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I INTRODUCTION 

At the present time the farm labor shortage is a 

major problem in this country. Many men nnd women have 

left farm communities for the armed forces and urban 

employment. New sources of labor must be found if the 

farms in Iowa and other states are to meet their production 

goals. 

Labor from many sources might be used. Plans have 

already been made to move labor from farming areas which 

are not productive into those areas which are. Adults 

on vacation and school children are other possible sources 

of labor. 

This thesis is concerned with the uss of woman power 

on the home farm and more especially with tasks designated 

as farm work or closely connected with it which Bre per

formed by young college women on their home farms. 

Tasks designated as farm work, or closely connected 

with it, performed in 1942 by young college women were 

studied, as well as their statement of plans for 1943 

and factors which might affect their participation 

in farm work. Among these factors were the tasks done by 

the mothers, existence of a labor shortage, major source 
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of income l brothers at home, and attitude towards farm 

tasks. Adjustment made in the use of leisure time neces

sitated by increased farm responsibility was also studied. 
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II. REVIEW OF O'rHER STUDIES 

Early in 1942 the U.S.D.A. Extension Service realized 

that farm labor problems would become more acute in the 

latter part of the year, and serious in 1943. In antici

pation of assistance they might give farm families, a 

federal extension committee was appointed in July, 1942, 

to study the situation. Inquiries were sent to the home 

demonstration staffs in each of the 48 states. 

This study reports some interesting changes in the 

work done by farm women and girls throughout the United 

States in 1942.1 Twice as many women did farm chores in 

1942 as in 1941. According to the estimates of the home 

demonstration staffs in the 31 states reporting, twice as 

many worked in the fields, and three times as many operated 

tractors and other power machinery. Women and girls engaged 

in all kinds of field work were reported by 21 states, dairy 

activities by 16 states, and tractor operation by 15 states. 

The increase in the percentage of farm women and girls 

operating power machinery in the central states, which 

includes Iowa, was greater than in other regions. For 1941 

1 U.S.D.A. Extension Service. National SUDnrlary of inquiry 
-into changes in the work of farm women and girls caused 
by war labor shortages. Extension Service Circular 
No. 395. November, 1942. 



- 4 -

it was estimated that 60 per cent of the farm women in 

Iowa helped with chores. For 1942 the estimate was 80 

per cent. Also in Iown, the proportion assisting with 

field work increased from 10 to 35 per cent; the proportion 

operating power machinery, such as tractors, increased 

from 5 to 40 per cent. 

A survey of the extent to which Iowa farm women carried 

on certain household tasks was made in 1940 by Margaret 

Tiffany Wilcox.l Three groups of families were represented: 

203 families where the woman did home projects in the home 

economics extension program, 76 Farm Security Administration 

families with tenant-purchase lonns, III families selected 

at random over the state. The three types of farm tasks 

studied were gardening, care of poultry, and churning of 

butter. In all three groups of families the care of the 

garden was primarily the responsibility of the housewife. 

She had sole responsibility in 46.6 per cent of the families 

for the tenant purchase group, 46 per cent of those families 

selected at random, and 36 per cent of the families in the 

extension eroup. In one-fifth to ene-third of the families, 

the whole family was responsible, and to a somewhat lesser 

degree, in other families, the husband and wife together 

were responsible. (Table 1) 

1 Wilcox, Margaret Tiffany. Information on household tasks 
of Iowa farm women. Unpublished data. 1940. 
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TABLE 1 Responsibility for Care of Garden £Y 
Groups of Iowa Farm Families, 1940 

Percentage of Total l"amilies 
Persons Responsible 

Extension F.S.A. Random 

Wife 36.0 46.6 46.0 
'Whole Fa.mily 30.0 18.7 21.6 
Husband and Wife 15.3 22.7 11.7 
Wife and Children 4.9 5.3 4.5 
Husband 5.9 2.7 9.0 
Other 3.0 1.3 4.5 
Husband and Children .5 0 .9 

Total Families having Garden95.6 97.3 98.2 

1 Unpublished data made available by :Margaret Tiffany Wilcox 

TABLE 2 Responsibility for Feeding and Care of 
Poultry by Groups of Iowa Farm Families, 19401 

Percentage of Total Families 
Persons Responsible 

P.S.A. Random 

Wife 73.7 78.4 

Husband 25.3 18.0 

Children 1.3 10.8 

Who~e Family 5.3 5.4 

Total Families having Poultry 100.0 99.1 

1 Unpublished data made available by Margaret Tiffany Wilcox 
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The major responsibility ror taking care or poultry 

was assumed by the wife in 78.4 per cent of the randomly 

selected families, 73.7 per cent of the F.S.A. ramilies. 

No in£ormation was given on care of poultry in the extension 

group or families. (Tabla 2) In view of the fact that a 

high percentage of young families occurred in the F.S.A. 

group, it is not surprising that there were relatively few 

ramilies ~here children assumed responsibility. In the 

extension group of families 27.3 per cent churned their 

own butter £or home use. In the Farm Security Administration 

group, 42.7 per cent, Bnd in the families selected at 

random 53.2 per cent churned butter. (Table 3) 

TABLE 3 The Churning of Butter by !jree Groups 
or Iowa Farm Families, 1940 

Families 

Random 

F.S.A. 

Extension 

Percentage 

53.2 

42.7 

27.3 

1 Unpublished data made available by Margaret Ti£fany Wilcox 
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III. n~VESTIGATI ON 

A. Sample 

One hundred Iowa State College freshmen women were 

chosen for this study. Freshmen women were selected because 

of their having been on farms frcm January to September 

of 1942. Freshmen farm women contacted who had not been on 

the farm during the SUl"rJner of 1942 were excluded from the 

study. ~Teshmen women from farms other than in Iowa and 

nearby states were excluded because of the probable dis

similarity of their farm problems. The author wished to 

keep the group as homogeneous as pos's i ble • 

The names of all freshmen woman living on farms were 

obtained £rom admission blenks in the personnel office. 

A total of 176 women were contacted but only 100 fulfilled 

the above qualifications. 

The distribution of the farms according to states 

was as follows: Iowa 91, Illinois 5, Minnesota 2, 

Missouri 2. Fifty-five of the ninety-nine counties in 

Iowa were represented by the ninety-one cases. A map 

is included showing the location of these farms. 

(Figure 1.) 
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B. Method or Procedure 

Each freshman woman was contacted by the investigator 

and an appointment made for an interview. The investigator 

personally interviewed all 100 women, rilling out the 

schedules in their presence. The interviews varied in 

length rrom 20 to 30 minutes. 

This method of investigation was chosen in order to 

secure unirormity of interpretation. An explanation of 

Bome of the questions was necessary. This would have been 

impossible had the questionnaire method been used. 

C. Discussion 

One factor seemed to be the most important throughout 

in influencing the rarm labor practices of the women studied. 

This was the statement as to whether or not there was a 

labor shortage on their farm during 1942. It was also thought 

that presence of brothers who could assume responsibility 

for farm tasks would be important. Therefore, the lV.omen. 

were grouped according to this classification: 

Group 
I No labor shortage, no brothem 14-20 years 

II No labor shortage, brothers 14-20 years 

- III Labor shortage, no brothers 14-20 years 

IV Labor shortage, brothers 14-20 years 

Ho. in 

9 

12 

50 

29 
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In most instances Groups I and II together were com

pared with Groups III and IV; thus the 21 women who 

reported no labor shortage on their home rarm were con

trasted with the 79 women who reported a labor shortage. 

The influence of some factors on the freshmen women's 

share of farm tasks, other than labor shortage and presence 

of brothers 14-20 years of age, has also been investigated. 
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IV. PRESENTATION OF DATA 

A. Some Facts About the Farm Families Included in This study 

Age of family members 

The freshmen girls interviewed were very similar in age. 

Although the range was from 16 to 21 years of age, 59 per 

cent of the girls were 18 years of age. The mode was 18 years. 

TABLE 4 Age of Girls 

Age Number 

16 1 
17 23 
18 59 
19 9 
20 5 
21 3 

Mean 18.03 100 

The range in fathers' ages was from 38 to 65 years~ 

and in mothers t ages from 38 to 64 years. Only 12 fathers 

were over 55 years of age, only four mothers. Four fathers 

were over 60, and one mother was over GO years of' age. 

The mean of fathers' ages was 48.62 years. The mean of 

mothers' ages was 46.07 years. 
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~ Economics training 

Ninety-one per cent of the girls had taken home economics 

courses in high school, the most frequent number of years 

being two. The range of years was from one to five. Only 

15 girls had had more than two years of home economics, 

however. 

TABLE P Home Economics Training 

Years Percentage 

0 9 
1 30 
1.5 4 
2 42 
2.5 2 
3 11 
3.5 0 
4 1 
4.5 0 
5 1 

Total 100 

Averages for those having had home economics training: 

Mode 2 Mean 1.67 Median 2.14 

4-H Club Membership 

Seventy-five per cent of the girls interviewed either 

belonged or had beloneed at some time to a 4-H club. 

Twenty-five per cent had never belonged. 

A total of III projects were done by the 75 girls 



- 12 -

belonging to clubs. Over one-third of these projects were 

done in tesks included in this study with the largest 

number, 23, or 20 per cent, concentrated on canning. Four-

teen girls, or 18.6 per cent of those doing projects, did 

gardening projects. Three per cent of the projects were 

done in 8tock~raising. The number of projects done 1s 

much smaller than the number of girls actually carrying on 

these tasks. (Table 6) 

TABLE 6 4-E Club Projects Dealing With Farm 
Tasks Carried on By Girls 

c::: 

Project Number Percentage 

Canning 23 20.7 

Gardening 14 12.6 

Raising livestock 4 3.6 

Total of these projects 41 37 

Health ££ family members 

Ninety-six per cent of the girls stated they were in 

good health. Seventy-nine per cent of their mothers were 

reported to be in good health, and seventy-two per cent of 

their fathers. Fair health was claimed for 17 per cent of 

the fathers. Only three fathers and two mothers were said 
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to be in poo~ health. Three £athers and two mothers were 

no longer living. 

Since most girls and their mothe~s were in good health, 

the effect of health on farm tasks undertaken has not been 

studied. 

Size of ,families --
The size of the families represented varied f~om two to 

twelve members. The £amily of two consisted of the father 

and 18 year old daughter, the mother being dead. Families of 

four occurred most often, there being 29 such families. 

TABLE 7 Family Size 

Number in No Labor Labor Total 
Family Shortage Shortage Number 

2 0 1 1 
3 1 23 24 
4 7 22 29 
5 5 13 18 
6 4 11 15 
7 1 7 8 
8 1 1 2 
9 2 0 2 

10 0 0 0 
11 0 0 0 
12 9 1 1 

Total 21 79 100 
Mean 5.5 4.5 4.98 
Median 5.38 4.7 3.86 
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Size of farms and sources of income -- -
The f~rms varied in size from 32 to 1160 acres, with 

the average size being approximately 290 acres. The two 

smallest farms, 32 and 40 acres, were part-time farms; 

that is, the fathers had full-time jobs away from the 

farms and the families raised only enough food for their 

own needs~ Another farm, located near Kansas City, Missouri, 

was primarily a truck farm. Outside of these threo unusual 

cases, the farms listed grain, livestock, dairy products, 

poultry, and eggs as most important sources of' income. 

Forty-eight per cent of the farms raised livestock primarily. 

Forty-two per cent of tbem raised grain primarily. 

Farms with ~ without labor shortage 

A labor shortage was reported for 79 per cent of the 

farms; for 21 per cent no labor shortage was reported., 

There seemed to be several factors contributing to this. 

The average size of families stating they had a labor 

shortage was smaller than those who had no shortage. The 

modes were three and four respectively; the means, four and 

a half and five and a half' respectively. This one additional 

member of the family to assist with farm work may have been 

the reason for the non-existence of a labor shortage among 

some families. (Table 7) 
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The av~rage size o£ farms with n labor shortage was 

approximately 300 acres. Farms without a labor shortage 

averaged approximately 250 acres. Using the t-test this 

di£ference was not slgnl£icant. (Table 8) 

TABLE 8 Average Size of Farm, Farms Classified by Age of 
Girls' Brothers and Existence of a Labor Shortage 

No Labor Shortage 
No brothers 14-20 years of age 
Brothers 14-20 years o£ age 
All 

Labor Shortage 
No brothers 14-20 years of age 
Br0tbers l4-20 years of age 
All 

Total Average 
Range 

Size of Farm 
(in acres) 

251.00 
236.00 
242.00 

303.00 
303.66 
303.39 

290.55 
32-1160.00 

Another difference was found in the major source of 

income. For two-thirds of the farms reporting no labor 

shortage grain was the most important source of income; 

only one-£ourth of these £arms specialized in livestock. 

More than one-half of the farms reporting a labor shortage 

listed livestock as the most important source of income; 
-

grain was most important for only 35 per cent of these 

farms. (Table 9) 
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TABLE 9 Most Important Source of Income 

Mos t Import an t No Labor Shortage Labor Shortage Total 
Source or Income Number Percentage Number Percentage 

Livestock 5 23.8 43 54.4 48 
Grain 14 66.7 28 35.4 42 
Dairy 1 4.7 5 6.3 6 
Poultry-and eggs 0 0 1 1.3 1 
Truck garden 0 0 1 1.3 1 
Part-time rarm 1 4.7 1 1.3 2 

Total 21 100.0 79 100.0 100 

The parents on rarms where a labor shortage was re-

ported were slightly older than those on rarms where no 

'labor shortage was reported. The dirrerences were too 

slight to be signlrlcant. (Table 10) 

TABLE 10 Average Age of Parents 

Average Age of 

1:.~other Father 

No labor shortage 45.7 45.7 

Labor shortage 46.18 49.39 

Total 46.07 48.62 
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Reasons reported for labor shortage 

Various reasons for the labor shortage were reported 

by the girls interviewed. Eighty-six per cent of those 

stating there was a shortage gave no seasonal help available 

as a reason. The second most frequent reason reported for 

the labor shortage was expanded production. (Table 11) 

TABLE 11 Reasons Reported for Farm Labor Shortage 

Reason Number Percentage 

No seasonal help available 68 86.0 

Expanded production 44 55.7 

Hired man left 21 26.6 

No hired man available 16 20.2 

Elderly hired man 10 12.7 

Family members drafted 7 8.9 

Hired man incompetent 6 7.6 

Family members working elsewhere 1 1.2 

Total reporting labor shortage 79 100.0 

The reasons reported for the farm labor shortage by 
-

girls living on grain farms differed very slightly from 

reasons given by girls living on liv~stock farms. Seven 

ramilies on livestock farms had a member or the family 
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drafted, while no member of a family on a grain farm was 

drafted. Both groups most frequently reported no seasonal 

help as a reason for the shortage, 82 per cent of the 28 

grain farms reporting a labor shortage, 88 per cent of the 

43 livestock farms reporting a labor shortage. (Table l2) 

TABLE 12 Girls Reporting Reasons for Farm Labor Shortage, 
Farms Classified by N~jor Source of Income 

Grain Livestock 
Reason Number Percentage Number Percentage 

No seasonal help available 22 82 38 88 

Expanded producation 16 57 23 53 

Hired man lert 9 32 10 23 

No hired man available 6 21 8 18 

Elderly hired man 4 14 5 14 

Family member drafted 0 0 7 16 

Hired man incompetent 1 3 3 6 

Family member working 0 0 1 2 
elsewhere 

Total reporting labor 28 100 43 100 
shortage 

Girls having jobs 

The girls were asked if they lived at home during the 

summer of 1942, but worked away from their home farm. 
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Twenty girls replied "yes" to this question. The majority 

of these girls having paying jobs worked in stores or 

offices in nearby towns. Two girls did housework in town 

and four girls helped with work on farms other than the 

one on which they lived. 

B. Tasks Done in 1942 

1. ~ girls 

Types of tasks done. Information was obtained as to 

the kind of help girls gave for 13 types of tasks, some of 

them distinctly farm tasks, others like canning and churning 

closely related to farm tasks. Each girl was asked whether 

she assisted or whether she had major responsibility. 

Grouping the assistance and major responsibility together, 

the girls helped with tasks in the following order of 

:frequency: 

1. canning of fruits and vegetables 

2. gardening 

3. field work apart :from operating the tractor 

4. running errands 

5. care of chickens 

6. washing the separator 

7. running the tractor 

8. care and feeding of livestock 
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9. canning meat 

10. churning butter 

11. milking 

12. marketing farm products 

13. keeping farm records 

Over 50 per cent of the girls interviewed helped with 

the first six tasks listed above. 

~ responsibility ~ tasks. More girls were given 

full responsibility for washing the separator than for any 

other one task studied. Fifteen per cent had full responsi

bility for running errands, 13 per cent for the care of 

chickens, and 12 per cent for the canning of fruits and 

vegetables. (Table 13) 

TABLE 13 Girls ASSisting and Carrying Full Responsibility 
for Various Farm Tasks in 1942 

Task Assisting Full Responsi-
bility Total 

Canning fruits and vegetables 80 13 93 
Gardening 78 6 84 
Field work apart from 

operating tractor 66 1 67 
Running errands 49 15 64 
Care of chickens 47 13 60 
Washing the separator 32 26 58 
Running tractor 40 1 41 
Feeding livestock 30 1 31 
Canning meat 21 1 22 
Churning butter 18 2 20 

. Milking 17 1 18 
Marketing farm products 9 :3 12 
Keeping farm records 8 1 9 
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Assistance ~ tasks. The largest percentage of 

girls, 80 per cent, assisted with the canning of fruits 

and vegetables. Seventy-eight per cent assisted with 

gardening, and 66 per cent assisted with field work apart 

from operating the tractor. Only one girl reported full 

responsibility for field tasks such as baying, shocking, 

harvesting, and detasseling corn. Forty-nine per cent of 

the girls assisted ~ith errand running, and 47 per cent with 

care of chickens. Forty per cent of the girls assisted with 

running the tractor. Only one girl was responsible for 

this job. (Table 13) 

Hours worked. The girls were asked at which farm 

activity involving field tasks apart from operating the 

tractor they had worked the longest hours per day. Of 

the field tasks at which girls worked the longest hours 

per day haying was most often mentioned. Forty-eight 

girls, or 89 per cent of those doing field work apart 

from operating the tractor, reported this task done. 

For 17 girls their longest days at field tasks involved 

help with threshing, and for nine girls it involved shocking 

oats. (Table 14) 

The girls were also asked to give for the peak season 

the average number of hours they worked at field tasks 

apart from operating· the tractor. One girl reported she 

worked an average of 12 hours a day, but the majority of 

girls reported an average of eight hours a day spent at 
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these tasks. The lowest average number of hours worked 

by any girl was two. The median number of hours per day 

for the 67 girls doing field tasks was eight and one

fourth, and the mean was soven and one-third. (Table 15) 

TABLE 15 Average liumber of Hours Worked Per Day at Field 
Tasks apart from Operating the Tractor During 

Peak Farm Seasons 

Number of Girls Reporting 
Number of Hours Total 

No Labor Shortage Labor Shortage 

2 1 2 3 
3 1 0 1 
4 1 8 9 
5 1 3 4 
6 2 7 9 
7 1 2 3 
8 2 15 17 
9 0 9 9 

10 0 6 6 
11 2 3 5 
12 0 1 1 

Number of girls 11 56 67 
Mean 6.45 7.50 7.21 
Median 5.75 8.40 8.15 

Girls who reported that they ran the tractor stated 

the longest number of hours spent in one day at this task. 

The number of hours most often reported W8,S eight. The 

range was from two hours to fourteen hours spent in one 

day at running the tractor. (Table 16) 
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TABLE 16 Greatest Number of Hours in One 
Day Spont Running Tractor 

Number of Girls Reporting 
Hours Spent 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Total 
Mode 
Mean 
Median 

No Labor 
Shortage 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 
8.00 
7.00 
8.33 

Labor 
Shortage 

2 

1 

1 

4 

2 

3 

0 

9 

:3 

5 

1 

3 

0 

1 

35 
8.00 
7.46 
8.50 

Total 

2 

1 

2 

5 

2 

:3 

0 

12 

3 

5 

2 

3 

0 

1 

41 
8.00 
7.39 
8.46 
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Tasks done ~ girls reporting ~ labor shortage compared 

~ those ~ £Z girls reporting !!E. shortage·~· In generfil a 

smaller percentage of the girls reportine no labor shortage 

on their farms helped with the tasks studied than did those 

where a labor shortage was reported. A relatively high pro

portion of girls on farms having a labor shortage reported 

the performance of the following tasks: field tasks apart 

from running the tractor, running the tractor, feeding live

stock, running errands, care of chickens, churning butter. 

(Table 17) 

TABLE 17 Girls Doing Specified Tasks 

No Labor Shortage Labor Shortsee 
Task Number Percentage Number Percentage 

Canning fruits and 
vegetables 18 86 75 95 

Gardening 18 86 66 84 
Washing separator 14 67 44 55 
Field tasks apa~t 

from running i 

tractor 11 52 56 71 
Running errands 11 52 ·53 67 
Care of .chickens 10 48 50 63 
Running tractor 6 29 35 44 
Milking 6 29 12 16 
Feeding livestock 4 19 t".- ::54 t:o.l 

Churning butter 3 14 20 26 
Canning meat 4 19 18 23 
Marke ting farm 

products 1 5 11 14 
Keeping farm records 1 5 8 10 

Total 21 100 79 100 
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Fif'ty-two per cent of the group repor.ting no labor 

shortage did field work apart f'rom"runnlng a tractor, 

wherens 70 per cent of the group reporting a labor shortage 

did some field work. However, using the chi-square test, 

this difference "was not found to be significant. 

Twenty-eieht por cent of the girls reporting no labor 

shortage drove a tractor in the su~~er of 1942. Forty

four par cent of the group reporting a labor shortage drove 

a traotor. Again, using the chi-square test, this difference 

was not found to be significant. 

For all but two tasks, the percentage of girls helping 

with the various tasks studied was greater on those f'arms 

reporting a labor shortage than on those where no labor 

shortage was reported. The two tasks which were performed 

by more of the girls reporting no labor shortage were 

milking and washing the separator. Two girls of the 21 

girls reporting no labor shortage eave no help whatsoever 

for any of the 13 specific tasks on which information was 

gathered. All girls in the group reporting a labor shortage 

helped wi th at least one 01' the tasks. 

Girls in the group reporting no labor shortage tended 

to assist more than to carry the whole responsibility for 

the tasks studied. Only in the canning of fruits and 

vegetables, care of chickens, running errands, and washing 

the separator did any girl in the eroup reportlng no labor 
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shortage carry the responsibility. For all 13 tasks 

investigated some girl in the group with a labor shortage 

carried the responsibility. The difference was, however, 

not significant. 

Effect ~ major source of income. Thinking some factor 

other than the existence of a labor shortage might have 

influenced the tasks done by freshmen girls, the author 

classified them by the major source of income on the farm. 

Few far~ in any other class than grain and livestock 

were included in the study; hence only girls living on 

grain and livestock farms were considered. (Table 18) 

For each type of farm approximately the same percentage 

of girls ran errands, took care of chickens, and helped 

with field tasks apart from operating the tractor. Nine-

teen girls on grain farms ran the tractor; eighteen girls 

on livestock farms ran the tractor. These were 45 and 37 

per cent of the total number in each group respectively, a 

slight difference. More girls in the eroup living on 

livestock farms fed livestock and milked cows than did the 

girls in the group living on grain far~. Forty-nine per 

cent of the girls from livestock farms fed livestock, while 

24 per cent of the girls on grain farms did this task. In 

milking cows 23 per cent of the girls on livestock farms 
-

assisted, 12 per cent of the girls on grain farms assisted. 

The differences in performance of these tasks between the 
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two groups of girls accordine; to source of income are not 

significant. (Table 18) 

TABLE 18 Girls Doing Specified Tasks Classified 
According to Msjor Source of Income 

Task GraIn Livestock 
Number Percentage Number Percentage 

Field tasks apart from 28 67 32 67 
operating tractor 

RunnIng errands 27 64 32 67 
Care of chickens 26 62 31 64 
Running tractor 19 45 18 37 
FeedIng livestock 10 24 19 49 
Milking 5 12 11 23 

Total 42 100 48 100 

Effect of brothers fourteen ~ twenty years ~ age ~ 

tasks done £[ girls. A comparison of the tasks done by 

girls \v1th brothers fourteen to twenty years and those 

without such brothers was made only in the group of 79 

girls reporting a labor shortage. (Table 19) Twenty

nine of these girls did and 50 did not have brothers 14 

to 20 years of age at home. A larger percentage of girls 

without than with brothers 14 to 20 years of age at home 

reported doing milking, errand running, marketing of farm 

products, farm record keeping, feedIng of livestock and 

field work apart from running the tractor. Approximately 

~he same percentage helped with washing the separator. 
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More girls wlth brothers at home 14 to 20 years of age than 

those without did gardening, ran the tractor_ and took care 

of chickens. Except for milking, tho differences in help 

given were slight. In the case of milking, 22 per cent of 

the girls with no brothers 14 to 20 years old at home milked 

eows, while only three per cent, or one girl of the group 

with brothers at home, milked cows. Using the chi-square 

test this last difference was significant. (Table 19) 

Girls follow mother's example. The pattern of work done 

by girls followed quite closely the work done by mothers. In 

most frumilies, more mothers than girls did most of the tasks 

studied. However, more girls than mothers ran the tractor 

and helped with field tasks apart from operating the tractor. 

2. ~ their mothers 

The kinds of tasks done by the largest percentage of 

, girls also tended to be the tasks done by the largest 

percentage of their mothers. The mothers were relatively 

high in the percentage doing canning of fruits and vegetables, 

gardening, care of chickens. (Table 20) For these t~sks 

a large percentage had full responsibility. Pour times as 

many mothers as girls kept farm records and three times 

as many mothers as girls did marketing of farm products. 

The-task studied with which fewest mo~hers helped was 

running the tractor. Only eight out of the 99 did this. 
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other tasks with less than 20 per cent of mothers helping 

with feeding of livestock, field work apart from operating 

the tractor, and milking. 

In all but four kinds of tanks studied more ~others 

than daughters helped. Twice as many daughters 8S mothers 

did feeding of livestock, four times as many helped with 

field tasks, five times as many operated tractors. More 

daughters than mothers did errand running. (Table 20) 

TABLE 20 Mothers Doing Specified Tasks in 19421 

Task 

Canning fruits and 
vegetables 

Gardening 
Care of chickens 
Washing separator 
Keeping farm rocords 
Running errands 
Marketing farm products 
Canning meat 
Churning butter 
Milking 
Field tasks apart from 

running tractor 
Feeding livestock 
Running tractor 

Assisting 

5 
9 
9 
4 

23 
35 
18 

0 
0 

14 

14 
12 
'8 

Full Respon
sibility 

92 
81 
66 
52 
27 

7 
8 

32 
27 

3 

1 
1 
0 

Total 
Helping 

97 
90 
75 
56 
50 
43 
36 
32 
27 
17 

15 
13 

8 

1 Two mothers were deceased. In one family an aunt did the 
work ordinarily done by the mother, making a total of 99 
"mothers" included in the report. 
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C. Changes in Tasks Done From 1941 to 1942 

1. ~ girls 

Several types of changes took place in tasks done from 

1941 to 1942. Entirely new tasks were taken on by some girls. 

More responsibility was taken on by other girls. (Table 21) 

In other cases girls did more housework in order that their 

mothers would have time freed for outside farm tasks. 

Additional farm tasks undertaken. Washing the separator 

was the only task which was not mentioned as being new for at 

least one girl. Twenty-one girls drove a tractor for the 

first time in 1942; this was 51 per cent of the total 

number driving tractors. Twenty girls helped with field 

tasks apart from operating a tractor for the first time in 

1942; this was 30 per cent of the total doing these tasks 

in 1942. Canning fruits and vegetables was a new activity 

for only five girls. Milking was a new activity for only 

four girls, although these constituted 22 per cent of those 

reporting that they were doing any milking in 1942. 

The largest number of girls increased the holp eiven in 

the canning of fruits and vegetables. This was probably 

due to several causes, chief among them beine the victory 

garden and canning program. Forty-five girls helped more 

with the canning of fruits and vegetables, many of them 

stating that the family canned larger amounts of food than 

formerly. Thirty-six girls did more errand running, and 
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34 girls dId more gardening. A rather large proportion 

or girls, 43 per cent or the 60 girls who took care of 

chickens, assisted more with this task in 1942 than they 

had in 1941. Eight out or the 12 girls who did m1lk1ng in 

1941 reported that they helped more w1th the milking in 1942. 

TABLE 21 Changes from 1941 to 1942 
in Tasks Done by Girls 

Task 

Canning fruits and 
vegetables 

Helped 
New in more in 

1942 1942 

5 45 
Field tasks apart from 

running tractor 20 21 
Running errands 3 36 
Garden1ng 2 34 
Running tractor 21 11 
Care of chickens 1 26 
Wash1ng separator 0 15 
Milking 4 8 
Fe~alng livestock 3 B 
Canning meat 2 7 
Marke~ing farm product 1 7 
Keeping rarm records 3 :3 
Churn1ng butter 1 4 

Total new 
and helped 

more 

50 

41 
39 
36 
32 
27 
15 
12 
11 

9 
8 
6 
5 

1 See Table 13 for total number doing t~sk 

Percentage 
or total 
girls doing 
each spec
i.fied taskl 

54 

61 
60 
43 
78 
45 
26 
67 
35 
41 
67 
67 
25 

If the number or g1rls who did a task ror the rirst 

time is added to the number who assisted more, the greatest 

increase 1n number of girls helping with a particular task 

was in the canning or .fru1ts and vegetables. The second 
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highest increase was In the. field tasks apart from operating 

the tractor. 

It the increase in help is based on the percentage of 

change rather than the number ot girls changing~ the greatest 

increase in help tor a single task studied was in running the 

tractor. The number of girls operating a tractor chnnged 

from 20 in 1941 to 41 in 1942~ a 105 per cent increase. 

Thirty-two girls either operated a tractor for the first 

time in 1942 or did it more than in 1941. This was 78 per 

cent of the total 41 girls stating that they ran a tractor 

in 1942. Other tasks showing a high proportion of increase 

in help were milking, marketing of farm products~ and keep

ing farm records. The numbers of girls helping with these 

tasks in both years was small, however. (Table 21) 

2. §l their mothers 

Very few mothers took on new farm or closely related 

to farm tasks in 1942. (Table 22) Neither did the mothers 

change from assisting with a task to full responsibility for 

it--according to the statements of their daughters. The 

author did not try to measure the change in amount of any 

one task done~ or the number of hours spent dOing it. With

out a doubt many farm women had larger flocks of chickens, 

had larger gardens, and did more canning in 1942 than in 

1941. However, a few women took on new tasks. In 1941 in 
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contrast with 1942~ six more women helped with field work 

other than operating the tractor~ five more women red 

livestock, and rive-more ran the tractor. In five or the 

eight ramiliea where the mother ran the tractor, the girl 

also ran the tractor. In twelve of the fifteen ramilies 

where the mother helped with field tasks apart from running 

the tractor~ the girl also helped. (Table 22) 
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D. Changes in Housework Done From 1941 to 1942 

With a view to finding whether their participation in 

household activities had any influence on the girls' sharing 

in tasks studied, the girls were asked whether they had done 

more or less housework in the summer of 1942 than in 1941. 

Sixty-two per cent of all the girls said they did more 

housework in 1942, while 38 per cent said they did the same 

or less. 

The existence of a labor shortage seemed as if it might 

be a factor cutting into housework. Two-thirds of the girls 

who reported a labor shortage on their home farm did more 

housework and one-third did the same or less. The same 

proportions were found in the group of girls reporting no 

labor shortage. 

It seemed probable that the performance of certain 

tasks by the girls interviewed would have a special influence 

on the amount of housework done by them. Girls were class-

i:fied in the following i'ive groups: 

Group No. in 
Group 

I Girls who both ran the tractor and 39 
did other field work 

II Girls who ran the tractor or did 69 
other field work or did both 

III Girls who did one or more of the five 84 
tasks of running the tractor, other 
field work, feeding of livestock, 
milking, or taking care of chickens 
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(group) (number) 

IV Girls who did one or more of six tasks 93 
which included gardening in addition 
to the five tasks in Group III 

V Girls who did no field tasks including 31 
running the tractor 

Group I, which included those girls who both ran the 

tractor and did- other field tasks, had a larger percentage 

of girls doing the same amount or less housework in 1942 

than any of the other groups. The tasks in Group I took a 

relatively high proportion of hours in anyone day, accord

ing to the report of those girls doing them, and would 

therefore be expected to take time away from household 

tasks. Group V, which included those girls doing no running 

of the tractor or field tasks, had a lower percentage of 

girls doing the same· or less housework than any of the five 

groups, and conversely, had the largest percentage of girls 

doing more housework in 1942. (Table 23) 

For the grou,i; .:;1' girls studied, the performance of field 

tasks, including running the tractor, definitely tended to 

reduce the amount of housework done. Girls who performed 

these tasks did less housework; those that did not perform 

them did more housework. The difference, however, is not 

significant. 

The girls interviewed were asked to give reasons why they 

helped either more or less with housework in 1942 than in 1941. 

Sixty-two girls stated they had done more housework and 29 
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TABLE 23 Girls Reporting a Specified Relationship 
of Housework in 1942 in Contrast with 1941~ 
Classified According to Tasks Performed 

Girls Vllio Reported Doing 

Type of Tasks More Housework Less or Same Housework 
Performed Number Percentage Number Percentage 

Group I 18 46.0 21 54.0 
Group II 39 56.5 30 43.5 
Group III 48 57.1 36 42.9 
Group IV 55 59.1 38 40.9 
Group V 23 74.2 8 25.8 

All girls report- 62 62.0 38 38.0 
ing in study 

TABLE 24 Girls Reporting Specified Reasons For 
Doing More Housework in 1942 

Percentage 
Reason of those 

Doine More 
Humber Housework 

Relieve mother for outside work 26 41 
More 'Work to do 15 24 
l'.other not well 10 16 
Girl older 9 14 
M:ore interest 8 13 
No hired girl 6 9 
Sister not home 4 6 
Relieve mother for other duties 2 :5 
Mother deceased 1 1 

Total number of girls doing more 62 100 
housework 

Total number of reasons given 81 
Average number of reasons given 

per girl reporting 1.3 
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stated they had done less. 

The reason most often given for doing more housework 

was to relieve the mother for outside work~ usually gardening. 

(Table 24) Twenty-six girls mentioned doing more housework 

in order to relieve their mothers for outside work. Fifteen 

girls said they helped more because there was more to do, 

canning primarily. 

The reason most often given for "doing less housework 

was work on the farm outside of the house. (Table 25) 

Twenty-one girls stated they helped less with housework 

1n order to help more with farm tasks. Seven girls helped 

less with housework because they hud full-time jobs~ five 1n 

store or office work, two at other farms. These same girls, 

however, helped with many other tasks such as gardening, 

care of chickens, field work apart from operating the tractor. 

One girl stated that both she and her mother had less to do 

in 1942 because they had a better hired girl. 

TABLE 25 Reasons Reported for Doing Less Housework 
in 1942 by the 29 Girls Vfuo Did Less Housework 

Reason Number Percentage 

Work on f'arm outside house 21 72 
Job 7 24 
Good hired girl 1 3 

Total 29 100 

A group of 11 girls stated they had always helped with 

housework and had continued to do so in 1942. 
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E. Attitudes of Girls Townrd Farm Tanks 

and Payment for their Work 

1. ~ ~ dislike ~ ~ tasks 

Moet of the eirls interviewed stated that they liked 

farm work in general. seventy-two girls replied "yes" to 

the question, "Do you enjoy farm work?" Twonty-five girls 

replied "no" and throe girls said they were indifferent. 

Many,of those girls who said they disliked farm work gen

erally, liked some specific task; gardeninr;, for exa7np~e, 

was mentioned by several girls. 

The attitude toward farm vlork in general seemed to 

affect the tasks dono by the Girls. Among the girls ex

pressing dislike for farm \York in general" more girls 1'0-

ported weeding and caring for the carden than doing any 

other task carried on outside the house. Ten girls, 40 

per cent, disliking farm work generally" helped with care 

of chickens. The same number (10) helped with field work 

other than running the tractor, while only five girls, or 

20 per cent, ran the tractor, and none milked cows or fed 

livestock. (Table 26) 

Of the 72 girls who stated they liked farm work 

generally, 88 per cent did gardeninG, 75 per cent helped 

with field ~urk, 67 per cent cared for chickens, and 48 

per cent ran t:le tr~ctor. Among those who liked i'arm work 

generally the percentage of girls helping with specific 
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tasks is greater £or every task than the percentage of 

girls helping who disliked farm work. (Table 26) 

TABLE 26 Girls Performing Specified Tasks, Classified 
According to Their Attitude Towards Farm 

Work in General 

Like Dislike 
Task . Number ---Perc en tage Number Percentage 

of Girls of Girls of Girls of Girls 

Gardening 64 88 17 68 

Field Work Apart from 54 75 10 40 
Operating Tractor 

Care of chickens 48 67 10 40 

Running tractor 35 48 5 10 

Feeding livestock 31 43 0 0 

Milking 18 25 0 0 

Total 72 100 25 100 

The dif£erence in percentage of those helping with 

specified tasks between those who expressed a like and 

those who expressed a dislike for farm work in general 

was significant for running the tractor, and highly signi

ficant for the feeding of livestock. 

Dislike expressed for farm work in general undoubtedly 

related to some tasks more than others. Some indications 

of the difference can be seen by noting the percentage of 
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the girls doing a given task who expressed a like or a 

dislike £or farm tasks 1n general. (Table 27) 

TABLE 27 Girls Helping with Tasks \Vho Liked or 
Disliked Farm Work in General 

Task Total 'Numb~r . Percentage· 
Doing Task Liking Disliking 

lUlking 18 100 a 

Feeding livestock 31 100 0 

Running tractor 41 85 11 

Field work apart £rom 67 81 15 
opera ting tree tOIl 

Care o£ chickens 60 80 17 

Gardening 84 76 20 

1 These figures are slightly different from those in Table 
26 because they include the three girls who were indifferent 
to farm work in general. 

No cne who disliked farm work in general or felt 

indifferent about it either milked cows or fed livestock. 

Only 11 per cent of the girls Who ran the tractor disliked 

farm work. Fifteen per cent of the total number helping 

with field work disliked farm work, and 17 per cent of the 

girls taking caro of chickens. Twenty per cent of those 

girls doing gardening expressed a dislike for farm work in 

general. 
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2. Specific tasks liked and disliked 

Each girl interviewed was asked to state which ;farm 

tasks she liked best and which ones she liked least. Some 

said they liked everything, others said they liked nothing, 

but most of the girls listed a few specific tasks which 

they either enjoyed or disliked particularly. (Table 28) 

More girls stated they liked to drive the tractor than 

any other one activity. Next in order of number of girls 

liking was gardening, followed by care of chickens. Gardening 

was mentioned as an activity les.st enjoyed by 26 girls; 

milking was least enjoyed by 25 girls. 

TABLE 28 Girls StatIng That Certain Tasks 
Were Likad Best and JJ98st 

Number of Girls Liking Specit'led 
Task 

Bestl Least2 

Running tractor 40 4 

Gardening 34 26 

Care of chickens 22 15 

Feeding livestock 15 7 

Haying 15 7 

Milking 6 25 

Combining 6 0 

Plowing 6 0 

Shocking oats 2 7 

1 88 girls reported the tasks which they liked best 
2 69 girls reported the tasks which they liked least 

Task 
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Three activities, running the tractor, care of chickens, 

and gardening, were analyzed to find what attitude toward 

them had been expressed in response to the question, rt\v.hich 

tasks do you like best and least?" Of the 41 eirls who ran 

the tractor in 1942, 27 girls enjoyed doing it. One girl 

disliked the task, and 13 girls did not list it as a task 

they liked best or least. The Breatest proportion of those 

girls running a tractor enjoyed doing it. (Table 29) 

TABLE 29 Girls Reporting a Specific Attitude 
Toward Running Tractor 

Number 

Per cent 

Like Best Like Least 

27 

66 

1 

1 

Total Girls 
No Mention Doing Task 

13 

32 

41 

100 

Of the 60 girls takinG care of chickens, 17 stated it 

was a task they liked best. Five girls stated it was a 

task liked least, and 38 did not mention it at all. This 

seems to show that the girls had no particular feeling of 

like or dislike toward taking care of chickens. (Table 30) 

If they had been asked specifically whether or not they 

liked taking care of chickens, an entirely different response 

might have been received, however. 
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TABLE 30 Girls Reporting a Specific Attitude 
Toward Taking Care of Chickens 

Number 

Percentage 

Like Best 

17 

28 

Like Laast 

5 

8 

Total Girls 
No Mention Doing Task 

38 

64 

60 

100 

Of the 84 girls doing gardening, 26 stated it was a 

task which they liked best. Seventeen girls stated it was 

a task which they liked least, and 41 girls did not mention 

it at all. (Table 31) A smaller percentaee of girls were 

indifferent to this taak than to taking care of chickens; a 

larger perc_entage of girls both liked and disliked gardening 

than liked and disliked care of chickens. Half the girls 

who did gardenine were indIfferent toward it. Again it must 

be remembered that the girls were not asked whether they 

liked gardening, running the tractor', or care of chickens, 

but what farm tasks they liked best and least. 

TABLE 31 Girls Reporting a Specific Attitude Toward Gardening 

Number 

Percentage 

Like Best Like Least No Mention 

26 

31 

17 

20 

41 

49 

Total Girls 
DOing Task 

84 

100 
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3. Reasons for helpin~ ~ ~ ~ 

Other attitudes of the girls interviewed are shown by 

the reasons they gave for assisting or not assisting with 

farm work. All reasons were entirely original with the 

girls; that is, the author made no suggestions during the 

interview. (Table 32) Forty-nine girls said they shared 

in the tasks because of the lack of help. Two of these 

girls Imd previously reported that they had no labor short

aee on their home farm. No other reason for helping was 

mentioned by more than nine girls. Nine girls said they 

helped because they were older and were able to do more. 

Thirty-seven girls reported no reason for helping. Five 

of these 37 girls did no outside farm tasks. 

Some of the reasons given by the girls for helping 

with farm tasks explain why they helped this year more 

than last. Examples are the following reasons: girl older, 

increased production, larger garden. Other reasons explain 

why they helped with farm tasks at any time. The specific 

question was, "What were your reasons for doing more f'arm 

work last s1lIIlI:1er?" 

Factors interfering with girls givinp, more help with 

farm tasks. ~ben the girls were asked what interfered or 

prevented them from helping more with farm tasks, various 

factors were enumerated. Thirty-eight girls said house

work interf'ered with their helping more with farm work. 

(Table 33) Jobs prevented 14 girls from helping morethnn 
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TABLE 32 Girls Reporting Specified Reasons 
for Helping with Farm Tasks 

Reason Number 

No help 49 
Older 9 
Increased production on farm 6 
Larger garden 4 
Like to help 4 
Save family money 3 
Brothers gone 3 
Earn money 2 
Inefficient hired help 2 
Home more 1 
Father not well 1 
More interested 1 

Total number of girls reportinG 63 
Total number or reasons 85 
Average number of reasons per 

girl reporting 1.35 

Percentage 

77.7 
14.3 

9.5 
6.5 
6.5 
4.7 
4.7 
3.2 
3.2 
1.5 
1.5 
1.5 

100.0 

TABLE 33 Girls Reporting Specific Factors that Interfered 
With Their Helping More with Farm Tasks 

Factor 

Housework 
Job 
Health 
Father's objections 
Away part-time 
Dislike of farm work 
4-H activities 
Care of sick mother 
Getting ready for college 

Number of girls reporting 
Total number of factors given 

Number 

38 
14 

8 
7 
7 
5 
3 
3 
1 

Average number of factors per girl reporting 

70 
86 
1.23 
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they did. Only seven girls reported that their fat~ers 

objected to having them do farm work. Fourteen girls 

made no reply to this question. 

Reasons reported for other girls helping more or less 

with ~~. The girls interviewed were. also asked to 

give reasons which they felt determined the share of other 

girls in the neighborhood either helping or not helping 

with farm work. The investigator felt that important factors 

might in this way be revealed that the girls would not admit 

in explaining their own behavior. Eighty girls reported 

factors they felt determined why other girls helped with 

farm work. 84 reported factors they felt prevented other 

eirls from helping with farm work. (Table 34) 

The largest number of girls said others shared in farm 

work because of lack of hired help. This agrees with what 

they said of themselves. Twenty-five girls said others 

helped because they liked it, while only three girls said 

they did farm work themselves because they liked it. Ten 

girls said that other girlst families expected them to 

work at farm tasks. 

\Vhen one combineathe various reasons in Table 32 to 

match those given in Table 34, the order of importance of 

reasons is the same. 

Twelve different reasons were given as to why other 

girls did not help more with farm work. (Table 35) No 
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TABLE 34 Girls Reporting Specific Reasons to Explain 
~~y Other Girls Help With Farm Tasks 

Reason 

No help 
Like .farm work 
Family expects it 
Be patriotic 
Earn money 
4-H projects 

Total number of girls giving reasons 
Total number of reasons 
Average reason per girl giving reasons 

Number of Girls 
Interviewed Giving 
Specified Reason 

57 
25 
10 

6 
:3 
1 

80 
102 

1.21 

TABLE 35 Girls Reporting Specific Reasons to Explain 
Why Other Girls Do Not Help More 

Reason 

Dislike farm tasks 
Have brothers home 
Have hired help 
Have jobs 
Too hard work 
Parents' objections 
Health 
Lazy 
Housework 
Do not know how 

With Farm Tasks 

Have "not girl's place" attitude 
Lack of interest 

Total number of girls giving reasons 
Total number of reasons 

Number of Girls 
Interviewed Giving 
Specified Reason 

30 
23 
17 
17 
11 
11 
10 

9 
9 
6 
:3 
1 

Average number of reasons per girl reporting 

84 
147 

1.75 



- 51 -

one reason was given by as many as one-half the girls 

reporting. The girls did, however, think that dislike 

of farm tasks was the most important reason. (Table 35) 

Although Table 33 and Table 35 are not based on 

identical questions, it is interesting to compare the 

results. Housework, which ranked at the top of factors 

interfering with more farm work by the girls reporting, 

comes near -the bottom of the list as a factor thought to 

be interfering with other farm girls helping with farm tasks. 

Several reasons thought to be socially unacceptable 

by the girls interviewed were listed: farm work too hard 

work, girls are lazy, girls do not know how, farm work not 

a girlts job, girls lack interest. Thirty girls listed 

dislike of farm work as a factor nffectlng the amount of 

farm work done by other girls, whereas only five girls ad

mitted that they themselves did not help more because of 

dislike of .farm work. Nine girls thought other girls who did 

not help were lazy, but no girl admitted she herself was 

lazy if she did not help. Most of the girls interviewed 

thought that other girls would help more with farm work if 

it were really necessary_ 

4. Attitudes towards pal ~ farm work. 

All the girls were asked if they were paid for extra 

farm work and whether they thought they should be paid for 
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this work. Slightly less than one-fifth of the 98 girls 

who reported doing one or more of the tasks studied were 

paid for helping with them. (Table 36) ~nere payment 

was made it was for helping with specific tasks such as 

running the tractor, haying, or detasseling corn, rather 

than just for help 1n general. Many of the 82 girls who 

were not paid for helping stated that they co~sidered the 

privilege of being sent to college their pay for helping 

out the ramily during the summer. 

TABLE 36 Girls Receiving Pay for Tasks 

Taak 

Field work 

Running tractor 

Care of chickens 

Milking 

Total 

Uumber Doing 
Task 

67 

41 

60 

18 

Number Percentage 
Paid 

8 12 

5 12 

1 2 

1 6 

1 
15 

]. Two girls were paid for measurinB a rield. One girl gave 
no information on what she was paid ror. 

The majority of the 18 girls receiving pay believed 

members of' the.family should be paId .for doIng extra faztm 

tasks. Fourteen believed they should be paid; four believed 

they should not be paid. Forty-five per cent of the 82 
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girls not paid felt they should have been paid. The re

maining 55 per cent were satisfied with no pay. 

In the total group of 100 girls interviewed~ attitude 

towards pay for farm tasks was quite equally divided, with 

51 pros and 49 cons. The largest proportion of those in 

favor of pay wished it in the form of a daily wage. Twenty

five per cent favored a percentage of the proceeds, and 21 

per cent a bonus at the end of the summer. (Table 37) 

TABLE 37 Formof Payment Desired by 51 Girls 
Vlho Expressed a Desire for Pay 

Form Number Percentage 

Daily wage 18 35.3 

Percentage 13 25.5 

Bonus 11 21.5 
~ 

, 
Other 5 9.8 

Monthly salary _4 7.8 

Total girls 51 100.0 

Five of the girls who were paid received a day or 

hourly wage. This varied from 40 cents an hour for de

tasseling corn to $1.65 a day for picking corn. Five 

girls received a bonus. For two girls this was $100 and 

~500 in war bonds. These were the only girls receiving 

bonds as pay. One girl who took care of chickens received 
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50 per cent of the money from tho sale of the chickens. 

Day wage 

Percentage 

Bonus 

Salary 

Other 

TABLE 38 Form of Pay Desired and Received 
by 18 Girls Receiving Pay 

Form Received 

6 

of sale receipts 3 

5 

0 

3 

Total girls receiving pay 171 

~ No information given on pay received by one girl 
Four girls receiving pay were not in favor of pay 

Desired 

4 

4 

3 

2 

1 

142 

The investigator feels that the girls interviewed were 

not very much interested in cash pay for farm work on their 

home farms. Even those who thought pay would be a eood 

thing were not sure what form it should take. Rewards more 

in the nature of sharing seemed to interest the girls. 

Some of these rewards were being able to go to collef,e~ 

take trips~ or have attractive clothes. The feelIng of 

wanting to do something for their families in order to 

repay partial1y,what the f'ami1y had done for them was 

prevalent. This attitude was expressed many times during 

the course of the interviews. 
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F. Effect on Free Time of Tasks Performed 

Each girl interviewed was asked this question~ "If 

you helped out more in the house or on the farm, what 

leisure time activities did you omit or cut down?" Sixty

six girls felt they had less free time and eave 12 different 

types of activities which they did less in 1942 because of 

working more. Many of the girls were indefinite about the 

types of activity they had done less often, and had to 

be questioned further. Reading was the activity most often 

reduoed because of less free time. Visiting friends was 

the aotivity mentioned by the second highest number of girls. 

A reduction in time spent on sewing was reported by 18 girls~ 

and in time spent at various kinds of sports by 12 girls. 

Nine girls said they slept less, getting up earlier in the 

morning. None of the girls seemed to mind having less free 

time. Only one girl regretted somewhat that she had no 

time for music lessons last summer. (Table 39) 

G. Plans for 1943 

In view of the changes that have trucen place since 

the s~%~er of 1942, the investigator questioned each girl 

concerning her plans for the summer of 1943. Sixty-five 

per cent of the girls expected to go home to help with the 

farm work. Many of these girls said they would like to 
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TABLE 39 Girls Reporting a Cut in Specified Activities 
in 1942 Because of More Farm Work 

Activity Number Percentage 

Reading 32 48.5 

Visiting. friends 23 34.8 

Sewing 18 27.5 

Sports 12 18.2 

Sleeping 9 13.6 

Playing piano 8 12.1 

Music lessons 7 10.6 

Listening to radio 2 3.0 

Going to town 2 3.0 

Movies 1 1.5 

Writing letters 1 1.5 

Dancing 1 1.5 

Total number of girls reporting 66 100.0 

Total number of activities 116 

Avera8e number of activities 1.76 
per girl reporting 
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continue in college for the summer quarter. but expressed 

the feeling that it was their duty to help out on the farm. 

Thirty-five per cent of the girls said they would not be on 

the farm. or these girls. eight planned to go to summer 

school. ten had jobs lined up, and one no longer lived on a 

farm. The remaining 16 girls were not sure whether they 

would take a job or go to summer school. (Table 40) 

TABLE 40 Plans of 35 Girls not Expecting to 
Be on Farm in 1943 

Plans Number Percentage 

Job 10 28.6 
Summer school 8 22.8 
Moved to town I 2.8 
In doubt 16 45.7 

Total 35 100.0 

Eleven out of the 65 girls planning to be on the farm 

stated that they disliked farm work. Fifty-two out of the 

65 girls. or 80 per cent, however, had stated that they 

enjoyed farm work. This was slightly higher than the 72 

per cent who enjoyed farm work out of the total group of 

100 girls studied. 

Most of the 65 girls planning to be on the farm the 

summer of 1943 expected to do more work than they had done 
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the previous summer. (Table 41) Slightly more than one

rourth said they would do approximately the same amount or 

work they had done in 1942, since conditions on their home 

rarms had not changed. No girl stated that she would do 

less work. 

TABLE 41 Girls Giving Specified Reasons ror Doing 
More Farm Work in 1943 

Reason . Number Percentage 

Less help available 32 68 

Increased production 11 23 

Older and better able to work 6 13 

Brother gone 6 13 

Better health 2 4 

Incompetent help 2 4 

Sister gone 1 2 

Know more 1 2 

Less machinery 1 2 

Total girls reporting 47 100 

The forty-seven girls expecting to do more work most 

frequently gave less hired help available as the reason. 

Increased production was given as a reason second moat 

frequently. 
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Girls who stated they would be on the farm in 1943 

were asked to list the tasks they expected to do. The 

lists given were not very complete and were probably 

influenced by what the girl would like to do. Some of 

them did not know exactly what they would do, but would 

help out wherever they were needed most. (Table 42) 

ltinety-two per cent of the girls expected to help with 

canning and 89 per cent expected to help with gardening. 

Forty-one gir1s~ or 63 per cent, stated they would take 

care of chickens. Many of these girls said they would 

have full responsibility fOF a large proportion of the 

chickens raised, while in 1942 they only helped. Half of 

the girls expecting to be on the farm said they would run 

the tractor and help with field work apart from operating 

the tractor. The percentage of girls who planned to help 

with care of chickens, gardening, and canning was approx

imately the same as the percentage that did these tasks in 

1942. A slightly higher percentage of girls planned to 

run the tractor than did this task in 1942. 

Of the 34 girls planning to run the tractor. 27 had 

done this task in 1942. The other seven would take it on 

as a new task. In checking on the 14 other girls who 

had run the tractor in 1942, the author found that only 

four of them expected to be on the farm. The other ten 

planned to be in summer school or at jobs. 
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TABLE 42 Girls Reporting Specified Tasks Done in 1942 
and Plans £or 1943 

Task 1942 
Number 

Canning 93 

Gardening 84 

Care of chickens 60 

Field work (includes haying) 67 

Haying (specifically) 

Running tractor 

Running errands 

Care of livestock 

Total number of girls on 
farms 

45 

41 

64 

31 

100 

1943 
Number -Percentage 

60 93 

58 89 

41 63 

34 52 

14 21 

34 52 

22 34 

12 18 

65 100 
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A smaller percentage stated they would help with the 

care of livestock in 1943 than did this task in 1942~ also 

with field tasks apart from operating the tractor, and 

running errands. The author suspects that many of the 

girls will help with these two latter tasks who did not 

mention it. All of the girls said they would help with 

housework. 
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V. SUMMARY 

The purpose of this study was to discover, for a group 

of Iowa State College freshmen from farms, the number doing 

certain tasks in 1942, to find what changes had taken place 

from 1941 to 1942 in their participation in certain tasks 

and some of the factors affecting their participation. 

One hundred freshmen farm women at Iowa State College 

whose homes were in Iowa or surrounding states were inter

viewed for this study. The majority of them were 18 years 

old ond all but four reported that they were in good health. 

Most of' them were 4-H club members and had had home economics 

training in high school. One-fifth of the freshmen women 

studied had full-time jobs but lived at home during the 

summer of 1942. The jobs varied from work on another farm 

to store or office work in a nearby town. 

Seventy-nine per cent of the freshmen women inter

viewed reported that there had been a labor shortnee on 

their home farm in 1942, seasonal help beinG the type of 

help most oi'ten lacking. Forty-eight per cent of the 

farms raised mostly livestock, 42 per cent raised mostly 

grain. The size of the farms varied considerably, but the 

averac'e size was 290 acres. The families had from two to 
' .. J 
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twelve members at home, with an average of five members in 

the family living at home. 

Information was obtained as to the kind of help girls 

gave for 13 types of tasks, some of them distinctly farm 

tasks, others closely related to the household but especially 

important on farmB. Over 50 per cent of the girls inter

viewed helped with canning of fruits and vegetables, gardening, 

field work apart from running the tractor, running errands, 

care of chickens, and washing the separator. Forty-one per 

cent ran the tractor. The task for which they most often 

had full responsibility was washing the separator. For most 

tasks a very small percentage of girls had full responsibility. 

Ninety-three per cent of the girls interviewed helped 

with canning of fruits and vegetables, and 84 per cent 

helped with gardenins. Only two of the girls interviev/ed 

did none of the tasks studied. 

Haying was the field task, apart from operating the 

tractor, done by the largest number of girls during peak 

seasons. The average number of hours worked per day at 

field tasks during peak seasons was eight. 

Forty-one girls drove the tractor in 1942. The average 

for the 41 girls of the greatest number of hours in anyone 

day spent ~t this task was approximately eieht. 

More girls who reported a labor shortage on their home 
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rarm per£ormed the various tasks studied than did those 

girls who reported no shortage. Especially was this true 

1n running the tractor and performing other field tasks. 

The differences, however, were not significant. 

There was very little difference in tho percentage 

performing the tasks studied between those girls living 

on grain farms and those living on livestock farms. 

The Girls who reported a labor shortage on their home 

farm were divided into two groups, those having no brothers 

14 to 20 years of age at home and those having such brothers 

at home. In the former Group a larger proportion of girls 

did milking. The difference was significant. More of 

them did errand running$ marketing of farm products, keeping 

of rarm records, and feeding of livestock. Differences 

between the two groups of these tasks were not significant. 

Mothers of the girls carried responsibility for tasks 

to a high degree, especially in canning, gardening, churning 

butter$ washing the separator, and care of chickens. Very 

few mothers did milking, running the tractor, or other 

fIeld tasks. Many more mothers than girls did marketing 

of farm products and keeping of farm records. More g1rls 

than mothers did feeding of livestock, field tasks apart 

from running the tractor, and errand running. 

The tasks 'for which there was the greatest increase 1n 

number of girls helping in 1942 over 1941 were running the 
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tractor and other rleld work. The number or girls running 

the tractor more than doubled rrom 1941 to 1942. In con

trast with the girls~ very rew mothers took on new tasks 

in 1942 over 1941. 

Sixty-two girls said they did more housework in the 

summer or 1942 than they had done in 1941. Thirty-eight 

said they did the snme or less housework. Among the girls 

who ran the tractor and performed other field tasks~ a 

relatively large percentage said they did the same or less 

housework. These two kinds of tasks seemed to have more 

influence on the change in housework done than any other 

tasks. 

The reason most often given for doing more housework 

was to relieve the mother for tasks outside the house such 

as gardening. Outside work was the reason most often given 

by the girls interviewed for doing the same or less house

work in 1942. 

Seventy-two per cent of the girls interviewed stated 

they liked farm work in general. A larger percentage of 

girls who liked farm work generally performed the tasks 

studied than did those girls who disliked rarm work in 

general. The dlrference was significant for the feeding 

of livestock~ and highly signiricant for milking cows. 

Running the tractor was the specific task liked by 

more girls than any other one task studied. The majority 
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of the girls who ran the tractor liked to do it, while 

the majority of the girls taking care of chickens or 

doing gardening did not mention them as tasks liked either 

best or least. 

The reason most often given by the girls interviewed 

for sharing in farm tasks was lack of help. The reason most 

often given for not doing more outdoor farm tasks was house

work. When girls suggested reasons why other girls did 

not do more farm work, however, they placed dislike of farm 

tasks first. They stated other girls did farm work because 

of lack of help. 

Very few of the girls interviewed were paid for doing 

extra farm tasks, only 18 out of 100. These 18 girls were 

paid for doing specific tasks such as care of chickens and 

running the tracto~rather than for help in general. 

Fifty-one of the girls interviewed thought they should 

be paid for doing extra farm tasks, and 49 thought they should 

not be paid. None of the girls were very decided in their 

opinion, one way or the other. Most of them felt the 

privilege of going to college should be their pay for 

helping. 

Sixty-six of the girls interviewed stated that they 

had less leisure time during the summer of 1942 because 

they helped out in the house or on the farm more than they 

had done previously. The two activities which more girls 
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cut down than any others were reading and visiting frionds. 

None of them seemed to object to having less free time. 

Only 65 of the 100 girls interviewed expected to be 

on their home farms in the summer of 1943; eight expected 

to be in summer school; ten had jobs; one no loneer lived 

on a farm; and sixteen were not sure whether they would 

have a job or be in summer school. 

Of the 65 girls planning to be on farms, 47 said they 

expected to do more work. Tho remaining 17 said they were 

already helping as much as they could. A somewhat higher 

percentage of these 65 girls liked farm work in general 

than did the 100 girls interviewed. 

A larger percentage of the 65 girls expected to run 

the tractor and do gardening. A smaller percentage expected 

to do errand running, feeding of livestock, and field work. 

The lists given by the eirls were not complete, and there

fore, it is quite possible that the girls might perform 

tasks they did not state specifically that they planned 

to do. 

Many of the girls who planned to be on the farm the 

Bummer of 1943 stated that they would like to go to summer 

school,but felt it their duty to help out at home this 

summer. 
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VI. CONCLUSIONS 

The main conclusion of this study is that freshmen 

women living on farms helped a ereat deal on their home 

farms in 1942. Most of them did either more housework or 

more farm work or more of both than they had done in 1941. 

Other conclusions are as follows: 

1. Girls are more likely to assist than to carry 

full responsibility for the tasks studied. 

2. For the group studied, a larger percentage of 

girls on .farms reporting a labor shortage per

formed the tasks studied than did those on 

farms having no shortage. Since the differences 

were not significant, a larger sample would be 

necessary to determine the extent to which this 

is true of Iowa girls in similar situations. 

3. Even on farms where there is a labor shortage, 

there is some evidence that the presence of a 

brother at home, 14 to 20 years of age, reduced 

pressure on girls to share in farm work. Milking 

was the task most clearly affected. 

4. Liking of .farm work in general has an effect on 

the type of task carried on. In this study, the 

evidence was most conclusive for milking and 
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£eeding livestock. These tasks are relatively 

important among girls who liked farm work in 

general. 

S. The type of farm had little influence on the 

number or kind of tasks done by the girls studied. 

6. With a few exceptions l the pattern of tasks done 

by girls follows the pattern of tasks done by 

their mothers. More girls than mothers ran the 

tractor, did field tasks apart from operating 

the tractor, ~nd ran errands. 

7. Although the majority of girls interviewed thought 

pay for farm tasks would be desirable, there was 

no.dissatisfaction with present arrangements. 

There was much confusion and indecision as to 

the method and 'form of payment. 

8. Increased farm or household tasks cut most into 

time girls formerly devoted to rending or visitine 

friends. 

9. Only limited information was secured on girls' 

real attitudes toward farm tasks. Evidence was 

provided that some girls interviewed tended to 

rationalize their reasons for helpine or not 

helping w1th farm tasks. Reasons which the girls 

interviewed interpreted aa being socially un

acceptable were given for other girls not helping 
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in farm tasks, yet did not appear as reasons 

giving failure to help more by the girls 

in terviewed • 
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VIII. liPPEHDIX 
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QUEST I ONNAIRE 

Namel ___________________ ----~--- Age Home Address. ____________________________ __ 
Size of Farm Major Source of Income, ______________________________________ ___ 
no. in Family: Father's Age Health G F P Mother l sAge __ Health G F P 

Boys' Ages - Girls' Ages, __________ . ___ _ 
Other relatives & hired help and ages, ____________________________________ _ 

Was there a labor shortage on your farm in 1942 compared to 1941? Yes ___ No ____ . 

If yes, what were the reasons? 
family members drafted 

_____ family members working elsewhere 
_____ illness in family 
_____ hired ~n left 
____ new hired man incompetent 
If any members of your family left to work 

new hired man elderly 
__ no full-time hired man available 

(at what wage? ) 
no seasonal help available 

__ expanded production. In tolhat line? 
in town, where did they go? 

Did you live at home last gummer but work off the farm? Yes No ____ _ 
If yes, was -your job work on another farm store or office ",ork 

_____ housework in town 

Did you tal~e home economics in high school? Yes __ No _ No. of years __ _ 

Have you belonged to 4H? Yes ____ No ____ Projects in 141 & 142 ________________ _ 

io-t-h-e-r--u-s-u-'--M--ot-h-o-r-d-i--d--tr ·Gir1 did I New dut)-r -T'H~lPed mor'~ 

11='l=al~-:L =d=co=e=s~==ian==1=9=4c=2==t1~ai~n=lc9=. 4:=;2:;; ___ = I in_ljl4~""';~J~tha,.n ~n '.::::4;;1 ~-F-=l=-.=--=========== 
Cared for chickens. 

-----+-------11------.--1---. -- - --- ----------------
__ a __ c __ t--_a_:-.c __ 

c 

_*--_a __ c __ ,l -. J~I _____ -\- 2. Milked. cows. 

a c a c a c r- I 3 0 Took care of dairy 
I equipment, \'lashed sep-

1 _______ -+ __________ ~---------.-r---------.~I----__ -----.-+-__ --a-r-a-t-o-r~,--e_t_c_. ________ __ 
, a 

c a c a c 4. Fed livestock. 
-------------+----------------------

a c a c la c 5. Ran tractor 
------1--------11---,-----1--------1----------1-------------------
a c a c a c 6. Other outdoor activities 

such as shocking grain, 
husking corn, running 

-----:---+--------&----.---1---- ___ -+ ______ -+-__ combine t tasseling, hayinr 

7. Kept farm records. -a c a c 
I 
la c 

'------~---------~~-------r----------+---------------+---------------------------------I a, a c a c 

a c a. c 

a c a c 

a c c 

a I C c 

a c c 

c 

a c 

la c 

a c 

a c 

c 

8. Marketed farm ~roducts. 

9. Ran errands to town. 

10. Weeded and took general 
care of family garden. 

11. Canned fruit and vege
tables: 

12. Canned meat. 

13. Churned butter. 
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What is the l~rgest number of cows milked on your farm at anyone time lnst 
summer?___ How many did you yourself milk regularly? 

What was longest no .• of hours in anyone day you spent driving tractor? __ _ 

During what fe,rm activity did you work longest hours per day at farm Itlork? __ _ 

How many h01.'.l·s clio. you put in per day? __ _ 

Do you enjoy farT!! \-!Ork? Yes __ No __ _ 
Which tasl{s (10 you like best? ________________________ . ____ _ 

.Which tasks do you like least? __________________________________ _ 

What were y?ur reasons for ,doing more farm work last summer? _________________ __ 

What things linterfered .with your helping more on the farm? ______________ ___ 

What are the reasons other girls you knO\lT don I t do more farm work? _________ _ 

Reasons the~r do more farm work? 

Were you paic1, for extra farm work? Yes__ No_ What jobs?--: ____________ _ 
What amount? Ho,", much in war bonds? _________ _ 

Do you think IJarents should pay family members for extra ""ork? 
Which of thene "ToultLyou suggest? 

Clay wage ' ___ percentage of sale' r.eceipts 
___ Honthl~r salary bonus 

Yes_ No_ 

___ Other 

Did you romore housework and child care last summer? Yes_ No __ _ 
What was the reason? ________ . ___________________________ _ 

If you helped out more in the house or on the farm, what leisure time activities 
did you oHit or cut ~own? ___________________________________ __ 

Do you expect to be on the farm during the summer 1943? 
If on the farm LO you plan to work: 

Yes __ No __ 

__ .....:Nore, bOcD,use _____________________________________ _ 

___ Same, because 
-------------------------~u~· ---------.----------

__ .....:Less, oecause _________________________________________________ _ 

i'lllat tasks "'ill you do? --------------------------------------

Oomments: 

Health of girl 




