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Figure 116. Manning House looking west
233 Manning House

Oak and Fourth Streets

Keosauqua

Edwin Manning, builder
1884

This brick house was built by Edwin Manning, the owner of the Hotel
Manning. It is now owned by John Manning, his great-grandson. In his
hands, the Greek Revival-influenced house has been restored. It is the
largest house in the town, boasting twelve rooms, including three imported -
marble fireplaces. The third story is a mansard-roofed space. The fromt

was remodeled in the 1900's in a "Southern Colonial" character.
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Figure 117. O01ld Post Office looking north
234 01d Post Office

Dodge Street

Keosauqua

Voltaire P. Twombly, builder
1876

This old stone, two story building stands next to the firebell.
Rubble stone with larger stone quoins, or corner blocks, support an

ancient metal roof, not the original.
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Figure 118. Van Buren County Court House looking north
235 Van Buren County Court House

Highway 1 and Dodge Street

Keosauqua

Edwin Manning, builder
1842

In a modified Greek Revival style, this yellowish brick and brown-
trimmed building is Iowa's courthouse. It was built at a cost of $6,500,
for which Manning was reimbursed. It once had a tower ten feet square
and sixteen feet above the roof, but that was removed in 1865. TFeatures
of the building include twenty-two inch thick walls and oak timbers more

than one foot square.
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Figure 119. Lewelling House looking south
236 Henderson Lewelling House
Salem

Lewelling Brothers, builders
1840

One of the builders later became the governor of Kansas. They built
this house in a Georgian, or Colonial, style. It has its original shutters,
and the porch is also original. The stone walls are eighteen inches thick.
Inside are seven fireplaces and a kitchen trap door used in the Underground

Railroad. The house is now a Quaker Shrine, open to the public.
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Figure 120. Vernon Schoolhouse looking north
231 Vernon Schoolhouse
Vernon

Architect unknown
1868

This red brick building in a modified Greek Revival style was used
up until 1950 as a school. Located on a hill above the Des Moines River,

it seems strangely sophisticated in a near ghost town.
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238  Academy
Bentonsport
Architect unknown
Date unknown

The brick building now in decay was once a thriving school. Its
spire, once echoing that of the Presbyterian Church, has been destroyedLj’
239 Dr. Cole House

Bentonsport

Architect unknown

Date unknown

This is an old brick house in good repair.

240 General Store and Bank

Bentonsport

Architect unknown

Date unknown

On the main street facing the river, this group of buildings, brick
and wood, has been partially restored. The general store contains antique
items of the middle nineteenth century.

241 H. Greef House

Bentonsport

Architect unknown

Date unknown

This brick house has been restored to excellent repair. Green shutters
border the straight windows of a near-styleless architecture.

242 3. Greef House
- Bentonsport
Architect unknown
Date unknown

This house, once owned by the local banker, is in excellent condition.

Handsome arched, green shutters flank long windows with brick arches.
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243 Hancock House
Bentonsport
Architect unknown
Date unknown

This house has been restored and is in fair shape. The chimneys

B

have arched hoods.

244 IOOF Hall
Bentonsport
Architect unknown
Date unknown
This is one of the oldest IOOF halls in the Midwest, and it is

open as a museum to the public.
245 Methodist Church

Bentonsport

Architect unknown

Date unknown

Still in use, this brick church has arched and circular brick patterns
breaking up the plain front.
246 Morman House

Bentonsport

Architect unknown

Date unknown

This stone house was built by the Mormans in 1850's during their
famous trek westward.
241 Presbyterian Church

Bentonsport

Architect unknown

Date unknown

The Presbyterian Church has retained its spire. Tall and narrow

windows can be closed by shutters. A brick pattern at the eaves line

is a stylistic element.
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Meek Houses
Bonaparte
Architect unknown
Date unknown

The homes of two other Meek brothers, Joe and Robert, still stand in

Bonaparte. Joe's is vacant, and Robert's is lived in and is in good repair.

249
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Meek Pants Factory
Bonaparte
Architect unknown
1889

Manufacture of pants and suits was donme in this building. Since
it has been a part of the Fairfield Glove Company.

Chance House

Fourth Street north

Keosauqua

Benjamin Pearson, builder

ca 1840

Partially destroyed in a 1967 tornado, this restored house may

survive. It is built of limestone and brick, with eighteen inch walls.

It has walnut stairs, four fireplaces, and a secret cellar, probably used

during the Underground Railroad days.
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Residences
Keosauqua
Architects vary
Dates vary

Several other houses of interest may be seen by exploring the town

and surrounding area. Many of these were built in the latter half of

the nineteenth century.
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Strong and Dorothy, Attorneys
Fourth Street north of Courthouse
Keosauqua

Rutledge Lea, builder

1868

One of three frame buildings, this one remains unchanged.

Watson House

One block south of Courthouse
Keosaugqua

Architect unknown

Date unknown

This Gothic house has its original shutters.
Residences

Salem

Architects unknown

Dates vary

Several interesting houses, like the one off of the northwest corner

of the town square and the one across from the Lewellyn House, remain in

Salem.

2358

Dr. Bailey House

Vernon
Architect unknown
Date unknown

This is a brick house which departs from the usual Bentonsport two

story. It is one story.
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Mason City

John B. Long and John L. McMillan founded Mason City in 1853. It
was at first known as Masonic Grove, but when it was plotted in 1854, it
was changed to the present name. The first mill and lime kiln were built
on Lime Creek in 1855 by Elisha Randall. 1In 1869 the Milwaukee railroad
reached Mason City, and by 1870 it went on through to Austin, Minnesota.
The development of a brick and clay tile industry began in the 1880's.
There was demand for drain tile, as much of northern Iowa had to be
draine@.

Mason City's architectural reputation today rests mainly on the

work of Frank Lloyd Wright and Walter Burley Griffin done around 1910.
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 Figure 121.

Guide map to Mason City
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Figure 122. City National Bank and Hotel looking southwest
256 City National Bank and Hotel

West State Street and South Federal Avenue

Mason City

Frank Lloyd Wright, architect

1909

Articulation of mixed zoning in a single building was unusual in the
time of this structure. Wright created a deep reveal between his bank,
on the corner, and the hotel at mid-block. The bank has been remodeled
extensively and is now offices and shops. A photograph of the original
building is in Wright's A Testament (70, p. 169). The bank was once two
stories high, but that space was closed in in the remodeling. Several
signs of poor graphic quality are distracting, but the overall form and
many details are discernible. Yellow Roman brick and dark trim are the
characteristic materials. The hotel remains in use, but both are ill-

maintained. Across the street is a city park of ome square block, giving

a pleasant view which Wright took advantage of with outdoor terraces.
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Figure 123. Melson House looking north with garage at left

257 J. G. Melson House
54 River Heights Drive

Mason City
Walter Burley Griffin, architect
1912

This stone house has reportedly been greatly altered in a remodeling
(3, p. 236), but this is not apparent to one who has never seen the
original. Large, rough stones, quarried from the site, in an unusual form
makes a highly unique house. Huge, concrete keystones span the window
openings. The site slopes downward to the north, and the one story be-
comes two at the rear. It sets on a bluff above the Rock Glenn area, with
a wonderful view of trees and the river. Wayne Andrews feels that this
is "one of the irreplaceable houses of the twentieth century'" (3, p. 237),
and he also feels that Griffin's stone work predates in quality that of

Wright's by several years.
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Figure 124. 28 South Carolina Avenue looking west
258 Rock Glenn Area Houses

East State from South Carolina to South Rock Glenn Streets

Mason City

Walter Burley Griffin and Frank Lloyd Wright, architects

1910-1916

This residential community was sponsored by the owners of the City
National Bank Building, Melson and Markey, as a business venture. They
chose a potentially beautiful eighteen acre site of rocks and hills,
then a dumping grounds. Willow Creek runs through the site, and it was
dammed to create a waterfall and lagoon. At the center of the area a
large communal park was created, with each house oriented to look into
the area. The original plan called for twenty houses, of which eight were
built. This project culminated Griffin's American career, as he then

left to build his competition-winning new city of Canberra, Australia.

Barry Byrne, a fellow employee of Wright's, completed the last few houses.
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Figure 125. 525 East State Street

The house at 28 South Carolina is the only one by Griffin on the east
bluff of the area. It is large, of plaster, and has a garage projecting
out towards the street.

525 East State Street is located adjacent to the point where Willow
Creek leaves the site. Apparently one story from the street, it becomes
two stories at the sides and rear. A low stone wall at the sidewalk is
shared with its neighboring houses at 515 and 507 East State Street.

li South Rock Glenn is a two story house of Stucco and dark bfown
trim. It continues the stone wall mentioned above. It becomes three

stories at the rear.
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Figure 127. 15 South Rock Glenn looking southeast



231

.#-. > 2z
Figure 128. 431 Southeast First Street looking south

Y

15 South Rock Glenn is a new house designed by Bergland and Bianco
in the spirit of the Griffin houses. Long concrete block supports a low
sloping roof on a narrow site. The house runs very deep on its site.

The house at 431 Southeast First Street is in excellent condition.
A low two story wing containing a garage has the higher two story two
story house behind. The materials are stucco and stone.

Across the street, 428 Southeast First Street, is another house
designed to fit the character of the area, this by an unknown Kansas

City architect.



232

259 Public Library

225 Second Street Southeast

Mason City R

Holabird and Root, architects

1939 f

Designéd by a well-known architectural firm from Chicago, this
crescent~shaped building rests in a park-like setting. A two story

portico faces the entrance. Above, an interplay of brick volumes
creates interest.
260 Stockman House

311 First Street Southeast

Mason City
Frank Lloyd Wright, architect
1908

This was Wright's first house in Towa. Near the Rock Glenn area,
which would have been his commission if he had stayed in the United
States, this house is typical of his early stucco houses with broad

overhang and intricate detail.

261 Clear Lake Community High School
Main and Twentieth Streets

Clear Lake )
Karl Keffer Associates
1960

A series of volumes expressive of the interior spaces is connected
by protected passages. The entrance has a courtyard off of the multi-
purpose room and twin whimsical chimneys. Stone relieves the brick at

intervals, and a vaulted roof varies the roof forms.
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262 Lake Shore Hotel
Clear Lake
Architect unknown
1870
This began as a six room house. By 1898 it had forty-eight rooms.

There was once a pleasure pier with a domed dance floor and bowling

alleys, but it was destroyed by flood in 1906.
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APPENDIX A

The following are examples of interesting architecture in other
towns and cities in Towa. The list is not complete, nor are all buildings
necessarily of high quality. Many were not personally visited and are
included due solely to recommendation by reference materials, correspond-
ence, or interviews. Buildings known to be particularly outstanding are

%

marked with an asterisk:

Algona

*
Druggists Mutual Insurance Building , 123 East State. Louis Sullivan,
architect. 1913,

Anamosa
Men's Reformatory. Architect unknown. 1880 and 1891.
Andrew

Butterworth Inn and Barn, one-half mile north of Andrew. Nathaniel
Butterworth, builder. Barn, 1838, and Inn, 1852,

Boone

Dr. Wall House, 745 Park Avenue. Architects Crites and McConnell.
1962. : '

Booneville

D. M. Flinn Farm (now C. C. Cook), two and one-half miles east of
Booneville. D. M. Flinn, builder. 1863.

Brighton

Burnett Smith House (formerly Robert Griffith House), three miles
north of Brighton. Robert Griffith, builder. 1856,

Burlington
Dr. Winston Ditto House, 1847 Sunnyside. Archiﬁect unknown. ca 1875.

W. S. Gardner House (Century House), 521 Court. Architect unknown.
1854,
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Burlington (Continued)

Saint Paul Roman Catholic Church, 502 North Fourth. Architect
. unknown. 1892,

*
James Schramm House I , Holabird and Root, architects. 1931.

%
James Schramm House II , 2700 South Main. George Fred and William
Keck, architects. 1965.

0. W. Smith House, 1800 River Street. Architect unknown. ca 1880.

Charles City

%
Dr. Alvin Miller House , Court and Joslyn Streets. Frank Lloyd
Wright, architect. 1950. :

Clermont

%
Governor William Larrabee House (Montauk), one mile north of
Clermont. Architect unknown. 1874.

Clinton

Clinton Women's Club (George Curtis House), 420 Fifth Avenue South.
Architect unknown. ca 1885. '

%
Grace Episcopal Church , 2100 North Second Street. Architect
unknown. Date unknown.

Residence, 318 Fifth Avenue South. Architect unknown. Date unknown.

Saint Irenaeus Church, North Second Street and Twenty-eighth Avenue.
Architect unknown. 1864-1871.

Dwight Seaman House, 516 Fifth Avenue South. Architect unknown.
1903.

%
Railroad Depot , Eleventh Avenue South and South Fourth Streets.
Architect unknown, Date unknown.

%
Van Allen Department Store , Fifth Avenue South and South Second
Street. Louis Sullivan, architect. 1914,

Council Bluffs

%
General Grenville Dodge House (National Historic Landmark), 605
Third Street. Architect unknown. 1869-1874.
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Croton

Lewis Crow House (now Edward Sprouse), First and Walnut Streets.
Architect unknown. 1845.

Decorah

Octagon House, Mechanic Street and West Broadway. Architect unknown,
Date unknown.

: *
Pioneer Museum (log cabin group), Luther College campus. Architect
unknown. 1853.

A, F. Porter House, River Street and West Broadway. Architect
unknown. 1867.

Residence, 309 West Broadway. Architect unknown. Date unknown.
%*
Residence , 1503 West Broadway. Architect unknown. Date unknown.

Student Union, Luther College. Altfillisch, Olson, Gray, and
Thompson, architects. 1961.

Winneshiek County Court House. Kinny and Detweiler, architects.
1903.

Delta

" .
Covered Bridge , two miles southeast of Delta. Maxon Randall,
builder. 1869.

Denison

Midwestern College Campus. Caudill, Rowlett, and Scott, architects.
1965.

Dexter

Mount Vernon Methodist Church, four miles south and two miles west
of Dexter. Architect unknown. 1890 (chimney 1953).

Eddyville
J. R. Davidson House. Architect unknown. ca 1865.
Elkader

Bridge (largest keystone bridge west of Mississippi River). Architect
unknown. 1889.

Clayton County Courthouse. Architect unknown. Date unknown.
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Elkader (Continued)

Motor Mill (also tavern and cooperage), five miles southeast of
Elkader. John Thompson, builder. ca. 1864.

Opera House, 209 North Main Street. Architect unknown. 1903.
Floris

Mars Hill Log Church. Architect unknown. 1857.
Forest City

B. A. Plummer House (now Music Hall), Waldorf College campus.
Architect unknown. 1885.

Jacob Tanner Hall, Waldorf College campus. Gjelten and Schellberg,
architects. 1962.

Waldorf Hotel. Clarence Johnson, architect. 1902.

Fort Atkinson

3

Fort Atkinsonw (partially restored), Highway 24. Architect unknown.
1840-1842.

Fort Dodge

Tara Stagecoach House, seven miles west of Fort Dodge. Architect
unknown. Date unknown. '

Fort Madison

Joseph Eberhardt House, 903 Avenue East. Architect unknown. Date
unknown.

John Keenan House, High Point. Architect unknown. Date unknown.

3.

Lee County Courthousew, Seventh Avenue and Avenue F. Father Samuel
Mazzuchelli?, architect. 1842. '

Franklin
Franklin Independent School. Architect unknown. 1872.
James McCleary House. Architect unknown. Date unknown.
Garner

Saint Boniface School, Bush and Seventh Streets. Architect unknown.
ca. 1964.
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Glidden

Octagonal Barn, three miles east and four miles north of Glidden.
Architect unknown, 1883. .

Guttenberg

%
Pioneer Rock Church , three miles north on Highway 52. Architect
unknown. 1858. '

Town buildings (with iron balconies), River Park Drive. Architect
varies. Town established 1837.

Jefferson
Octagon House. Architect unknown. Date unknown.

Keokuk.

*
Keokuk High School , 2235 Middle Road. Perkins and Will, architects.
1953.

0ld Fire Station. Architect unknown. ca 1855.

South Lee County Court House, Fifth and Concert Streets. W. A. Rice,
architect. 1857. '

Klondike (west of Rock Rapids)
Kruger Mill. Christian Kruger, builder. 1883.
Lansing
01ld Courthouse (now a residence). Architect unknown. ca 1855.

Le Mars

First National Bank Building, 11 Central Avenue Southwest. Architect
unknown. 1892,

Opera House. H. L. Hoyt and John Draudt, builders. 1883.
Lineville

Octagon House. Architect unknown. Date unknown.
McGregor

Baptist Church. ‘Architect unknown. 1861.

German Presbyterian Church. Architect unknown. 1862,
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McGregor (Continued)
Methodist Church. Architect unknown. 1869.

Saint Mary's Catholic Church, 311 Seventh Street. Architect unknown.
1880.

Marshalltown

Binford House, 110 North Second Avenue. Architect unknown. 1873.

%
Fisher Community Center , 709 South Center Street. Architects
Crites and McConnell. 1961.

Marshall County Courthouse, town square. John Cochrane, architect.
1886.

% .
Robert Sunday House , Woodfield Road. Frank Lloyd Wright, architect.
1959.

Tallcorn Hotel. Architects Crites and McConnell. 1963.
Monroe

Jacob Kipp Octagon House (now Kenneth Simpson). Architect unknown.
1870-1874.

/
\

Saint Barnabus Episcopal Church. Architect unknown. 1867.

Montrose

Mount Pleasant

Crane Funeral Home (formerly Edward Penn House). Architect unknown.
18567

%
Dormitories , Cornell College campus. Harry Weese, architect. 1962.

Mount Vernon

King Memorial Chapel, Cornell College. Cass Chapman, architect. 1876.

Muscatine

Benjamin Hershey Mansion. Josiah Walton, architect. 1870.

Pine Creek Mill, Wild Cat Den State Park. Benjamin Nye, builder.
1850.

Residence (now Church of Christ), 606 West Third Street. Architect
unknown. Date unknown. A
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Muscatine (Continued)

%
Residence , Cherry and Third Streets. Architect unknown. Date
unknown.

Trinity Episcopal Church, 411 East Second Street. Josiah Walton,
architect. 1851. '

%*
Lee Wainscot Octagon House , north on Highway 61. Architect unknown.
ca 1863,

Dr. Weed House. Josiah Walton, architect. 1855.
Newton

Thomas Arthur House, North Eighth Avenue East. Thomas Arthur,
builder. 1852-1855.

Camp and Conference Center, three miles south at County Roads F and
W. Charles Herbert and Associates, architects. 1967.

Maytag Company Office, 403 West Fourth Street North. Brooks-Borg,
architects. 1960.

Maytag Foundation Interstate Highway Beautificationx, Interstate
80 in Newton area. William Heard, landscape architect. 1965.

Okoboii
Rowland Gardner Cabin, Arnold's Park. Rowland Gardner, builder. 1856.

Lutheran Camp. East Okoboji. Karl Keffer Associates, architects.
1960.

Oskaloosa

Carroll Alsop House, 1907 Avenue E. Frank Lloyd Wright, architect.
1948-1951.

*
James B. Clow and Sons Office Building , South Second Avenue.
Architects McMullin and Miller. 1967.

Jack Lambertson House, 117 North Park. Frank Lloyd Wright, architect.
1947-1951.

Daniel Nelson Homestead, three miles northeast on Glendale Road.
Thomas Binns, builder. 1852. :

Panora

Lennon Mill, Architect unknown. Date unknown.
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Pella

Central College Women's Dormitory, Central College campus. Savage
and Ver Ploeg, architects. 1965.

01d Firehouse. Architect unknown. c¢a 1882.

Holland House, four and one-half miles southeast of Pella. Architect
unknown., 1856.

.Scholte Mansion. Architect unknown. 1848.

John Smith House, three miles southeast on Highway 163. Architect
unknown. 1869.

_ John Voorhees, three miles southeast on Highway 163. Architect
unknown. 1871.

Perry

*
Osmundson Manufacturing Company , 1523 Fourth Street. Carl Hunter
~and Russ Parks, architects. 1964.

Plainfield -
*
First Methodist Church . Schweikher and Elting, architects. 1952.

Quas gueton

*
Lowell E. Walter House , one mile north on Highway 282. Frank
Lloyd Wright, architect. 1950. :

Sac City

%
Carlson House Restaurant (formerly Judge Early House), Highway 20.
Architect unknown. 1864-1872.

Perkins House, Main Street. George Barker, architect. 1913.
Selma

Saylor Cabin (now Baldwin), one mile southeast of Selma. Thomas
Saylor, builder. 1835.

Sioux City

Fairmount Park Branch Library, 220 South Fairmount. William Steele,
architect. 1924,

Grandview Music Pavillion. Henry Kamphoefner, architect. ca 1935.
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Sioux Citx. (Continued)
John Pierce Mansion, 2901 Jackson. Architect unknown. 1891.
Residence. Richard Neutra, architect. Date unknown.
Tredway House (Elmwood), 3715 Lowell. Architect unknown. 1875.

*
Woodbury County Courthouse , Seventh and Pearl Streets. William
Steele and Purcell and Elmslie, architects. 1916-1918.

Spillville

Mill. Joseph Spillman, builder. 1851.

Saint Wenceslaus Church*. Architect unknown. 1860.
Stennett

Jason Packard Hexagonal House, north of Stennett. Jason Packard,
builder. ca 1856.

Stone Cit
B. Porter House. Architect unknown. Date unknown.
Viola .

George Matsell Estate (now Fred Witousek), three miles north of
Viola. Architect unknown. Date unknown.

Waterloo-Cedar Falls

Black House, 500 Park Avenue, Waterloo. Architect unknown. Date
unknown.

Russell Lamson House, 524 West Third Street, Waterloo. Rensselair
Russell, builder. 1860.

Shoitz Memorial Hospital, Waterloo. Skidmore, Owings, and Merrill,
architects. 1951.

Church, Cedar Falls. Architects Crites and McConnell. Date unknown.
T. J. Knapp House, Cedar Falls. Architect unknown. 1880-1885.

*
Student Union , State College of Iowa campus, Cedar Falls. John
Stephens Rice, architect. 1968. :

%
Uhl Barn‘, one and one-half miles west of Cedar Falls on Highway 57.
William and Charles Fields, builders. 1875.
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Winterset

Andrew Bennett Cabin, City Park. Andrew Bennett, builder. 1852
(rebuilt 1917).

Caleb Clark House and Barn, South Eighth Avenue. Caleb Clark,
builder. 1854.

v
Covered Bridges (seven in Madison County). Architects vary.
Dates vary from 1871 to 1884.

Frank Davis House, South Fourth Avenue. Architect unknown. Date
unknown.

Edwards Barns, one mile east on Saint Charles road and one mile
south. John Holmes, builder. 1875.

Evans House (Hogan Queen House), four miles east on Saint Charles
Road. Architect unknown. 1869.

Dr. Gaff House (now part of Arcade Hotel). Caleb Clark, builder.
Date unknown.

Ruth Hattle House (Hormblack House), north of courthouse and east
side of Highway 169. Architect unknown. ca 1870.

Madison County Court House, town square. A. H. Piquenard, architect.
1876-1878.

Wesley Smith House, South Ninth Avenue. Architect unknown. 1861-
1868.

M. R. Tidrick House (now C. D. Butterfield House), northwest corner
of Fourth and Washington. Architect unknown. 1856, 1866, 1874.

%
J. G. Vawter House , east side of Highway 169 and south of courthouse.
Architect unknown. 1856.

Wyoming
R. S. Williams House. R. §. Williams, builder. 1857.
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APPENDIX B

It is recognized, with a degree of understanding, that the Iowa
State University Library must demand certain standards of theses. How-
ever, it should be mentioned that the extent of these requirements has
greatly affected the form and content of this paper, weakening its
importance.

The original design for this paper included a system of small photo-
graphs and chrono}ogical and explanatory notes located in the right margin
for both the Overview and the Guide. In this way, the text of the Over-
view would have been concerned only with Iowa's influences and architec-
ture, while the marginal notes would explain national trends and related
events. The Guide would have allowed more photographs of a given building
and a cros; reference to contemporary events. The graphics would have
been much more carefully coordinated.

It is hoped that a way might be found for future theses to satisfy
the Library requirements in such a way that creativity and content are

not affected.



