05.

Table 18 illustrates that the main actors of the

Peopie's Daily during the period before May 20 were, in

descending order, students, PRC officials, citizens or
laborers, opposition leaders, journalists, foreign
officials, and other. The paper had, on average, reported
on students 2.15 times, on PRC officials 1.67 times, on
citizens/laborers 0.56 times, on opposition leaders 0.19
times, on journalists 0.15 times, on foreign officials 0.1l1
times, and on other actors 0.04 times.

On the other hand, during the period including and
following May 20, there were different actors of news

stories presented in the People's Daily. The main actors

were, in descending order, PRC officials, citizens or
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laborers, students, journalists, opposition leaders, foreign
officials, and other actors. Table 18 shows that the

People's Daily had, on average, reported on PRC officials

3.42 times, citizens/ laborers 1.35 times, students 1.08
times, journalists 0.33 times, opposition leaders 0.30
times, foreign officials 0.10 times, and other actors 0.08
times (Table 18).

Table 18. T-tests of actors by the People's Daily before
and after May 20

Actors Before After T-value
May 20 May 20

PRC officials 1.67 3.42 -2.71%%
Opposition leaders 0.19 0.30 -0.786
Students 2.15 1.08 2.04%
Foreign officials 0.11 0.10 0.10
Journalists 0.15 0.33 ~-1.48
Citizen/laborers 0.56 1.35 -2.81%%
Other : 0.04 0.08 -0.68

n= 27 40

* T-test significant at p<.05
*% T-test significant at p<.0l

According to the results of the comparison of subject-
matter and actors presented during the period before and
after the imposition law on May 20, it is clear that there
are relations Setween each pair of subject-matter, actors

presented, and date.
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Several Pearson correlation coefficients, therefore,

were used to examine the relationship between pairs of these
variables during the three-month period--from April 15 to
June 30, 19889.

Date analyses show that during the period before May
20, several variables were significantly correlated. Table
19 indicates high associations between students and
demonstrations, PRC officials and politics, students and
others, students and democracy, foreign officials and
individual safety, opposition leaders and individual safety,
journalists and demonstrations, journalists and democracy,
opposition leaders and democracy, PRC officials and
military, date and demonstrations, opposition leaders and
demonstrations, citizens/laborers and communism/crime,
citizens/laborers and demonstrations, and, date and
democracy.

The findings show that high attention was paid by the

People's Daily to these categories just mentioned during the

period from April 15 to May 19, especially the categories of
students, opposition leaders, journalists, citizens/laborers,
PRC officials, foreign officials, democracy, and
demonstrations because their p-values were smaller than the

level of 0.00 (Table 19).
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After May 20, however, the variables which had
significant correlations in the period after May 20 were
different from those of before May 20. The variables which
significantly correlated with each other were, in descending
order, the military and PRC officials, crime/communism and PRC
officials, crime/communism and opposition leaders, students
and demonstrations, the military and citizens/laborers,
politics and citizens/laborers, crime/communism and
journalists, the military and opposition leaders, politics and
students, crime/communism and citizen/laborers,Athe military
and journalists, demonstrations citizens/laborers, students
and communism/crime, individual safety and foreign officials,
politics and PRC officials, opposition leaders and politics,
journalists and politics, crime/communism and date.

Table 20 shows that the People's Daily had different

views in reporting on students' activities after May 20--all
of the news relating to PRC officials, opposition leaders,
students, journalists, and citizens was also related to the
subject-matter category of crime and communist ideology; most
of the news relating to PRC officials was also related to
politics and the military. Findings provide the evidence that

the People's Daily reverted its press-motivation to serve PRC

Central Communism Party and maintained the survival of a

socialist China.
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Source of information

Six categories of sources of information were analyzed:
1) official agencies, 2) PRC unofficial organizations, 3) the
newspaper's own staffs, 4) international news agencies other
than the PRC and the U.Ss., 5) private/individual, and 6)
unclear. Because no item for categories two, four, and six
were found in the paper, these categories were deleted.

The distributions of source of information show that
before May 20, the source of 78 stories (72.9%) was official
agencies, the source of 27 stories (25.2%) was newspaper's own
staff, the source of 2 stories (1.9%) was the private or
individual (Table 21). Table 21 also illustrates that after
May 20, the source of 197 stories (79.1%) was official
agencies, the source of 30 stories (12.0%) was the newspaper's
own staff, the source of 22 stories (8.8%) was private or
individual.

Table 21. Distributions of source by the People's Daily
before and after May 20

Source Before May 20 After May 20 Total
No. % No. % No. %
Official agency 78 72.9 197 79.1 275 77.2
Newspaper staffs 27 25.2 30 12.0 57 16.0
Private/individual 2 1.9 22 8.8 24 6.7
Total 107 100.0 249 100.0 356 100.0
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In terms of source, t-tests were used to compare the

average of item length devoted to each category. The
findings show that the source of information did not differ
significantly before and after May 20, because the p-values
were larger than the significance level of 0.05 (Table 22).
Therefore, the ¢) part of Hypothesis 2 was not supported.

Téble 22, T-tests of source by the People's Daily before
and after May 20

Source Before After T-value (p-value)
May 20 May 20
(n=)(mean) (n=)(mean)
Official agency 78 31.22 197 36.91 -1.04 .299
Newspaper staffs 27 26.68 30 37.94 -1.30 .199
Individual 2 25.30 22 47.05 -0.87 .385

Tvpe of item

Six categories were analyzed in terms of the type of

item published by the People's Daily: 1) reports of events,

2) feature stories, 3) analyses, 4) editorials, 5) letters,
and 6) other. Table 23 illustrates that during the period
before May 20, 81 stories (75.5%) were reports of events, 6
stories (5.6%) were feature stories, 1 story (0.9%) was
analysis, 9 stories (8.4%) were editorials, 1 story (0.9%)
was letter, and 9 stories (8.4%) could not be classified in
the first five categories. During the period on and after

May 20, 209 stories (83.9%) were reports of events, 1 story
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(0.4%) was feature story, 9 stories (3.6%) were analyses, 4

stories (1.6%) were editorials, 20 stories (8.0%) were

letters, and 6 stories (2.4%) could not be classified in the

first five categories.

Table 23.

Distributions of type of item by the People's
Daily before and after May 20

Type of item Before May 20 After May 20 Total
No. % No. % No. %
Report of events 81 75.17 209 83.9 290 81i.5
Feature stories 6 5.6 1 0.4 7 2.0
Analyses 1 0.9 9 3.6 10 2.8
Editorials 9 8.4 4 1.6 13 3.7
Letters 1 0.9 20 8.0 21 5.8
Other 9 8.4 6 2.4 15 4.2
Total 107 100.0 249 100.0 356 100.0

In terms of type of item, T-tests were used to compare

the average of item length devoted to each category.

Since

there was no letter presented in the People's Daily relating

to the democracy movement during the period before May 20,

this category was not analyzed.

The results of T-tests indicate that the type of item

did not differ significantly before and after May 20,

because the p-values were larger than the significance level

of 0.05.

supported.

Therefore, the e) part of Hypothesis 2 was not



83

Table 24. T-tests of type of item by the People's Daily
before and after May 20

Before After T-value (p= )
Type of item May 20 May 20

(n=) (mean) (n=) (mean)

Report of events 8

1 31.05 209 35.28 -0.81 .418
Feature stories 6 23.44 1l 34.80 -2.01 .481
Analyses 1 12.58 9 70.30 -2.76 .408
Editorials 9 28.83 4 39,54 -0.92 .375
Other 9 21.84 3 32.09 -0.97 .255

Prominence of news display

Four categories of news prominence were analyzed:
1) front page, above fold; 2) front page, below fold; 3)
inside page, above fold; and 4) inside page, below fold.
Table 25 presents that, during the period before May 20, 38
stories (35.5%) were on the front page above the fold, 17
stories (15.9%) were on the front page below the fold, 396
stories (33.6%) were on the inside page above the fold, and
14 stories (13.1%) were on the inside page below the fold.

Table 25 also illustrates that, during the period after
May 20, 89 stories (35.7%) were on the front page above the
fold, 43 stories (17.3%) were on the front page below the
fold, 77 stories (30.9%) were on the inside page above the
fold, and 40 stories (16.1%) were on the inside page below
the fold.
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Table 25. Distributions of prominence of news display by
the People's Daily before and after May 20

Prominence Before May 20 After May 20 Total
of news display

No. % No. % No. %
Front page
Above fold 38 35.5 89 35.17 127 35.7
Below fold 17 15.9 43 17.3 60 16.9
Inside page
Above fold 36 33.6 717 30.9 113 31.4
Below fold 14 13.1 40 16.1 54 15.2
Total 107 100.0 249 100.0 356 100.0

T-tests were used to compare the average of item length

devoted to each category.

The findings show that,

in terms

of news prominence, the average of each category did not

differ significantly before and after May 20 because the p-

values were larger than the significnce level of 0.05.

Therefore, the £) part of Hypothesis 2 was not supported.

Table 26. T-tests of prominence of news display by the
People's Daily before and after May 20

Prominence Before After T-value (p= )
of news display May 20 May 20
(n=) (mean) (n=) (mean)

Front page

Above fold 38 40.14 89 44.40 -0.56 .606
Below Fold 17 20.67 43 35.14 -1.07 .290
Inside page

Above fold 36 26.70 77 33.86 -1.03 .304
Below fold 14 20.07 40 33.14 -1.45 .152
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The findings of Hypothesis 2 show that the People's
Daily had different direction in reporting on the Chinese
democracy movement during the time from April 15 to May 19.
Data analyses show that in this period, high attention was
paid to the student demonstrations, freedom, and democracy in
terms of subject-matter and actors presented. Additionally,
journalists and students were highly correlated with the
demonstrations and democracy. It is clear that the People's
Daily underwent changes in the news contents and audience
awareness. Moreover, the People's Daily shifted its press-
motivation from serving Central Party to serve the public.

However, after the imposition of martial law on May 20,
the news relating to students and journalists was
significantly correlated with the subjects of crime and

communist ideology. It is evident that the People's Daily

had a different press-motivation during the period from May
20 to June 30, i.e., the press reverted to serve the PRC
government. Since some categories were significantly
different before and after May 20, the b) and ¢) parts of
Hypothesis 2--subject and actors--were partially supported.
Because there were no significant differences in terms of
item length, source of information, type of item, and
prominence of news display, the a), d), e), f£) parts of

Hypothesis 2 were not supported.
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Hypothesis 3

Before and after May 20, 1989, differences in the news
stories relating to the Chinese democracy movement published
by the New York Times can be found in terms of a) item length;
b) subject-matter; c¢) actors presented; d) source of
information; e) type of item; and f) prominence of news
display.

There were 75 issues published by the New York Times

relating to the Chinese democracy movement from April 15 to
June 30, 1989--33 from the period before May 20 and 42 from
the period including and following May 20. In total, 319
cases were found from these issues, 53 from the period
before May 20 and 266 from the period on and after May 20.

Item length

Item length was recoded into six categories. The
findings show that most of the articles relating to the
Chinese democracy movement fell in the range of larger than
100.00 square inches during the three-month period.

Table 27. Distributions of item length by the New York
Times before and after May 20

Item length Before May 20 After May 20 Total
No. % No. % No. %
1.00 - 20 0 0 23 8.6 23 7.2
20.01 - 40 8 15.1 48 18.0 56 17.6
40.01 - 60 10 18.9 47 17.7 57 17.9
60.01 - 80 9 17.0 43 16.2 52 16.3
80.01 - 100 ' 10 18.9 39 14.7 49 15.4
100.01 - 16 30 66 24.8 82 25.7
Total 53 100.0 266 100.0 319 100.0
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To compare the average of item length, a T-test was
used. Table 28 indicates that the average of square inches
did not differ éignificantly before and after May 20,
because the p-value of 0.180 was.larger than the
significance level of 0.05. Therefore, the a) part of
Hypothesis 3 was not supported.

Table 28. T-test of item length by the New York Times
before and after May 20

Item length Before After T-value (p= )
May 20 May 20

n= 53 266

Mean= 84.70 74.92 1.34 .180

Subiject-matter

Seven categories were analyzed: 1) politics, 2) the
military, 3) individual safety, 4) crime/communism, 5)
demonstrations, 6) democracy, and 7) other. During the
three-month period, the emphasis of subject-matter was, in
descending order, demonstrations, democracy, politics,
individual safety, the military, crime/communism, and other.

Table 29 illustrates that before May 20, the New York
Times published 33 stories (38.8%) covering demonstrations,
32 stories (37.6%) covering democracy, 9 stories (10.6%)

covering politics, 5 stories (5.9%) covering the military, 5
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stories (5.9%) covering individual safety, 1 story (1.2%)

covering other, and no story covering crime or communism.
On and after May 20, the paper published 81 stories (21.1%)
covering demonstrations, 76 stories (19.8%) covering
democracy, 68 stories (17.7%) covering politics, 68 stories
(17.7%) covering individual safety, 49 stories (17.7%)
covering the military, 25 stories (6.5%) covering crime or
communism, and 17 stories (4.4%) covering other subjects.

Table 29. Distributions of subject-matter by the New York
Times before and after May 20

Subject-matter Before May 20 After May 20 Total
No. % No. % No. %
Politics 9 10.6 68 17.7 77 16.4
Military 5 5.9 49 12.8 54 11.5
Individual safety 5 5.9 68 17.7 73 15.6
crime/Communism 0 0.0 25 6.5 25 5.3
Demonstrations 33 38.8 81 21.1 114 24.3
Democracy 32 37.6 76 19.8 108 23.0
Others 1 1.2 17 4.4 18 = 3.8
Total 53 100.0 266 100.0 319 100.0

To compare each pair of subject-matter categories,
several T-tests were used to examine the average number of

times each category was mentioned by the New York Times

during the period before and after May 20. Table 30

presents that before May 20, the New York Times, on average,
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reported on demonstrations 1 time, on democracy 0.97 times,
on politics 0.27 times, on individual safety 0.15 times, on
the military 0.15 times, on other subjects 0.03 times, and
none mentioned crime/communism. Table 30 also illustrates
that after May 20, the paper reported, on average, on
demonstrations 1.93 times, on democracy 1.81 times, on
politics 1.62 times, on individual safety 1.62 times, on thne
military 1.17 times, on crime or communism 0.6 times, and on
other subjects 0.4 times. Significant differences between
each pair were found because the p-values were smalier than
the significance level of 0.05. The b) part of Hypothesis 3
was thus supported.

Table 30. T-tests of subject-matter by the New York Times
before and after May 20

Subject-matter Before After T-value
May 20 May 20
(mean) (mean)
Politics 0.27 1.62 -4 ,59%%x%
Military 0.15 1.17 -3.60%x
Individual safety 0.15 1.62 -5.34%%x%
Communism/crime 0.00 0.60 -3.13%%
Demonstrations 1.00 1.93 -3.12%x%
Democracy 0.97 1.81 -3.084&x
Other 0.03 0.40 -3.69%%
ns 33 42

**T-test significant at p<.01
***T-test significant at p<.00
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Actors presented

Seven categories of actors were analyzed: 1) PRC
government officials, 2) opposition leaders, 3) students, 4)
foreign officials, 5) journalists, 6) citizens/laborers, and
7) others. During the period before May 20, the main actors

of news stories published by the New York Times were, in

descending order, students, PRC officials, foreign officiais.
journalists, citizen/laborers, opposition leaders, and other
actors that could not be classified in the first six
categories. The actors of 32 stories (41.0%) were students.
20 stories (25.6%) were PRC officials, 8 stories (10.3%)
were foreign officials, 8 stories (10.3%) were foreign
officials, 5 stories (6.4%) were citizens or laborers, 4
stories (5.1%) were opposition leaders, and 1 story (1.3%)
was others.

During the period after May 20, the main actors were,
in descending order, citizens/laborers, PRC officials.
students, foreign officials, journalists, opposition leaders.
and other actors could not be classified in the first six
categories. The actors of 110 stories (31.0%) were citizens/
laborers, 97 stories (27.3%) were PRC officials, 79 stories
(22.3%) were students, 31 stories were foreign officials, 23
stories (6.5%) were journalists, 1l stories (3.1%) were

opposition leaders, and 4 stories (1.1%) were other actors.
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Table 31. Distributions of actors by the New York Times
before and after May 20

Actors Before May 20 After May 20 Total
No. % No. % No. %
PRC officials 20 25.6 97 27.3 117 27.0
Opposition leader 4 5.1 11 3.1 15 3.5
Students 32 41.0 79 22.3 111 25.6
Foreign officials 8 10.3 31 8.7 39 9.0
Journalist 8 10.3 23 6.5 31 7.2
Citizen/laborers 5 6.4 110 31.0 115 26.6
Other 1l 1.3 4 1.1 5 1.2
Total 53 100.0 266 100.0 319 100.0

To compare each category of actors presented, several
T-tests were used to examine the average number of times

each category was mentioned by the New York Times before and

aftef May 20. The findings show that before May 20, on
average, the paper reported on students 0.97 times, on PRC
officials 0.61 times, on foreign officials 0.24 times, on
journalists 0.24 times, on citizens/laborers 0.15 times, on
opposition leaders 0.12 times, and on other actor 0.03
times. On and after May 20, however, the paper reported on
citizens 2.62 times, on PRC officials 2.31 times, on
students 1.88 times, on foreign officials 0.74 times, on
journalists 0.55 times, on opposition leaders 0.27 times, on
other actors 0.1 times.

Significant differences were found in the categories of

PRC officials, students, foreign officials, journaiists, and
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citizens/laborers because the p-values were smaller than
0.05. The c¢) part of Hypothesis 3 was supported by these
categories just mentioned, but not supported by the others.

Table 32. T-tests of actors by the New York Times before
and after May 20

Actors Before After T-value
May 20 May 20
(mean) (mean)
PRC officials 0.61 2.31 -5.43%%%
Opposition leaders 0.12 0.26 -1.47
Students 0.97 1.88 -3.27%
Foreign officials 0.24 0.74 o-2.13%
Journalists 0.24 0.55 -2.10%
Citizen/laborers . 0.15 2.62 -8.63%%x%
Other 0.03 0.10 -1.00
ns 33 42

*T-test significant at p<.05
*%kT-test significant at p<.00

Several Pearson correlations were used to examine the
relationship between pairs of three variables: subject-
matter, actors, and date. The category of communism/crime
was deleted because no stories of this subject were found
before May 20. Table 33 shows that the variables were
significantly correlated: students and demonstrations,
democracy and PRC officials, politics and PRC officials, the
military and opposition leaders, demonstrations and foreign
officials, democracy and foreign officials, the military and

citizens/laborers.
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During the period after May 20, data analyses show that
several variables were significantly correlated: politics
and fo?eign officiais, the military and PRC officials,
politics and citizens, the military and citizens, individuai
safety.and citizens, individual safety and date,
demonstrations and date, the military and students,
demonstrations and students, demonstrations and journalists,
politics and PRC officials, the military and foreign
officials, individual safety and opposition leaders,
individual safety and foreign officials, communism/crime and
PRC officials,.communism/crime and date, and demonstrations
and citizens (Table 34).

Table 34 shows that individual safety was highly
associated with citizens/laborers, and demonstrations were
highly associated with date. This table provides the
evidence that, during the period including and following May

20, the main concerns of the New York Times were

demonstrations and the individual's safety. 1In this period,
most of the news relating to students was also relating to
demonstrations and the military. These results were similar
.to those presented in Table 33. It suggests that the New

York Times continued exhibiting the same press motivation

during the three-month period.
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Source of information

Six categories were analyzed: 1) official agencies, 2)
PRC unofficial organizations, 3) newspaper's own staffs, 4)
international news agencies other than the PRC and the U.S.,
5) private/individual, and 6) unclear. Because elements of

items two and six were not found in the New York Times,

these categories were deleted.

The distributions of source show that before May 20,
the source of 1 story (1.9%) was official agencies, and the
source of 45 stories (84.9%) was newspaper's own staffs, the
source of 4 stories (7.5%) was international agencies, the
source of 3 stories (5.7%) was private/individual. During
the period'after May 20, the source of 12 stories (4.5%) was
official agencies, the source of 215 stories (80.8%) was
newspaper's own staffs, the source of 22 stories (8.3%) was
international sources, and the source of 15 stories (5.6%)

was private/individual.

Table 35. Distributions of source by the New York Times
before and after May 20

Source Before May 20 After May 20 Total

No. % No. % No. %
Official agencies 1 1.9 12 4.5 13 4.1
Newspaper's staff 45 84.9. 215 80.8 260 81.5
International source 4 7.5 22 8.3 26 8.2
Private/individual 3 5.7 15 5.6 18 5.6
Total 53 100.0 266 100.0 319 100.0
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In terms of source, several T-tests were used to

compare the average item length devoted to each category.

The findings show that the item length of the international

news agencies, on average, significantly differ before and

after May 20, since the p-value was smaller than 0.05. The

d) part of Hypotheses 3 was thus supported by the category

of international source. The item d) part of Hypothesis 3

was not supported by the categories of official agencies,

newspaper's staff, and private/individual.

Table 36. T-tests of source by the New York Times

before and after May 20

Source Before After T-value (p= )
May 20 May 20
(n=)(mean) (n=)(mean)
Official agency i 73.35 12 61.65 0.22 .829
Newspaper staif 44 79.83 216 80.22 ~-0.05 . 960
International source 4 132.13 22 53.17 3.30 .003
Private/individual 3 103.35 15 46.26 1.94 .071

Tvype of item

Six categories were analyzed in

terms of the type of

items published by the New York Times: 1) reports of

events, 2) feature stories, 3) analyses, 4) editorials, 5)

letters, and 6) other. Table 37 indicates that during the

period before May 20, 44 stories (83,

0%) were reports of
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events, 4 stories (7.5%) were editorials, 2 stories (3.8%)
were analyses, 2 stories (3.8%) were letters, 1 story (1.9%)
was a feature story, and none of them were other types.
During the period after May 20, 198 stories (74.4%) were
reports of events, 26 stories (9.8%) were feature stories,
17 stories (6.4%) were analyses, 13 stories (4.9%) were
others, 6 stories (2.3%) were editorials, and 6 stories
(2.3%) were letters.

Table 37. Distributions of type of item by the New York
Times before and after May 20

Type of item Before May 20 After May 20 Total
No. % No. % No. %

Reports of events 44 83.0 198 74.4 242 75.9
Feature stories 1 1.9 26 9.8 27 8.5
Analyses 2 3.8 17 6.4 19 6.0
Editorials 4 7.5 6 2.3 10 3.1
Letters 2 3.8 6 2.3 8 2.5
Other 0 0.0 13 4.9 13 4.1
Total 53 100.0 266 100.0 319 100.0

In terms of type of item, T-tests were used to compare
the average of item length devoted to each category. Table
38 presents that the item length of letters, on average,
significantly differ before and after May 20, since the p-
value was smaller than the significance level of 0.05. The

e) part of Hypothesis 3 was thus supported by the letters
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category. However, the e) part of Hypothesis 3 was not
supported by the categories of reports of events, feature
stories, analyses, and editorials. Because there was no
case in the»sixth category--other--during the period before
May 20, the T-test could not be run in this category.

Table 38. T-tests of type of item by the New York Times
before and after May 20

Before After T~-value (p= )
Type of item May 20 May 20

{n=) (mean) (n=) (mean)
Report of events 43 91.01 199 80.99 l.16 .246
Feature stories 1 60.75 26 65.18 -0.17 .866
Analyses 2 77.18 17 72.27 0.23 .819
Editorials 4 51.92 6 40.05 0.61 .558
Letters 2 44,10 6 21.68 2.78 .032

Prominence of news display

Four categories of news prominence were analyzed: 1)
front page, above fold; 2) front page, below fold; 3) inside
page, above fold; and 4) inside page, below fold. Table 39
indicates that, during the period before May 20, 17 stories
(32.1%) were on the front page, above fold; 2 stories (3.8%)
were on the front page, below fold; 33 stories (62.3%) were
on the inside page, above fold; and 1 story (1.9%) was on
the inside page, below fold. During the period after May

20, 48 stories (18.0%) were on the front page, above fold; 4
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stories (1.5%) were on the front page, below fold; 151
stories (56.8%) were on the inside page, above fold: and 63
stories (23.6%) were on the inside page, below fold.

Table 39. Distributions of prominence of news display by
the New York Times before and after May 20

Prominence Before May 20 After May 20 Total

of news display No. % No. % No. %

Front page

Above fold 17 32.1 48 18.0 65 20.4
Below fold 2 3.8 4 1.5 6 1.9
Inside page

Above fold 33 62.3 151 56.8 184 57.7
Below fold 1l 1.9 63 23.6 64 20.1
Total 53 100.0 266 100.0 319 100.90

Table 40. T-tests of prominence of news displays by the Hew
York Times before and after May 20

Prominence Before After T-value (p= )
of news display May 20 May 20

(n=) (mean) (n=) (mean)
Front page
Above fold 17 108.33 48 54.34 -1.88 .065
Below fold 2 11.25 4 80.22 2.48 .068
Inside page
Above fold 32 173.08 152 68.68 0.59 .554
Below fold 1 23.85 61 42.85 -0.65 ,516

In terms of the prominence of news display, T-tests
were used to compare the average of the item length each

category devoted. Table 40 shows that the average of the
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item length did not differ significantly before and after
May 20, because the p-values were larger than the
significance level of 0.05. Therefore, the £) part of
Hypothesis 3 was not supported.

The findings of Hypothesis 3 show that in reporting on
the Chinese democracy movement, 1989, the number of news

stories published by the New York Times significantly

increased during the period from May 20 to June 30.
Hypothesis 3 was partially supported by the categories of b)
subject-matter, c¢) actors, d) source of information, and e)
type of item. Hypothesis 3 was not supported by the
categories of a) item length, and f) prominence of news

display.
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CHAPTER VI. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION

Summary

June 4, 1989. On this day, the democratic reform
movement was crushed by troops in Tiananmen square in Beijing,
and the slow but increasingly substantial improvement of
Chinese press freedom was halted by the Chinese Communist
Party. Meanwhile, the American press reflected and
highlighted China's political vulnerabilities to the world.
The world media audiences could not only observe but also
participate in the events surrounding Tiananmen sgquare.

The major objectives of this study were to investigate
the differences in the news stories published by the People's

Daily and the New York Times relating to the Chinese democracy

movement, also to examine the press performance of each
newspaper during the period from April 15 to June 30, 1989.
The question the researcher attempted to answer was "From
April 15 to June 30, did the change in the socio-political
situation in the People's Republic of China significantly
affect the content of news stories relating to the democracy

movement published by the People's Daily and the New York

Times either within newspapers or between newspapers?" This

question was broken down into three hypotheses:
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Hypothesis 1. Differences in the content of news stories
relating to the democracy movement published by the
People's Daily and the New York Times can be found in
terms of a) item length; b) subject-matte; c) actors
presented; d) source of information; e) type of item;
and £) prominence of news display.

Hypothesis 2. Before and after May 20, there are
differences in the content of news stories relating to
the democracy movement published by the People's Daily
in terms of a) item length; b) subject-matter; c¢)
actors presented; d) source of information; e) type of
item; and f) prominence of news display.

Hypothesis 3. Before and after May 20, there are
differences in the content of news stories relating to
the democracy movement published by the New York Times
in terms of a) item length; b) subject-matter; c)
actors presented; d) source of information; e) type of
item; and £) prominence of news display.

Results supported the a), d), e), and £f) parts of
Hypothesis 1, that is, differences of news coverage between
two newspapers were found in terms of item length, source of
information, type of item, and the prominence of news
display. Results partially supported the b) and c¢) parts of
Hypothesis 1, i.e., differences were found in terms of
crime/communism, democracy, politics, military, individual
safety, PRC officials, and foreign officials; differences
were not found in terms of other categories.

Findings partially supported the b) and ¢) parts of
Hypothesis 2, that is, differences of news coverage within

the People's Daily were found during the period before and

after May 20 in some categories of subject-matter and actors
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presented: military, crime/communism, demonstration, PRC
officials, students, and citizen/laborer. Findings did not
support Hypothesis 2 in terms of a) item length, d) source of
information, e) type of item, and £) prominence of news
display.

In Hypothesis 3, data analyses supported all the
categories of b) subject-matter; partially supported the
categories of a) item length, ¢) actor presented, d) source
of information, and e) type of item in terms of PRC
officials, students, foreign officials, journalists,
citizen/laborer, international news agencies, and letters.

Overall, findings showed that the contents of these two
newspapers' news stories were different and that changes in
the socio-political situation affected press motivation to

some degree. The People's Daily--an official PRC newspaper--

exhibited characteristics of a market-motivated press only
during'the period from April 15 to May 19, 1989, whereas the

New York Times continued exhibiting the market-motivated

characteristics throughout the three-month period.

Conclusion

Under the dynamic concept of the press, the relations
among the press, government, and public are recognized as

mutual. The public, especially, is both subject and object
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of government and press. If we assume that press behavior
and values are determined and identified by primary motives--
survival, ideology, and market--it would be logical to assume
that the same primary motives are shared by the government
and the people.

In reporting on the Chinese democracy movement, a U.S.

newspaper--the New York Times--actively constructed realities

that interacted with social power in the People's Republic of
China. As the press of the leader of the democratic world,
the American press saw press freedom and the democracy as
safeguards (Schillinger, 1989). The American press seemed to
view reporting on the Chinese democracy movement as its
responsibility as well as telling the truth about the

Tiananmen square events. As a title of an article in the New

York Times read: "'Please, tell the world,' students beg,"

the New York Times investigated the news as it happened in

the PRC, then diffused it to the rest of the world (New York
Times, A20, June 4, 1989).
Therefore, by its manner of reporting on the Chinese

democracy movement, the New York Times exhibited

characteristics of an ideology-motivated press, i.e.,
distributing the ideas of democracy to the world. The data
analysis supported this concept and showed that during the

three-month period, the New York Times reported mainly on
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democracy and demonstrations; and presented main actors who
were primarily students.

Meanwhile, the New York Times also exhibited the

characteristics of a market-motivated press in reporting on

the Chinese democracy movement. Findings showed that the
i T

ntheé of news stories and the le@gﬁh of stories relating to
L N o

the Chinese democracy movement increased significantly after

the imposition of martial law in the PRC. It can be

inferred that for the New York Times, news values are
positively related to the political situation in certaiﬁ
countries. In other words, the more explosive the political
situation is, the higher the news value it has. Student
demonstrations, especially June 4 massacre, was a
sensational issue which had high news value. The New York
Times, therefore, paid much attention to report on the
democracy movement from May 20 to June 30. Womack (1989)
observed that, to some extent, the interpretation of
American media about Tiananmen incidents in 1989, and the
aspects of reporting on student demonstrations were
exaggerated (Womack, 1989).

Moreover, findings showed that the major source of

information of the New York Times was newspaper staffs. 1In

other words, newspapers staffs of the New York Times decided

what the audience should know. This characteristic of the
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U.S. press suggests that "truth will triﬁmph in a free and
open marketplace of ideas” (Schillinger, 1989:25). News

stories on the Chinese democracy movement, 1989, published

by the New York Times, therefore, illustrated both an

ideology-motivated and a market-motivated press.

The PRC press showed many differences in comparison
with the U.S. press. Under the dynamic theory, a press is
able to change its motivation as the socio-political
situation dictates. To use Lippman's metaphors, the press
is not likely to change "the picture in its head'" unless
there is a fundamental break with the status quo "in the
world out there" (Lippman, 1922:35). In reporting on the

Chinese democracy movement, the People's Daily--a communist

newspaper--broke party ranks to endorse the student movement
during the period from May 9 to May 19. The press began by
urging the Chinese authorities and students to communicate

withAeach other. On May 9, 1989, the People's Daily strayed

from the party line when 1,000 of the journalists in Beijing
marched for press freedom. In communist China, a communist
paper had never been known to demonstrate against the
authorities. The actions of PRC journalists might be partly
understood as an outcome of mounting frustrations of PRC's
journalism policy. By official prescription, PRC's

journalists are supposed to simultaneously serve the Party
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and government and serve the public. 1In practice, the
former generally takes precedence--as the press autocracy of
the Cultural Revolution period (1966-76) illustrated to an
absurd degree. During the reform decade, however,
journalists became increasingly reflective about the
dilemmas inherent in their dual mission, and increasingly
outspoken about the official constraints on their work.
Findings of this study showed that the PRC journaiists were
highly correlated with the demonstrations and democracy
during the period from April 15 to May 19. The journalistic
activism during the period of the democracy movement was not
so surprising when seen as the climax of ten years of
ferment over press-state relation. Moreover, it suggests

that the People's Daily exhibited characteristics of a

market-motivated press during this period.

After the imposition of martial law, however, the PRC
press shifted its motivation to serve the PRC Communist
Party and the press was no longer in any sense independent
of the government. Media organizations and journalists have
become prime target of "rectification" and repression since
troops retook Tiananmen square on June 4, 1989. Results of
this study showed that the PRC journalists were highly
correlated with the crime news because numerous PRC

journalists were arrested.
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The PRC press became a propaganda tool of the PRC
government during the period from May 20 to June 30, 1989.
Findings showed that during this period, the news items
relating to politics, military affairs, government
officials, and crime/communism, significantly increased.

The Tiananmen crackdown on the domestic and foreign press
showed that the government's primary motive was the survival
of the existing power structure. Furthermore, such
developments can be signified that the PRC's current
leadership regards restiveness among the press corps as no
small threat.

In sum, press motivation seems to revert when there is
a change in power that is perceived to be damaging to the
very interest of tlie newspaper and the public it serves.
Evidently, the Chinese student demonstrations were a
challenge to the Chinese Party's monopoly on political
power, a challenge to the role of a communist press--whether
to serve people or government--and a challenge to a Western
medium responsible for describing the social context of

People's Republic of China.

Recommendation for Further Research

Based on the findings of this study, several

implications can be discerned. First, it is believed that
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extensive research and a comparative analysis of the quality
of news in terms of accuracy, or credibility, is worth
doing. Second, the influence of news on opinion--how
people's thoughts are influenced by newspapers, what
information people tend to use in 6rganizing their thoughts
of the world and events, and what direct/indirect effect
news presented in newspapers has--could also be a crucial
study.

Third, as many China scholars claimed, the way in which
the PRC readers understand newspapers is much different from
the way in which overseas Chinese do. The PRC readers read
news between the lines; they know something more than the
papers tell. It would be interesting to compare the reading
habits of Chinese from the PRC with those of the Chinese
from Taiwan, Hong Kong, and elsewhere to determine different
perceptions of what is reported in the newspapers. Fourth,
avcomparative analysis of official PRC newspapers and local
newspapefs, or a comparative analysis of Taiwan, Hong Kong,
and the PRC press editorial attitudes towards the Tiananmen
incident would constitute worthy research.

Finally, as the concept of dynamic characteristics of
the press is still new, further research is needed to
determine if this concept is valid, reliable, and applicable

to the media in various regions of the world.
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Column Variable name

Description

1 NP

2~ 4 IDNO
5- 8 DATE
9-13 LENGTH
14 Blank

15-21 SUBJECT

22-28 ACTOR

29 SOURCE

30 TYPE

31 PROM

Newspaper 1. People's Daily
2. New York Times

Newspaper I.D. number
Date of newspaper
Item length: sgquare inches

Subject-matter (code to 3)
1. Politics

2. Military

3. Individual safety

4. Crime/communism

5. Demonstrations

. Democracy

7. Other

Actors presented (code to 3)

1. PRC official

2. Opposition leader
3. Student

4. Foreign official
S§. Journalist

6. Citizen/laborer
7. Other

Source of information
. Official agency

Newspaper staff
International source
Private/individual
Other

A dWN -

Type of item
1. Report of event
2., Feature story
3. Analysis
4. Editorials
5. Letters
6. Other

Prominence of news display
1. Front page above fold
2. Front page below fold
3. 1Inside page above fold
4. Inside page below fold

PRC unofficial organization

No
Yes

No
Yes
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APPENDIX B. EXAMPLE OF STORIES FROM THE

PEOPLE'S DAILY
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